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Author's Foreword

In the past | have written a few booklets on Tablighi topics and, completely against expectations the respon
to these booklets have been so encouraging that | have been so surprised that many friends have found tt
to be beneficial. In my own humbleness, | never dreamt that so much benefit could have been derived fro
the words and pen of one who himself is not able to practice all that is preached.

The reason for these benefits to others | can only attribute tepti@al help of my late uncle Maulana
Muhammad Ilyas (May Allah be please with him) who has not only become known in every corner of India
but all over the Islamic world as well, for his Tablighi missionary activities. Because of the loss or inspiration
from him due to his death, | discontinued these series for four years, which should not have been done. T
late Maulana encouraged me in his last days to compile two further books in the series.

Firstly he desired a book on the virtues of business desating earning ones livelihood. A concise version

of this was quickly produced by me for his perusal during his last days. Unfortunately, as a result of his grav
illness, he could not read it. Secondly, he insisted on a book by me on 'Spending in tHeAWdy' ¢-or the
preparation of this latter booklet, Maulana time and again reminded me. | remember once when we wel
about to join Salaat behind an Imam after Takbeer just before Salaat had started, he said to me: "Do r
forget the book." In spite of &, no chance has yet presented itself for writing of such a book. (This book has
now been published under the title of 'Fazadfadagaat' in two parts). And whenever anybody reminded
me of these works, my own inability and incompetence overcame me pi@cbnted me to commence it.
Often, when thinking of my late uncle, | have tried to commence the work, but for some reason or other i
just did not materialize.

The missionary work of my late uncle has been ably taken over by his son Maulana Yusuiv(®.Aging

filled with the same desire to let Islam shine once more, had visited the Holy Land solely for the purpose c
commencing the Tablighi activity in Hejaz from where Islam originally shone forth. His father too, insisted
on this, holding the viewhat when this movement takes root there, among the children of the people who
originally spread it, much can be achieved. During his tow campaigns in Hejaz, Maulana Yusuf noticed that
vast numbers of the pilgrims who gather there annually are well mgipletely unacquainted with the
virtues and aadaab of Hajj. They seem to be unaware of the vast blessing of this great form of worship wi
the result that they do not return home with the feelings, the inspiration and enthusiasm for righteousne:
with which they should have returned. For this reason Maulana Yusuf insisted on me that a booklet witl
Ahadith and explanation on Hajj should be compiled to be put before the Ummah so that intending Hajee
should set forth for Hajj prepared with the proper entsmifor those special spiritual inspiration as are
required by them. It is hoped that when the proper condition for Hajj is created within the heart of the Hajjee
he shall have the desire to carry out the functions of the Deen more diligently. Furttemnete and more

such people performing Hajj in proper fashion are present, their intermingling with the Arabs will surely
encourage the Arabs to have serious thoughts about Islam and working for Islam.

Maulana Yusuf had for two years been advising méhemeed for such a book, but in spite of my promises
nothing had materialized. When Allah desires something to be accomplished, He prepares the way for it fro
His own side. Thus it had been my habit for it from His own side. Thus it has been my hahityasince

the demise of Maulana llyas (May Allah have mercy on him) to spend the month of Ramadhan from the 29t
Shaban to the 2nd Shawal in Nizamuddin, returning (to Saharanpur) on the 2nd Shawal. Having had
remain in Nizamuddin for some necessarykuvantil of the booklet on Hajj and its virtues when on the night

of Eid, the time dawned for loved ones to gather at the door of the Beloved (i.e. when the season of He
commenced) my longing to be at the Holy HousMakkahalso became most intense.i bsually happens
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to me annually from the dawn of Shawal to the month of Zilhijja. At such a time here in Nizamuddin on
Wednesday the 3rd of Shawal 1366, | thus commenced this work for Allah's sake with full reliance on Him.

It is my intention to preparen short chapters on various aspects of Hajj, which shall deal with:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

Chapter IEncouragement towards performing Hajj.
Chapter 2 Grave warnings for not performing Hajj.

Chapter 3 Enduring the inconveniences of the Hajj journey.
Chapter 4 Themeaning of Hajj.

Chapter 5 The manner of performing Hajj.

Chapter 6 Behavior inMakkahand its virtues.

Chapter 7 On Umrah.

Chapter 8 Visiting the grave of Rasulullah Salaam.
Chapter 3 The Aadaab for the Ziarat.

10) Chapter 16 Behavior inMadinahh and its virtues.

The last chapter shall deal with the farewell Hajj of Rasulullah (Sallallaho Alaihi Wassallam) and shall alsc
include some incidents from the pilgrimage of some saintly devotees of Islam.

Muhammed Zakariyya Kandhlawi (RA)
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Chapter 1 - Encouragement Towards Performing Hajj

Many verses in the Holy Quran have been revealed in connection with rules of Hajj and its virtues. Thi
book’s of Hadith are also filled with traditions of Rasulul{&allaho Alaihe Wassallanon the same topics.

It is my humble intention to mention a few of these in this booklet. As far as possible | intend being a:
concise as possible because in these days readers do not have much time to devote to religious writings,
further, when a work is too lengthy the expenin printing as well as organizing such works become
increased. It is so strange that for these beneficial matter people have no money but when money has to
spent for the cinema or for wedding receptions etc. even the poor find money.

Fist we quote iad discuss a few verses of the Holy Quran and thereafter a few Ahadith.

Ayah Number One

"And proclaim the pilgrimage among men; they will come to thee on foot and (mounted) on every camel
lean on account of journeys through deep and distant mountainaygli(Surah Hajj 27)

Kaaba - The House of Allah

There is a certain amount of difference of opinion whether Adam A.S. first built the Kaaba or whether the
Kaaba was built prior to this by the Angels. However, some believe that the creation of trerigisdied

from the spot where the Kaaba now stands. Initially everything was covered in water. Then there appeare
something in the shape of a bubble at that spot. Then the rest of the earth was spread out in all directiol
When the deluge came in theng of Hazrat Nooh A.s. the spot was raised. Thereafter Hazrat Ebrahim A.S.
and Hazrat Ismail A.S. built the Kaaba on a spot shown to them by Allah, the exact spot where it had bee
previously, as is described in the Ayah in the first juz of the QuramdrHadith we read: "When Allah the
Almighty sent Hazrat Adam A.S. down to the earth from paradise, He also sent down His House and said: '
Adam | am sending down with you My House, so perform tawaaf round it in the manner tawaaf is performe
around My Thone; And pray to Me in its direction in the same manner as is being prayed in the direction of
My Throne." Then when the deluge came during the time of Hazrat Nooh A.S. the House was lifted.

Then the prophets used to perform tawaaf around that place tfemegh the House was not there). Allah
thereafter revealed the spot to Hazrat Ebrahim A.S. and commanded him to build the House. (Fargheek
Munziri)

In another Hadith it is stated: "When Hazrat Ebrahim A.S. completed the erection of the Kaaba e said:
Allah, | have completed Your Holy House." Then Allah replied: 'O Hazrat Ebrahim, announce among
mankind that they shall come for pilgrimage' Hazrat Ebrahim A.S inquired: 'O Allah, how shall my voice
reach them?' and Allah replied; "You will announce Bymmand and | shall cause it to reach them.'
Thereupon Hazrat Ebrahim A.S. called out to the world announcing the pilgrimage and everything on eart
in the heavens heard it.

(Some may feel that this is a bit far fetched, but we living in this age otle where one person's voice is
caused to be heard in numerous lands, and television where something seen in one place is made to be set
many lands at the same time) should not find this impossible to believe that the Creator of the inventors «
radioand television should cause one Prophetsig/to be heard in many places.

According to another Hadith we learn that every person heard that voice and replied LABBAIK (I am
present) the same cry uttered by the Hajjees whilst in ihraam. Whosoever ralldbdythe good fortune to
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perform Hajj uttered the labbaik at that moment. The Hadith also states that every person, whether bo
already at that time or still in the worked of souls, to be born at a later time, who recited the Labbaik will
surely be graied the opportunity to perform Hajj. In another Hadith it is stated: whoever recited labbaik once
shall perform Hajj once, and whoever recited it twice shall perform Hajj twice, and whatever number of
times Labbaik was recited so many times they shallopariHajj. How fortunate indeed were those souls
who recited the Labbaik numerous times.

Ayah Number Two:

"For Hajj are the months well known, if anyone undertakes that duty therein let there be no obscenity, n
wickedness, nor wrangling in the Hajj. Amchatever good you do, be sure Allah knoweth (BlUrah Al
Bagarah 197)

In this verse the word 'Rafath’ is used, meaning obscene speech. This may be of two different kinds. First
there is more strongly prohibited. Secondly there is that form whickrumarmal circumstances may be
allowed, but during Hajj (ihraam) becomes prohibited, for example in the case of love talk with one's wife.

I n the same way we find the word 'Fusooq' meaning wickedness. Here too there are two kinds, one that
always prolbited and the other which is normally allowed, both of which now become prohibited. An
example of this second group is the use of perfumes. The third word is 'Jidaal' is specially mentioned in spi
of the fact that it falls within the category of 'Fusbddowever Allah drew out attention especially to this
evil, because in this journey arguments are bound to take place between the traveling pilgrims. And it is t
avoid this that Allah expressly mentioned this word.

Ayah Number Three:
"This day have | pdected your religion for you; completed my favor upon you; and have chosen for you
Islam as your religion.(Surah AtMaidah4)

One of the great virtues of Hajj is that the verse announcing the completion of the Deen was revealed at t
time of Hajj. Hazat Imaam GhazalfRA) writes in his 'llyas": Hajj is one of the fundamental principles of
Islam. Upon it the foundation of Islam became completed and upon it the Deen was completed. It was at tl
time of Hajj that this Ayah was revealed.

Once a learnedgrson from amonghe Jews said to Hazrat Umar (RAI the Quran you people read a
certain verse, if that verse had been revealed to us, we would have celebrated that day annually." Haz
Umar (RA) inquired: "which verse is that?" He replied: "Al Yowma akmaltu lakum Deenakum." (The verse
under discussion) Hazrat Um@RA) said "Verily | remember the day and the place where this verse was
revealed (and apart from the revelation of this verse, whiah @n a Friday) it was already a double
celebration for us. Firstly it was Fridayday of celebration for all Muslims and secondly, it was the day of
Arafat- a day of celebration for the pilgrims. Hazrat Ur(fRA) further stated that this verse was rdgdan
a Friday after Asar on the day of Arafat while Rasulullah (Sallallaho Alaihi Wassallam) was seated on hi:
shecamel. It is further stated in the Hadith that no further verses were revealed after this one with regard t
Halaal and Haraam. When thisrge was revealed Rasulullah (Sallallaho Alaihi Wassallam) was seated on
his shecamel. The camel was forced to sit down because of the great weight descending upon it on accou
of the revelation. This is what normally happened. Hazrat Ay¢B#9 statesthat, when Rasulullah
(Sallallaho Alaihi Wassallam) was seated on a camel, the camel used to lower its neck being unable to lift
or move a step until revelation had ended. Hazrat Abdullah Ibn RWA) relates from Rasulullah
(Sallallaho Alaihi Wassalla) that when revelation descended upon him he feared that he would loose his
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life. (Durre Mansoor) Hazrat Zaid Ibn Thal{iRA) states that when the verse 95 in Surah 4 was being
revealed | was sitting next to Rasulullah (Sallallaho Alaihi Wassallam). ®Riasul(Sallallaho Alaihi
Wassallam) then became like one in a state of semi consciousness, and he put his high upon mine, the wei
of which was so great that | felt that my leg would break. (Durre Mansoor) this was due to the greatest c
Allah's words, wich we now a days read very casually and superficially as though it were ordinary speech.

Hadith Number one:

Hazrat Abu Hurairgd RA) reports that Rasulullah (Sallallaho Alaihi Wassallam) said: "Whoever performs
Hajj for the sake of pleasing Allah and therein utters no word of evil, nor commits any evil deed, shall remait
from it as free from sin as the day on which his mother gavh ®ifhim.'(Agreed upon)

When a child | ushered into this world, he enters this life without any blemish and is free from any sins
Now, when the Hajj has been performed with utmost sincerity for Allah's sake, the pilgrim returns to tha
sinless state.

It will be remembered from our booklet "Virtues of Salaat" that when we hear of forgiveness of sins as in th
Hadith mentioned above, we actually refer to minor sins. However, the contents of this Hadith have bee
noted in such numerous Ahadith that soesthed ulama are of the opinion that minor as well as major sins
are included in this pardon from Allah.

In this Hadith under discussion, three things are mentioned. In the first place we read that Hajj should be f
Allah's motive prompting this holy ddeneither should it be for the show of things, nor for personal fame.
Many people proceed tdakkahfor the sake of personal honor and show. Such people have indeed wasted
whatever they have spent by way of wealth, health and energy. For them thebe sttateward. We admit

that when a person has performed his Hajj even for the sake of showing others, his obligation has be:
carried out. But how foolish indeed is it not that a person should deny himself such great virtue and rewatr
(in the form of Allals great pardon) merely because of his desire to be noted among some people.

Rasulullah (Sallallaho Alaihi Wassallam) once said: "Near the time of Qiyamah the rich ones from amongs
my Ummah will perform Hajj for the sake of travel and holidays; (Likeirdga holiday in Hejaz instead of

one in London or Paris). The middle class will perform Hajj for commercial purposes, thereby transporting
goods from here to there while bringing commercial goods from there to here; the ulama will perform Hajj
for the sak of show and fame; (To outdo and surpass Maulana so and so, or any rival Sheikh who ha
performed five Hajj). The poor will perform Hajj for the purposes of begging." (Kanzul Aamaal)

The ulama have stated that should a person perform a 'Hajje Badehalh df someone else for a specific
price, so that he drives worldly benefit from such a Hajj, he too is included among those who perform Haj
for commercial purposes. (See later under Hadith 15).

In another Hadith we read that the Kings and Rulers peiifform Hajj for the sake of having pleasurable
holidays; the wealthy ones for the sake of business; the poor ones for the sake of begging; while the learn
ones will come for Hajj for the sake of show." (Ithaaf)

In the first of these two traditions wead that the wealthy ones will perform Hajj for the sake of having a
tour and a holiday. In the second Hadith we read again that they will do so for the sake of business. In actt
fact there is no contradiction here even though it apparently seemslse fémmer case, those mentioned as
wealthy ones are actually those very rich ones who in the second Hadith are called Sultans or Rulers.
actual fact they are slightly lower than the rulers. For this reason they are also called the middle class.
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Once Hazrat Umar(RA) was standing between Mounts Safa and Mara. A group of people came along,
descended from their camels and proceeded to perform tawaaf around the ka'aba. They then came for
Saeee between Safa and Marwa. U(®aX) inquired from them as tavho they were. They replied that hey
were from Irag when Hazrat Um@RA) inquired as to whether they perhaps had any other intention e.g. to
claim an inheritance, to reclaim a debt due to them, or for any other business purpose, they replied: " No
ThenHazrat UmaKRA) said: "In that case restart your deeds." (Like people who have done no evil deeds).
What Hazrat UmafRA) implied was that having come to the Holy House solely for Allah's sake, their
previous evil deeds were forgiven. They can now staetva The second point that becomes clear from the
Hadith under discussion is that no evil words shall be spoken. Previously we also quoted the Qur'aanic ver
in which Muslims are exhorted to refrain from evil words. The ulama have explained that th&kafatt’

(evil speech) includes every single form of words which are unseemly, nonsensical and unnecessary. To sL
an extent that the mention of sexual relations with one's wife is also included. Even to point towards suc
actions with hand signs or thges, should be refrained from. All such actions and others, which stir passions
and lust, are condemned.

The third point towards which attention is drawn is 'Fusooq’, which her signifies every single form of
disobedience to Allah's will as noted previguisi the above verse of the Qur'an. One should especially avoid
any form of arguments and disputes. In one Hadith our Rasul{8@taho Alaihe Wassallant)ad said:

"The beauty of Hajj is attained by speaking amicably with others and to feed them."uEovatly fellow
Hajjees and to fight with them is the opposite of amicable speech. Hence it is the duty of a Hajjee not t
criticize his fellow Hajjees, to meet everyone with humility and humbleness, and to deal with them in a mos
friendly manner. Some ulaa has explained that to meet others in a friendly manner does not necessarily
mean that one should hurt or trouble ones' fellowman. It means that one should (without retaliation) bear ar
pardon ones' character becomes exposed and becomes clear.

The word'Safar' (a journey) means in actual fact 'to expose’, 'to make clear'. The ulama inform us that
journey is called 'Safar' in Arabic because on a journey one' character becomes exposed and becomes clea
Once Hazrat UmafRA) asked a man whether he knaveertain person to which the man said that he knew
him. Then Hazrat UmgRA) inquired, whether the man had been on a journey with that person, to which the
man said that he had not. Then Hazrat U(R#) said: " You do not know him." In one Hadith itssated

that a person praised another in the presence of Hazrat(BiarHazrat UmafRA) asked:

"Did you travel with him?" He replied: "I did not travel with him." Hazrat UrfRA) asked: "Did you have
any dealings with him?"

He answered: "No | had no dealings with him." Hazrat UfR&) then said: "You do not know that person.”
There can be no doubt about it that only after having been with a person in similar cases can one truly know
person's character and its reactionssiations. On a journey there is always a certain amount of
inconvenience which inevitably leads to arguments and it is for this reason that the Qur'an especiall
mention; " and let there be no arguments in Hajj."

Hadith Number Two:

Hazrat Abu HurairdRA) reports that Rasulullah Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) said: "Verily there shall be no
reward for a righteous pilgrimage except Janr{@&tjreed upon)
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According to some ulama a "Mabroor Hajj" (a righteous Hajj) is such a pilgrimage during which deeaVil

iIs committed. For this reason they speak of tddyjabroor as a Maqgbool Hajj (an accepted Hajj). By this
they mean such a Hajj wherein the Hajee took note of each and every one of the Aadaab and Shuroot of H
while at the same time avoiding all feaul

By way of further elucidation we quote a Hadith by Hazrat Jg&#\) in which Rasululla{Sallaho Alaihe
Wassallam)said: " the beauty (righteousness) of Hajj lies in feeding others and speaking to them in ar
amicable fashion". Another Hadith stat€8he virtue of Hajj lies in feeding others and in greeting others a
lot". (Targheeb)

It is also reported that when Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) announced that Paradise alone shall
the reward for a righteous Hajj, some companions inquireéd aat a righteous Hajj actually was. To this
Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) replied: "To feed others and to greet much". (Kanzul Ammaal)

Hadith Number Three;:

Hazrat Aayesh&RA) reports that RasulullafBallaho Alaihe Wassallangaid: "There is no day in which
Allah sets free more souls from the fire of hell than on the day of Arafaat. And on that day Allah draws nea
to the earth and by way of exhibiting His pride remarks to the Angels: "What is the desire of these servants
mine." (Muslim)

Note: As for the fact that 'Allah draws near' or 'descends' to the lowest heaven and similar phrases in Haditt
literature, it should be borne in mind that Allah alone knows best the correct meaning. Allah is at all times
near. He is not aall in need of the literal ascending or descending. When they come across such statement:
the ulama explains it as referring to Allah's special mercies that draw near.

Whatever has been read in this above Hadith has been said in many others. In tnéoHagample we

read: "When the day of Arafaat dawns, Allah descends to the lowest heaven and boastingly remark to tl
Angels: " Look at My servants, they have come towards Me with their hair disheveled and scattered whil
their bodies and clothes areveoed with the dust of long journeys. The cry from them is 'Labbaik,
Allahumma Labbaik (We are at Your service, 'O Lord, we are at Your service) 'O My Angels, | take you to
witness that | have forgiven their sins". The Angels will say: "O Allah among thera is that person who

Is inclined towards sin, and there are among them that evil man. And that so woman": Allah will reply: " |
have forgiven them all".

Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) said: "On no other day are so many souls set free Ifiesrohel

that day". (Mishkaat) We see the same theme in the following tradition: Allah says (on that day) "these
servants of mine have come to Me with disheveled hair, begging for My mercy". Then addressing the
pilgrims Allah says: "Even though your sinsaiibe as numerous as the grains of sand on the earth and
though they may be as many as the raindrops that descend from heaven, and though your sins be as man
the trees that grow on the earth, | forgive them all. Proceed from here to your homesowhising are
forgiven".

Looking at another Hadith we read: (on the day of Arafaat) Allah boastingly addressing the Angels say

"Look at them, | have sent my Messenger to them. They believed in him. | revealed My book to them an
they believed in it. Youd® My witness that | have forgiven them all. (Kanzul Ummaal)
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We, therefore, see that the same theme of general pardon is found in so many Ahadith. The manner that i
mentioned has the impression with many ulama that minor as well as major sins atedinélil this, to
pardon minor and major sins alike lies in the hands of the Merciful One. Disobedience to His will is called
sin. Should He in His infinite Mercy desire to forgive any body or group no one can object to it.

Hazrat Qadhi Ayaaz mentions artident in his famous bookShifaa. He says that some people from among
the tribe of Kutama came once to the saintly Saadoon Khowlani and explained a certain incident to him
They told him that some people from the tribe killed a certain person andittetotburn his body. For the
whole night they left the corpse to burn in a fire they made, but it would not burn, and in fact remained a
white and unburned as ever. When Saadoon heard about the body that would not burn, he said: "The r
must have perfoned three pilgrimages”;

The people replied: "He had indeed" Thereupon Saadoon said: "Whoever performs one Hajj, he has fulfille
his obligation to Allah; whoever perform two pilgrimages he has given Allah a debt and whoever performs
three pilgrimagedpor him Allah has prohibited the fire from burning his skin and his hair."

Hadith Number Four:

"Hazrat TalhagRA) reports that Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) said: "Apart from the day of the
battle of Bader there is no day on which the Shayiaaseen more humiliated, more rejected. More
depressed and more infuriated, than on the day of Arafaat, and indeed all that is only because of beholdi
the abundance of descending mercy (on that day) and Allah's forgiveness of trengreathe servas".
(Muwatta Imam Malik

It seems only logical that shaytaan should, on this day, be so infuriated, humiliated and defeated. Throughc
his life, all his energies had been directed at diverting people from the straight path and now after all hi
endeavos to make his mission a success he now sees the wave of mercy, which destroys his whole life
effort and ambition, when Allah forgives their faults and sins. In one Hadith, Rasu{Bkdlaho Alaihe
Wassallam}pays that Shaytaan orders his evil armgaiéliers to await the pilgrims along the roads by which
they come and to mislead them. (Knazul Ummaal)

Hazrat Imam GhazaliRA) relates the happening of a saintly Sufi with great psychic experience who saw
Shaytaan on the day of Arafaat, Shaytaan appe@mdveak, pale in color, tears dripping from his eyes. He
was bent forward, unable to stand up straight. The Sufi asked him: "What cause you to cry?" Shaytaan sa
"l cry because the pilgrims have gathered here before the door of the Lord withoutemgurpose. | fear

that the Holy Master will not allow them to return from her disappointed. This makes me cry". The Sufi then
asked: "But why have you gone so thin and weak?" Shaytaan replied: "It is from the sounds of the horse
hooves, which are heaadl the time in the way of Allah (Hajj, Aumra and Jihaad). Oh! How | wish that these
people should roam around in anyway committing indecencies and evil. Then | will really rejoice". The Sufi
then inquired "and why are you so pale in color?" Shaytaaredepli see people advising one another to do
good, and | see them helping each other to do good. Oh! How | would rejoice, should they assist each oth
in the doing of evil as they are helping one another now." The Sufi asked. "Why is your back bemt forwa
like this?" Shaytaan replied: "All the time one hears them crying. 'O Lord! Make my ending a righteous one'
Now, when one is all the time concerned about his righteous ending, then when shall his good deeds ever
destroyed?"

Hadith Number Five:
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Hazrat Ibn ShimaastafRA) reports we were present around Hazrat Amr IbAad (RA) before he passed
away. He cried for a long time and then related the story of his embracing Islam. He said: "When Allaf
caused Islam to enter my heart, | came to Rasul(8ahaho Alaihe Wassallanand said: 'O messenger of
Allah, put forth your hand that | may swear allegiance. 'When Rasul(laltaho Alaihe Wassallam)
stretched forth his hand, | withheld mine. Rasulul{8hllaho Alaihe Wassallamiquired: "What troulds

you 'O Amr?" | said: | went to make a condition that Allah shall forgive my previous sins". Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamieplied: 'O Amr, do you then not know that Islam washes away all sins
committed in disbelief, and that the Hijrat (migrafjowashes away all sins committed before Hajj?"
(Muslim, Ibn Khuzaima)

In this Hadith too, no mention is made about whether minor or major sins are meant. An important point t
bear in mind is that as far as mutual relations are concerned, a personsamvriing against another. In
this two things are involved.

1) The wrong to the fellowmen
2) The sin of ommitting that wrong

Let it be noted that the sin in itself becomes forgiven, but as for the wrong, that cannot be righted. Fc
example: When a person deegomeone's possession, there is the stolen article and the sin of theft. It does
not mean that having the sin forgiven will entail not having to return the stole article to the rightful owner. It
is reported that on the day of Arafaat during the farepiglimage RasulullaliSallaho Alaihe Wassallam)

for a long time utmost humility prayed to Allah begging for forgiveness of his Ummat, where after Allah
replied: | have accepted your du and granted your wish in that, whosoever commits a sin againmst Me, hi
have | forgiven. However, whoever among them commits a wrong against his fellowmen, against him shall
take revenge". There after RasululiBuallaho Alaihe Wassallanggain repeatedly begged Allah: 'O Lord,
You are able to forgive even that wrong foetwrongdoer.” At that time no reply was given, but on the
following morning at Muzdalifah, this prayer too was accepted.

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangmiled pleasantly, while deeply engrossed in prayer and meditation,
which was not his habit. &ulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanfjeferring to this merciful act of Allah) then

said: "Allah accepted this prayer of mine and on seeing this, Shaytaan started crying most bitterly, shoutir
and screaming, while throwing sand and dust over his heatfipity".

Hadith Number Six;

Hazrat Sahl bins Sa'a@RA) reports that Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) saidien a Muslim
shouts Labbalik, then verily every stone, tree and all the ground to his right and to his left recites the sam
and thiscontinues till that cry reaches the end of the eahirmidhi, Ibn Maja)

The recitation of the cry 'Labbaik’' is the symbol and emblem of the Hajj. This is borne out by many
Ahaadith. In Knaz we find a report that when Moosa A.S used to recite Lal®\kihk, used to reply:
"Labbaik O Moosa: (Kanz). It is Allah's mercy that not only the Hajji's Labbaik, but his every action earns
for him great reward.

Hazrat Abdullah bin Uma(RA) reports: | was once with Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) in the
Masjid at Mina, when two persons, one from the tribe of Thagafi and the other from among the Ansaar can
forward, after greeting Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam), the saidwigfeO Rasulullah (Salallaho
Alaihi Wassallam) to ask a question?” Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) replied: "You have
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permission, ask, or if you should prefer, then | shall inform you as to what you intend asking". They said
"Tell us then O Rasullah (Sallaho Alaihe Wassallarh)Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamigplied: "

You have come to inquire as to what shall be the reward for him who has left his home to perform Hajj, an
as to what shall be the reward for two rak'aats after tawaafsatwlwhat reward there is for Saee between
Safa and Marwa, for the pausing on the Plain of Arafaat, for the throwing of stones at the Shaytaan for tt
sacrifice of animals and for the Tawaafziyaarah of Ka'bah".

They replied: "We swear by Him, whodhaent you as a Messenger, that these were indeed the questions in
our mind".

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangplied: "For every stride your camel takes as you leave from home,
having the intention for Hajj, a good deed is written down for youlewdne sin is forgiven. The reward for

the rak'aats after tawaaf shall be as you have freed one Arab slave. The reward for Saee between Safa
Marwa is like that of freeing seventy slaves. And when people are gathered on the plain of Arafaat, Allal
descads to the lower Heaven, and boastingly says to the Angels: disheveled hair, seeking My mercy. ((
people) even though your sins shall be as numerous as the grains of sand, though they be as they be
numerous as the drops of rain that descend from Hemwkthough they be as numerous as the waves of the
sea, | have forgiven them all. O My servants, go forth while you are forgiven and pardoned. Your sins ar
forgiven, and so also are forgiven the sins of those on whose behalf you intercede.

Rasulullah (Sallaho Alaihi Wassallam) further said: "As for stoning the Shaytaan, for every stone that is
thrown one such sin that would have destroyed you is pardoned. The reward for sacrificing and anim:
(Qurbani) is a special treasure which Allah stores for yoheMyou release yourself from Aihraam, by
shaving your hair, for every hair falls there is written the reward of one good deed, while one sin is forgiven
After all this when the Hajji perform the Tawaaf as Ziyaarah not a single sin remains upon hingeAn an
places his hand on the back between the shoulder blades and says: "Now you may recommence your de
All your previous sins are forgiven." (Targheeb)

This Hadith is full of virtue of Hajj and its reward. It should be remembered that this doesendbréie

Hajj of every Hajji. It is necessary that this Hajj be a real Mabroor Hajj before this reward can be attained
Some Shaikhs have explained that the Labbaik uttered by the Hajji is in actual fact the reply to the cry uttere
by Hazrat Ibrahim A.Smany years ago as is mentioned in the Qur'aan.

Thus in the same way that a person feels awestruck, and great anxiety overcomes him when present
himself at the door of a great ruler in answer to his summons, so should a Hajji be filled with fear anc
arxiety, yet have hope when answering the summons from Allah. The fear should be that our evil deeds ¢
not prevent our presence from being acceptable.

A Wali Murtif bin Hazrat Abdullah(RA) used to pray in this manner on the plain of Arafaat: "O Allah, do
not reject them (the Hajjis) all, because of myfalitune". Hazrat Bakr Muzn{RA) relates that he saw a
saintly man on the plain of Arafaat saying: "Looking at all these (thousands).I feel that had | not been amon
them, they would all be forgiven". (iaaf)

It is reported that when Hazrat Ali Zair&kbideen(RA) used to enter into ihraam, his face used to become
very pale, his body used to shake and tremble so much that he could not utter the Labbaik. Someone asl
him: "You did not recite labbaik oantering into ihraam?" He replied: "l fear greatly that in reply to my
Labbaik, a cry may come saying Laa Labbaik. That is your presence her is not acceptable”. Thereafter, wi
great difficulty he finally uttered Labbaik, but the effort proved so much hbafell off from his camel
unconscious. This continued to happen every time he uttered Labbaik.
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Hazrat AhmadRA) relates: "I once performed Hajj with Abu Sulaymaan. When he entered into ihraam, he
did not recite Labbaik. After we had gone about a méefell unconscious. When he recovered he said: 'O
Ahmad, Allah revealed unto Hazrat Moosa A.S. saying: ' O Moosa, inform the unjust ones that they shoul
not remember Me so much, because that | shall have to remember them with a curse." O Ahmadehhave be
informed that when a person performs Hajj with haraam things and recites Labbaik, then Allah replies to hi
cry saying: ' Laa Labbaik' You are not welcome, and your presence here is not desirable until such time th
you discard your evil ways" (Ithaaf)

In the Qur'aan Allah says:

"Remember Me, and | shall remember you". When an unjust wrongdoer remembers Allah, Allah shall be
obliged to remember him, but with a curse.

Hazrat Shaddaad bin AWRA) reports in Sahih Tirmazi that Rasulullg@®allahoAlaihe Wassallam¥aid:

"The intelligent one is he who continues to reckon with himself, (regarding his own life's deeds) and ther
continues to work for his hereafter. The foolish one is he who allows his passions and desires free rei
hoping that all hisiopes will be fulfilled."(Nuzha)

Still it is required that everyone, in spite of fear for the contrary, should have the hope and trust that Allal
accept his deeds. In one of our Rasulu(Ballaho Alaihe Wassallanpyayers we read:

"O Allah, Your forgveness is so much more infinite then my sins, and | have so much more hope in Your
Mercy then in my good deeds."

A certain saintly person, resident Mhakkah used to perform Hajj annually until his seventieth Hajj. Yet
every time we entered into ihraaomying out Labbaik aloud, he used to near in reply: "Laa Labbaik". Once a
young man was with him when the same thing happened. The young man said in surprise: "O uncle, a cry
Laa Labbaik has come in answer to your call'. The old man asked: "O sgoudadso hear it?" The young

man said: "Yes, | also heard it". The old man cried bitterly and said: 'O son for seventy years now have
heard that reply time after time." The young man asked: "But dear Uncle, why should you cast yourself in s
much difficdty? (to perform Hajj every time). The old man replied: "O son, on which other door can | knock
except His, and who else is there to whom | may go except Him. It is my duty to continue begging for mercy
If He so desires, He may accept, and should Heajdde may reject. O son' it is not permissible for a slave

to flee from the door of His Master for any reason that may not suit him". Saying this the old man wept
bitterly that tears even covered his chest. Thereafter, he again cried Labbaik, but thistlinheard in

reply: "Now we have indeed accepted your presence here". And so we act with those who keep their faith
our goodness. But not so with those who follow their vain desires and still hope for Our mercy. The younc
man having heard this askets luncle: " O Uncle, did you too hear this reply?" the old man said: "Yes, |
have also heard it." Thereafter the old man wept so much that he died.

Hazrat Abu Abdullah Jala@RA) reports: "I was once at Zul Hulaifa, when a young man came to enter into
ihraam. Having put on his ihraam clothing, he said repeatedly: "O my Lord, | fear that | shall say Labbaik
while from Your side the reply shall be Laa Labbaik". This he said numerous times until at last he loudly
recited: "Labbaik O Allah". The effect of itag such that he could not bear it. He then fell down dead.

Hazrat Ali bin Muwaffak(RA) says: "once on the eve of Arafaat | slept in the masjid at Mina. | saw two
Angels in green clothes descending from above. The one asked the other, "how many piggpnesent

here this year?" When the other replied he knew not, the first one said: "There are six hundred thousand. E
do you know from how many of them Allah accepted Hajj?" the second one replied: "I know not." The first
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one went on: "Allah has acceptdte Hajj of only six from them." Saying this, they both departed towards
the sky.

Hazrat Ibn MuwaffakRA) states further: "Greatly filled with fear and anxiety for what | heard, | woke up
deeply distressed for my own Hajj. If only six pilgrims had tiajj accepted out of six hundred thousand,
then what chance is there that | would be among them?

On the way back from Arafaat | looked at the great congregation distressed and worried again. How is it th;
of such a huge gathering only six should sucedadhis great distress, | fell asleep at Muzdalifa and again |
saw the same two Angels asking the same question and giving the same answers as before. Then the first
further asked: " and do you know what Allah has commanded regarding this situtitms@tond replied: "I

know not." The first one continued: " Allah has decreed that on account of the blessings of each of them, tt
Hajj of one hundred thousand Hajjis shall be accepted.”

Hazrat Ibn MuwaffakRA) ends his story thus: "When | woke up myheard that, | was so happy as cannot
be explained.”

It is also reported from this same Hazrat Ibn MuwaffaR) that he said; one year in Hajj it appeared to me
that there must be many present whose Hajj may not have been accepted. | then prajlat: I'Gake
granted (the reward of ) my Hajj to him whose Hajj has not been accepted.”

In another book(Rowdur Rayaheen) he is reported to have said: "I have performed more than fift
pilgrimages, and every time | have prayed that the reward be grantBastdullah (Sallaho Alaihe
Wassallampand the khalifas and my parents."”

Besides these Hajj during one year's Hajj on hearing the crying and the voices of the Hajjis before Allah o
Arafaat, | besought Allah to grant the reward of my Hajj to him whoseHhaajjoeen accepted. On the plain

of Muzdalfa in his dream Allah appeared to him(to Hazrat Ali ibn Muwaffak R.A) saying: "O Ali, are you
trying to be more generous than | am? | have created generosity. | have created generous ones and am
most generousfall. Verily through that Hajjis' Hajj that has been accepted | have accepted the Hajj of each
and everyone whose Hajj had not been accepted.(Ithaaf)

it is also mentioned in Rowdur Rayaheen that ; | have forgiven the mall and together with them variou:
others. | have also accepted every person's intercession for his family, friends and neighbors. Numeroi
similar incidents in the lives of the saintly ones are related later in this booklet under 'Stories’. From all thes
incidents, the moral is clear fos uhat we should have he great hope that Allah should enfold us in His
Mercy.

In one Hadith RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallan® reported to have said: "That person is indeed a great
sinner, who while on the plain of Arafaat, still believes that inis shall not be forgiven."

Hadith Number Seven:
Hazrat Abu Moos4RA) reports that Rasululla¢Ballaho Alaihe Wassallansaid: "the Hajji shall intercede

on behalf of four hundred families or he said four hundred people from his family, and verily does he returr
from Hayjj (sinless) as on the day his mother gave birth to I{#wh-Bazzar)
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The fact that the Hajji shall inteede on behalf of four hundred souls, and that his intercession shall be
accepted, means that there is nothing to stop Allah from forgiving more that four hundred too. Similarly, we
read that he Hajji's prayer is answered every time he prays for somdmser which may be.

Hazrat Fudhail bin EyaalRA) a famous Sufi once exclaimed on the plain of Arafaat: "Should this huge
assembly of people come begging for a cent at the door of a most generous person, do you ever foresee
he shall send back disappointed?"

The people replied: "No, we cannot semhiefusing them." Hazrat Fudhail R. A. said: "l swear by Allah,
that for Allah to forgive them all, is so much easier than for the generous person t grant a cent.”
(Rowdur Rayaaheen)

Hadith Number Eight:

Hazrat Ion UmaKRA) report that RasulullafSalleho Alaihe Wassallamdaid: "When you meet a Hajji (on

his way home) then greet him, shake hands with him and ask him to beg forgiveness of Allah on your behe
before he enters his home, for his prayer for forgiveness is accepted since he is forgiviah bgrAlis
sins."(Ahmed)

Another Hadith explains the same point. Rasulu{i@hallaho Alaihe Wassallam$ reported to have said:
"The Mujaahid (fighter in the way of Allah) and the Hajji are members of Allah's deputation. Whatever the
beseech of Allahs granted to them and whatever they beg of Him, they receive."

In another Hadith it is mentioned that Rasului&hallaho Alaihe Wassallanonce prayed "O Allah, forgive

the sins of the Hajjis and forgive the sins of him for whom the Hajji prays."répsrted that Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanmade this duaa three times which emphasizes its importance. It is also reported
that Hazrat UmafRA) said: "The Hajji has the pardon of Allah and until the twentieth of Rabi ul Awwal
Allah answers hisnayers in which he begs forgiveness for anyone.” For these reasons it has always been tt
custom and habit of the learned predecessors to welcome the pilgrims, to walk with them and to ask them
pray on behalf.

Hadith Number Nine:

Hazrat Buraidah R.Aeports that RasulullagBallaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: "The expenses incurred during
Hayjj is like that incurred in Jihaad; rewarded seven hundred tirfffgsried, Tabarani)

Once Rasulullat{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallansaid to Hazrat Aeyesh@A) "The rewad for you Umrah is
determined by the amount spent on it."

That is; the more one spends on it, the more shall be the reward.

In another it is stated: "to spend in Hajj is like spending in the way of Allah, for which reward is granted unto
seven hundretimes.'(Kanz)

A further Hadith mentions: "For spending one Dirham in Hajj, the reward is 40,000,000 fold i.e. spending.

Spending R1 will earn R 40,000,000 that Muslim who godddikahand remains stingy and unwilling to

spend. The learned Shaikhs ofr&ah have specially advised that their mureeds should not be niggardly. In

discussing this same point Hazrat Imaam GhaEal) writes: "Extravagance that is prohibited, means to

spend on delicious food and drink. But when it comes to spending on tpk m#cthe Holy places in
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abundance, there is no question of extravagance.” My own Shaikhs used to say that when one goes
purchase anything with the intention of helping the mercharita&kah then although it is actually spent in
fulfilling one's ownneeds, still the money spent contributes towards the needy ones of the Holy Places. Thi
should be remembered at all times.

In my life | have twice had the good fortune of visiting the Holy Places with my Murshid Maulana Khalil
Ahmad (May he rest in pear During our stay there when somebody used to present him with any gift he
used to initially refuse accepting it. Should the person persist, he then used to advise them on he virtue a
reward of giving that same present to the needy ones of the Hardméaat, he then used to provide the
addresses of such needy and pious people for him. However, should the giver still persist in Maulan
accepting the gift, the Learned Master then used to accept it and then send me with the special instruction
buying something from the markets, so that some form of assistance be provided to the local merchants.

Hazrat Umai(RA) used to say: "One of the signs of generosity of a person is the fact, that provisions for the
journey are of the best quality.” In explaigithis saying the ulama have said that , the reference may be to
the good quality of the provisions for the journey.

A better explanation, however, is given by them meaning that for the journey one's temperament should |
such that he should not feel ibarden at all to spend freely.

In another saying of Hazrat Um@RA) he is reported to have said: "The best Hajji is he whose intention is
most pure and sincere, whose provisions for the way are the best, and whose faith in Allah is most stronges
(Ithaaf)

in a weak Hadith Rasulullatballaho Alaihe Wassallani$ reported to have said: "Whosoever is unwilling
and miserly with regard to spending in the way where Allah's displeasure and wrath lies, and whosoeve
delays his departure for Hajj for some Vdty reason, will find that the worldly cause and objective will be
delayed until such time the Hajj is return, and whosoever refuses to assist another Muslim brother in hi
need, will soon have to assist someone in some sinfu(eatgheeb)

Hadith Num ber Ten:

Hazrat Jaabi{RA) reports that RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallansaid: "A Hajji never becomes poor
and destitute.(Tabarani)

By the way of further elucidation, we quote another Hadith. Rasul(8ahaho Alaihe Wassallangaid:
"performing Hajj and Umrah many time drives away poverty." In another Hadith it is stated that:
"Continuous Hajj and Umrah prevents a Muslim from leaving this life with a bad ending, and keeps away
poverty."

In one Hadith it is mentioned: "Perform Hajj and becaiub, travel and become healthy.” In other words,
change the air, places and weather, often bring about better health. This has been experienced time and ag

In another Hadith it is related that : " Continuous Hajj and Umrah keeps away poverty amdhgrsame
way that fire removes rust from iron." (Kanz)

Hadith Number Eleven:
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Hazrat Aayesha R.A reports that she once sought permission from Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallan
to go for Jihaad. Rasulullah(Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) replied: ‘Moaad is Hajj.'(Agreed upon)

At another time Hazrat Aayesi{RA). asked RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallanwhether is Jihaad is

also obligatory on females. He replied: "Yes, such Jihaad, wherein there shall he no killing. Your Jihaad i
Hajj and Umrah."

Hazrat Hussein(RA) reports that a man came to Rasululig@uallaho Alaihe Wassallamgaying: "O
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallaml) am a weak person having little courage.”

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangaid: "come, | shall show you such a Jihaad wherein no thorn shall
prick you (no injury) and that is Hajj." (Targheeb)

Hazrat Aayeshg@RA) once sa: "O Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam), we see that Jihaad is the most
virtuous of all deeds, shall we women not then fight in the way of Allah?" Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi
Wassallam) replied: "The most virtuous form of Jihaad for you isédsfjpgbool.” (Targheeb)

Hazrat Abu Hurairal{RA) reports that RasulullafBallaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: "The Jihaad of the old
ones, the weak and the females shall be Hajj." (Targheeb)

In another Hadith it is stated: "The Jihaad of children, the aged eéa& and women is Hajj and Unrah."
(kanz). Further there are many Hadith to this effect. We shall look a tone more. In his farewell Hajj,
Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) addressing the women said: "This is your Hajj which you now
perform. Thereafteremain inside your homes." It is the result of this saying of Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi
Wassallam) that amongst his wives Hazrat ZaifRB) and Hazrat SowdafRA) never again went on
pilgrimage. They used to say: "when we had heard Rasulullah (8al#@laihi Wassallam) saying this with

our own ears, how then can we leave our homes to perform Hajj?" the other wives, however, used to go f
Hajj often, having before them the Hadith wherein Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) encouraged th
performance of Hajj and Umrah as many times as possible. (Targheeb)

it would appear that there is a clear contradiction in these two traditions from Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaih
Wassallam). In actual fact both are correct and there is no contradiction. For wmmeteed on long
journeys is rather a delicate matter in Islam. It is allowed only when certain strict rules laid down by the
Shar'iat are observed. Thus as far as Hajj and Umrah are concerned these may definitely be considered Jih
for them, and the ost rewarding form of Ibaadat. Therefore, Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) called
Hajj, the Jihaad of women. But because of the fact that very often it becomes exceedingly difficult for
women to observe all the rules concerning Hajj and travel, Ikdu(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallandok the
precaution by saying that they should remain in their homes after the first Hajj. One of the strict condition:
for women before proceeding for Hajj, is the compulsory requirement of the presence with her ofiaMahr
one you can never marry by law of the Shar'iat. In numerous sayings of Ras(&diého Alaihe
Wassallam)ve find that it is not permissible for woman to travel without the accompaniment of a Mahram.

In Mishkaat we find this Hadith: "It is not perssible for a man to be alone in a house with any strange
woman, an never even should a woman proceed on a journey alone.”

("Strange woman" here means a woman other than one's wife, mother, sister, daughter, grandmother, gra
daughter and aunts.)

Furthe Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) said: "A woman is something that should be covered. Wher
she leaves the house, the Shaytaan follows her and constantly makes attempts to mislead her."
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In one Hadith it is stated: Wherever a man and a (strangerwamre alone in a house, the third person
present is Shaytaan." (Mishkaat)

Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) once said: "Refrain from visiting 'strange’' woman".

Someone inquired: "And if he is a brotherlaw?" Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassatt) replied:
"Brotherin-law is death." (Mishkaat)

By death is meant by him being close and near to one another at all times, there are more chances of gett
involved, which ultimately will be the cause of destruction. There are many such warning$iadikh. One
should take very careful note of any contact with 'strange’ woman during Hajj, because it very often doe
happen that women and men find themselves in such situations that they are alone in places. In any case
not permissible for a womato proceed on a journey all by herself, whether it entails her being alone with
men in secluded places or not. It only means destruction of good deeds and situations fraught with sin.

Hadith Number Twelve:

Hazrat Ibn AbbaagRA) reports that RasulullaiSallaho Alaihe Wassallamgaid: "whoever desires to
perform Hajj, should hasten towards performing i." (this Hadith encourages the performing of Hajj as soon a
Is possible after having made sincere intentions towards it, as amh$ Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi
Wassallam))(Abu Daud)

In another Hadith it has been stated: "Hasten to perform your obligatory Hajj, for one knows not what sha
happen (to prevent it)." (Targheeb)

In one Hadith it is stated: "Make haste to perfdfiagj, because one knows not what lies ahead. Perchance
illness may overtake you or some other necessity (may demand your attention). (kanz)

In one Hadith it is stated: "Hajj should be performed before nikaah."

In a further Hadith it is also said: "Whaavhas to perform Hajj should do so in haste, for a sickness may
overtake him, or his means of conveyance may become unavailable, or some other necessity may prevent
departure." (Kanz)

In one Hadith it is said: "Do hasten towards Hajj before somesexmevents it." (Kanz)

In view of these Ahaadith, the majority of Imams from among the Imams of Figh, are of the opinion that Hajj
should be performed at the first opportunity after it becomes obligatory on a person. Should he delay, he is
sinner. Raslullah (Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanm reported to have said further: "Perform Hajj, it holds twenty
times more reward than Jihaad." (Kanz)

In one Hadith it is stated: "To perform Hajj is to make Jihaad and to perform Umrah is to make nafil." (Kanz)

Hadith Number Thirteen:

Hazrat Abu HurairalfRA) reports that Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) said: "whoever sets forth in
a journey to perform Hajj and passes away on route, for him shall be written the reward of a Haaji until the
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day of Qiyaamat; anevhoever sets forth to perform Umrah and passes away on route, for him shall be
written the reward of a Mu'tair until Qiyaamat; and whoever sets forth on a journey to fight in the way of
Allah and passes away on route, for him shall be written the rewaed Mtijaahid until the day of
Qiyaamat."(At-Targheeb)

Such is the reward of Hajj. We look at two further Ahaadith in this respect. In Targheeb we read: "When
person sets forth to perform Hajj or Umrah and passes away on route, he shall not be betarghfllah)
for judgment, nor will he have to give account. It shall be said to him: "Enter into Paradise." (Targheeb)

In another Hadith it is stated: "The House of Allah is one of the Pillars of Islam." Whoever sets forth from his
house to perform Hapr Umrah and dies on the way, shall enter paradise; and whoever returns after havinc
performed it, returns with great reward and wealth. Wealth here means that he shall in this world b
reimbursed with that which he spent. (see the discussion on Hadiffo)No.

In one Hadith it is stated: "Whoever passes away on the wdgk&ahfor Hajj or on the way back shall not
be brought forth for judgment, nor shall he be reckoned with." (Targheeb)

In one Hadith it is said: "Whoever passes away on roulkéakkahfor Hajj or Umrah, shall not be judged,
neither shall be reckoned with. He shall directly enter paradise. (Kanz)

In one Hadith it is said: "The most manner for a person in which to die is when he dies after having
completed his Hajj or after fasting dagi Ramadhaan." (Kanz) In both these cases he dies having been
cleansed from sin.

In one Hadith it is stated: "Whosoever passes away while in ihraam, shall rise up from his grave o the day
Qiyaamat, reciting labbaik."

Hadith Number Fourteen:

Hazrat Im Abbaas(RA) reports that a Sahabiyah (a Muslim lady who saw Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi
Wassallam) once said to Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam): "O Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi
Wassallam), the obligation of Hajj has come at a time now when tmgrfes a very old and weakly man. He

is unable to remain seated on a camel (or horse). Can | then proceed to perform Hajj on his(Bghedi@"
upon)

Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) replied: "Yes, you can."

Another Sahab{RA) also came with a&imilar request: "O Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam), my
sister made vow that she would perform Hajj. Now she has passed away. What should we do?"

Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) replied: "Should she have passed away while she owed someol
something, would you have settled that debt?"

The man replied: "Yes indeed."”

Rassulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) said: "This is a debt due to Allah. Settle it." (Mishkaat)
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In another instance one Sahaabi came to Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Mfa$salying: "My father is very
old. Neither can he perform Hajj nor Umrah, nor can he travel about." Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi
Wassallam) said: "In that case perform Hajj on his behalf as well as Umrah.' (Mishkaat)

In one similar Hadith Rasulullah (B#aho Alaihi Wassallam) replied to this question by saying: "If your
father was in debt, and you paid his debt, would it be considered as discharged?"

He said: "Yes it would be discharged.”

Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) said: "Allah is mowsrciful. (Why will Allah not accept it).
perform Hajj on behalf of your father." (Kanz)

Kanzul Ummaal mentions a Hadith in which it is stated: "Whoever performs Hajj on behalf of his parents,
after they had passed away, he shall be save from the firellpfvhile for the parents the reward of a full

Hajj shall be written. The reward of the one who performs it shall not be decreased. And no one can d
anything better for his near relatives than to perform Hajj on their behalf, and sending the reWwand ito t

their graves."

One Sahabi inquired: "O Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam), when my parents were alive, | used f«
treat them well. Now they are dead, | still wish to look after them as before. How can | do that?"

Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi \ssallam) replied: "when you perform salaat, then perform salaat on their
behalf as well, and convey the thawaab to them; and when you fast, fast on their behalf as well."

One Sahabi asked Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam): 'O Rasulullah (SaksléahioWassallam)
when we give charity on behalf of the deceased ones, or perform Hajj, and pray for their forgiveness, doe
the benefit of these actions of ours reach them?"

Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) replied: "indeed it does reach thethegndecome so please with
it, just as if someone had placed a present before them in a plate.' (Manaasik Qari)

Note: There are two ways in which Hajj may be performed on behalf of someone else. Firstly there is th
nafil Hajj, Umrah or tawaaf on behalff @anyone else. Secondly there is the Hajj which had become
compulsory on the persons on whose behalf it is being performed. Here then there are some conditions. It
best that these should be inquired from the learned ulama when required.

Hadith Number F ifteen:

Hazrat JaabifRA) reports: "Verily Allah causes three people to enter into Paradise through one Hajj; The
deceased, (on whose behalf this Hajj is being performed) the Haaji performing it and he (the heir or other
who makes possible its perfornee (by financial aid).(Kanz)

Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) has said that when a person performs Hajj on behalf of another, |
gets the same reward as the one whose behalf it is being performed. (Kanz)

Ibn Hazrat MuwaffagRA) says: "I have prformed Hajj numerous times on behalf of Rasulu(@allaho
Alaihe Wassallam)Once Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) appeared in my dream and said: "O Ibn
Muwaffaq, did you perform Hajj on my behalf?"
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| replied : "Yes Rasulullah (Salallaho AlaMiassalam).”
Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) said: "and did you recite Labbaik on my behalf?"
| replied: "Yes Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam)."

Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) then said: "On the day of Qiyaamat | shall repayfyibuOn that
day | shall take your hand and take you into Paradise while the rest of the people will continue to be reckone
with and called to account.” (Ithaaf)

Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) is also reported to have said: "A Hajj perfaméehalf of
another causes for four people to receive the reward of a Hajj; the one who made the wasiyyat (bequest) tl
it should be performed on his behalf; he who wrote down the testament; he who financed the Hajj and f
who performed the Hajj." (Kanz

in case of Haje Badal it is essential that the niyyat for performing Hajj on behalf of someone else should be
sincere. The Haaji should have no aim other than to perform Hajj duties on behalf of someone else and
assist his fellow Muslim. Where oth&tentions enter into the picture, for example, where the Haji intends
getting financial gain or other worldly benefit, that person on whose behalf Hajj is being performed will
definitely get his reward, but the person who performs it , is deprivee gfréat blessing.

Hazrat Imam Ghaza(RA) writes that whoever perform Hajj for a fixed sum of money is actually selling his
Deen for the sake of worldly gain. For this reason one should not make a special occupation of it, because
rewarding us for ouDeen (religious activities) Allah often grants us worldly wealth and power as well. But
by selling the Deen our worldly wealth does not increase. Allah certainly does not grant us Deen in return fc
worldly activity and gain.
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Chapter 2 - Grave Warnings For Not Performing Hajj.

Hajj is one of the pillars of Islam, and by the coming of Hajj into Islam did this religion become complete.
(see first chapter). For those who fail or refuse (and are indifferent) to perform Hajj, severe warnings hav
been given

Aayat Number One:
"Pilgrimage to the House (of Allah) is a duty man owes to Allah upon those who can afford the journey."
(Surah Alelmran- 97)

The ulama inform us that Hajj became obligatory when this verse was revealed. When we look at he ver:
we e a lot of emphasis and stress. Let us study it:

Firstly, we find a Laam on the word of Allah (Lillaahi) which lays emphasis on the fact that Hajj is
obligatory. (see Allama Ainy)

'‘Alan-naas' is another term that denotes extreme emphasis.

The mentionof the word 'Manis Tataa'a’ which lays emphasis in two different ways. One is, a noun in
opposition, and the other is, that the obligatory duty of Hajj on people, in the aggregate, is expressed here
detail.

'Wa man kafara' (who disbelieves) this isaad a great threat. Allah uses two word 'kufr' for those who
refuse (don't care) to perform Hajj.

After that, Allah in apparent anger states that, should man refuse to obey this injunction, then He lose
nothing at all.

Lastly, more anger is expressetien Allah states: that He is most definitely not in need of anything at all in
this universe as well as beyond it."

Much of the above will only be truly appreciated by those who understand the Arabic language. My aim ir
mentioning them here is merely sbow how much emphasis Allah has laid upon Hajj being 'FARDH" and
the great danger in failing to perform it.

It is reported that Hazrat Um@RA) used to say: "Whosoever has health and (sufficient) wealth to bring him
to Hajj and still does not go for Hajnd dies without performing it, then on his forehead the word 'KAAFIR'
shall be written on the day of Qiyaamat.”" Then Hazrat UiiR&) used to recite the verse mentioned above
unto 'Wa man kafar'. (Durre Mansoor)

It is reported that many great ulamarfr among the Taal@en used to say that when a person is so rich that
Hajj becomes obligatory on him, and he still does not perform Hajj, then none of us will perform the Salaa
ul Janaazah over him. They are ShaeJubair, Ibrahirul-Nakhee, Mujaahid ahHazrat Taoos R..A. all

great men (Ithaaf)

The ulama and especially the four great Imaams did not consider a personMKaafine does not perform
Hajj (even though he has means). They only did that when he denied that fact that Hajj is a pillar of Isla
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and an obligatory duty. However, the threats and warnings from Allah and His Rasool (Salallaho Alaihi
Wassallam) are such that it would bring one very near to Kufr.

Aayat Number Two:
"And spend of your substance in the way of Allah, and make not yourhands contribute to your
destruction.'(Surah AlBagarah 195

Some of the commentators of the Holy Qur'an are unanimous that this verse refers to the pilgrimage amo
other things pertaining to the obligations and duties we owe to Allah. This verserages to spend in
Allah's way; to spend in Hajj and warns that refusal to spend that which Allah given in His own path mean:
destroying your own self with your own hands. There can be no doubt in this. Hereafter we shall quote
number of Ahaadith.

Hadith Number One:

Hazrat Ali (RA) says Rasulullah’ (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) said: "Whoever possesses the provisions (fo
the journey) and the means of transport to bring him to the Hose of Allah yet he does not perform Hajj, the
there is no differencenihim dying as a Jew or as a Christigifitmidhi)

To substantiate this, Rasulullah (Salallaho Alaihi Wassallam) recited the verse "Pilgrimage to the House (c
Allah) is a duty."

This Hadith according to the strict code of the Muhadditheen (expektadith) has a weak sanad, yet the
verse of the Qur'an quoted above as well as numerous Ahaadith substantiate the contents of this Hadith.
Hazrat Imaam Ghaza(RA) also writes about this Hadith saying that this Hajj is indeed a very important
form of worship that the defaulter is regarded equal to a Jew or a Christian in the sense of being misguided.

Hadith Number Two:

Hazrat Abi UmamgRA) reports that RasulullatBallaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: "Whoever fails to perform

Hajj while not being prevented from it by a definite and valid necessity, or by oppression from an unjust
ruler, or by sever iliness, and then passes away, in such a state has the choice to die as a Jew, if he so wis
or as Christian if he so wishe@arimi)

The same type of Hadith is reported by Hazrat UR&Y) in it is thrice mentioned: "he has the choice to die
as a Jew if he so wishes or as a Christian." Another report from Hazrat(RAjadoes not do so, theroy
can swear (by Allah) that he has died as a Christian or as a Jew." (Kanz)

Note: It is possible that this is Hazrat Umar R.A own opinion. The ulama are agreed that not performing Ha
while being able to do so, does not make one a Kaafir. Kufr onlplestes itself on a denial of it. Here |

wish to add another saying by Hazrat UnflRA): "I would have liked to announce in all the towns under
Islam that whoever has the means, yet does not go to perform Hajj, should be forced to pay the Jizya, beca
heis not a Muslim.' (jizya is a tax that the Muslim Ruler takes from theNhaslim inhabitants of an Islamic
country. It is never taken from a Muslim).

Hadith Number Three:
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Hazrat Ibn AbaagRA) said: "Whoever has enough money to perform Hajj and doedmeo, or enough
wealth making Zakaat obligatory on him, and he does not give it, he shall surely at the time of his death be
to be sent back to the worldKanz)

The fact that they shall beg to be returned to this earth is a reference to thenvBtsahh Mu'minoon which

Is thus: "In falsehood and deception will the be until when death comes to one of them, he says: "O My Lorc
send me back to life, in order that | may work righteously in the thing | neglected.’ By no mean! But is a
word he says." Bfore them is a partition till the day they are raised (futah 23 verse 99 and 100)

Hazrat Aayesh@RA) says: "For the sinner, the grave means destruction. Black snakes will start biting him
from the head (downward) and from the feet (upwards) umy imeet biting up t the waist." That is the
punishment of Barzakh mentioned in the verse above. (Durre Mansoor)

It is reported that Hazrat Ibn Abba@$$A) said: "Whoever has the means to go for Hajj and does not do so, or
has sufficient wealth that mak&akaat obligatory on him and he does not do so, then at the time of death he
shall beg to be returned to the world." Hearing this someone asked: "but that is what the disbelieves will do”
(in another words the verse refers not to the Muslims, but teai&luslims)

Thereupon Hazrat ibn Abbaas said; "I will then recite to you other verses from the Holy Qur'an where
Muslims too will beg for the same". He the recited the last verses of Surah Munafigoon:" O you who believe
let not your riches or your chilen divert you from the remembrance of Allah. If you act thus, the loss is
their own and spend something (in charity) out of the substance which we have bestowed upon you, befo
death should come to any of you, and he should say: 'O my Lord, why didygive me respite for a little
while? | should then have given largely in charity, and | should have been of the doers of good. But to n
soul will Allah grant respite, when the time appointed (for it) comes; and Allah is well acquainted with what
you do’ (Surah 63 verse 10 and 11)

In another Hadith Hazrat Abba@RA) recited the above Aayat and said: "this refers to the Muslim when
death comes to him and he has not discharged his Zakaat or performed his Hajj or discharged his duti
towards Allah, there will beg to be sent back to his world." But Allah says in the Holy Qur'an: "But to no
soul will Allah grant respite when the time appointed (for it) has come." (surah 63 verse 11) (Durre Mansoor

Hadith Number Four:

Hazrat Abu Saeed KhudfRA) repors that RasulullaliSallaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: "Allah says: "That
servant of mine whom | have given health and sufficient sustenance and he allows five years to pass |
without visiting my House, he is verily deprived of great goodness and many g&%8bn Hibaan)

This is not the only Hadith of its kind. Many others with similar contents can be mentioned. It would appeat
that according to this Hadith it would have been obligatory for every healthy person who has the means , -
perform Hajj oncen every five years. But because of other Ahaadith where it is clearly stated that Hajj is
only obligatory once in a lifetime, this Hadith is interpreted thus; that it is advisable for such people to
perform Hajj after every five years. No one can denyau¢ that failure to visit the Holy Ka'bah under such
circumstances deprives one of great blessings, especially when we take into consideration that all health &
wealth comes from Allah, and that Allah Himself speaks in this Hadith of giving health adtith. wéence, if

any worldly needs seen to prevent our visit to the Holy Places, it should not be allowed to keep us awa
However, if any religious need keeps us away after we have already performed the obligatory Hajj, then suc
a need should be given fgeence over our desire to perform a nafil Hajj. For example, when there is a large
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number of people around us in need of food, clothes and drink, then in such a case it is more virtuous a
rewarding to give charity than to proceed for nafil Hajj.

Hadith Number Five:

Hazrat Abu Jafa(RA) reports from his father who reports from his grand father that Rasul@ktaho

Alaihe Wassallamyaid: "Every man or woman who is stingy in spending in things or places in which lies
Allah's pleasure, he will be made to spend much more in such a cause which incurs Allah's displeasure, a
whoever, because of some worldly obstacle (requiring histat@rpostpones going for Hajj, will find that

the obstacle shall not be overcome until he sees the Haajis returning from their pilgrimage; and whoeve
(refuses) to assist another Muslim brother will be made to assist somebody in some form of sinful act fc
which there is no rewar@At-Targheeb)

According to the rules laid down by the Muhadditheen (scholars of Hadith) this Hadith is a weak one.
However, for such purposes, a Hadith like this may be quoted, and moreover general experiences corrobor
this Hadith. It is fact that people who try to avoid assistance in righteous, worthy causes, become involved i
prohibited dealings. You see them bribing in court cases etc. and worse than that you see them in gra
immoral acts. e.g. dancing, attending paraesl the cinema and spending money on it. When a person
spends the wealth Allah has so generously granted him, in good cause, he safeguards himself from such
acts. in these times one should take special not of these points. These warnings are farogleswho in

spite of having wealth do not perform their fardh Hajj. Those people who do not possess the wealth an
specially those on whom others are dependent, for them to attend to their needs is far more important th
nafil Hajj. In his famous kitab Madkhal, Hazrat Ibn Ameer Alhaaj R.A writes: "Many a person leaves his
family in want and goes to perform Hajj, when in reality Rasulullah (Salalaho Alaihi Wassallam) had said:
"It is sufficient a great sin that a man should leave behind in want efnsuste such persons whose food and
drink he is responsible for."
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Chapter 3 - Enduring the inconveniences of the Hajj journey.

Any journey has its difficulty and sufferings. Our shariat having taken that into consideration allowed that
any Salaat compming four Rakaats should be reduced to two while on travel. Rasu{@&laho Alaihe
Wassallam)himself said about travel:travel is a portion of hell-fire." Therefore traveling means
inconvenience and difficulty. So come what may any traveler to thePaces will undergo some suffering
enroute. But bearing in mind that this journey to the Kaaba is a journey in search of the Beloved One, or
should behave on the road like a lover seeking the beloved who awaits him. So whether he hears abus
languagedirected at himself or whether he is being sworn at or whether stones are cast on him, no matte
what difficulty he encounters the Haji should go ahead to the destination undeterred by any such obstacl
And by tolerating all sufferings and hardships wptitience, ones reward is increased, (in case where such
hardships are not contrary in effect to the interests of our Deen and health).

Hazrat Imam GhazalfRA) mentions an interesting point by saying: "whatever a person spends on this
journey, should bspent with pleasure, and whatever loss of life or wealth one experiences should be borne
with patience, because such things are the signs of a Hajj that is accepted by Allah."

To experience difficulty on the journey of Hajj is like spending in the wayhafl, where one Dri‘ham is
rewarded up to seven hundred times. To experience pain and hardships on Hajj is similar to the experience
the hardships of jihad. It should be noted that all hardships and losses experienced are not forgotten by Alle
but ae turned into rewards. (It'haaf)

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallansaid to Hazrat Aa'isha R.AVeérily the reward (of your Umrah) is
according to the amount of your hardships. "One's reward is increased to the extent of his hardships. Tt
does not man that a person should create unnecessary or unnatural difficulties for himself. For such artificia
difficulties there is no reward.

One Hadith in Bukhari illustrates this: "Once Rasulul|8hllaho Alaihe Wassallanpassed a person whose
hands were t@ with rope. Another man was pulling him by the rope around the Kaaba for tawaaf.
(Apparently the person was blind or had some other difficulty). Rasul(lallaho Alaihe Wassallangut

the rope and said: "Lead him and pull him by the hand."”

Another tine Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamgaw two persons tied together by a rope towards
Makkah Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangsked: "what is this?" They replied: "we made a vow that
we would proceed towards the ka'bah tied together like this.Ul&Es (Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanthen

said: "Cut the rope; such a vow is wrong. A vow is only made for righteous deeds; while this that you are
doing is Sataic." (Ainy-Bukhaari)

Going to Hajj on foot is a praiseworthy act, but only as one can behuttien of it. At the beginning of this
booklet we quoted the verse: "And proclaim the pilgrims among men. They will come to You on foot and or
every kind of camel, lean on account of journeys through deep and distant mountain highways."

One will notice tlat those coming on & are mentioned before thosen"camel." Some Ulama therefore,
deduce from this that traveling for Hajj on foot is more virtuous than traveling by any other means of
conveyance.

Ulama have gone s o far as to say that "For those people who have the habit of performing Hajj on foot, it
not necessary for them to have the means of transport before Hajj becomes obligatory on them. When th
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are healthy and have the strength of bahd when the road is safe (with sufficient food and drink) Hayjj
becomes compulsory on them. (see Ainy)

The great blessings of traveling for Hajj on foot has also been expounded by Rag@allaho Alaihe
Wassallam)We quote a few of these Ahadith.

Hadith Number one:

Hazrat Ibn Abbas R.A reports from Rasululig@allaho Alaihe Wassallanwho said: "Whoever goes for

Hajj to Makkahon foot, and return; for him is written the reward of seven hundred good deeds performed in
the Holy Haram for every stridaken." The companions asked: "And what is the meaning of good deeds of
the Haram?"

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamgplied: "Every good deed is granted the reward of one hundred
thousand good deed¢Kanz)

According to the above calculation it wld mean that seven hundred good deeds are equal to seventy million
good deeds. And such is the reward gained at every step; hence on can only imagine what the sum would
after completing the whole journey. Hazrat Ibn Ab{f8) is reported to have reconended to his children;

at the time of his death; that they travel for Hajj on foot, and quoted this Hadith to them. (It'haaf)

On numerous occasions the companions are reported to have heard Ragtdliiddo Alaihe Wassallam)
say: "The Salaah in the Han is equal to one hundred thousands Salaah."(Elsewhere)

Hasanul-Basari used to say: "In the Holy Haram one fast is granted the reward equivalent to that of on
hundred thousand fasts, and giving one Durham in charity brings the reward of one hundsschdh
Durham's. Similarly, every good deed inside the Holy Haram is rewarded one hundred thousand times mo
than any good deed outside the Haram." (It'haaf)

In the same way as reward is increased for good deeds in the Haram, so also are the pufostavieatsd

sin increased. This is why some Ulama maintain that it is makrooh to resiMekikah (more than is
necessary). At some time or other sins are committed, as man is prone to sin. And to commit sin there is
great calamity brought upon one'$f & oneself.

Just outside the Holy Haram is a place name RUKYA. Hazrat Ibn Apb&ssays: "For me to commit

seventy sins at Rukya is so much better than committing a sin Makleah"
This will be dealt within detail under the seventh Hadith of tdragix.

Hadith Number Two

Hazrat Aa'ishgRA) reports from RasulullaiSallaho Alaihe Wassallam)Verily the angels shake hands
with the Hajees arriving irMakkah mounted (on horses, camels etc), and embrace those arriving on
foot."(Baihaqi)

WhenHazrat Ibn Abbas become sick, he said: "Nothing fills me with more regret and sorrow than the fac
that | did not perform Hajj on foot."

Indeed Allah mentioned those arrivinghMakkahon foot in the Ayah of the Quran (Durre Mansoor)
This Ayah and it¢ranslation has been mentioned at the beginning of the book.
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Hazrat Ismail A.S. used to perform Hajj on foot. (Durre Mansoor)

Another report says that Hazrat Adam A.S performed Hajj one thousand times on foot from India.
(Targheeb)

Another report saysat forty of those pilgrimages were on foot. (It'haaf)

Hazrat Ibn AbbagRA) says that this was the practice of all the Hazrat Ambiya A.S. to perform Hajj on foot.
(It'haaf)

Mullah Hazrat Ali Qari R.A says: "That no matter what ones form of transporbeiaie best is to enter the
Haram on foot. And in this respect Hazrat Imaam GhdRal) also states; that it is better for a person who

is fit and able to walk tdlakkahand perform Hajj on foot. And to substantiate this he quotes that Hazrat Ibn
Abbas(RA) made wasiyyat (a bequest) to his children at the time of his death to do that, telling them tha
every stride taken, seventy hundred good deeds are rewarded each of which is rewarded one hund
thousand times. Therefore those who are used to walkmgdistances and it is safe for them to do so; then

it is desirable for them to perform Hajj on foot. Further, as for those young men who are strong and health
and all those who have a habit of walking and are sufficiently healthy and strong, itfiw esin that they
should proceed on foot froiMakkahto Mina and then onto Arafat Muzdalifah Mina etc. at least this much
should be done. Apart from the great reward, one get the opportunity by going on foot and performing s
many of those deeds whicheanustahab. How much do we not lose by not performing those mustahab deeds
as a result of being more or less bound to a certain form of transport. Moreover, the distances during Hajj a
not great at all for a strong and healthy person. On the eightharayvfakkahto Mina is a mer three miles;

on the morning of the ninth from Mina to Arafat is a distance of five to six miles. This should be no burden
for those who are fit and able to walk. The thawaab is so great that for each step taken; the reward will
70,000,000 rewards.

Hazrat Ibn AbbagRA) also said: "whoever walks (in Hajj) from Mina to Arafat shall receive 100,000 good
deeds of the Holy Haram."

It is reported that Ali bin Shu'aib came walking for Hajj from Nesapur more than sixty times. Aot ab
Mugheera bin Hazrat HakeefRA) it is known that more than fifty times did he go walking friiakkah

for Hajj. Hazrat Abul Abbas R.A performed Hajj more than eighty times on foot. Hazrat Abu Abdullah
Magrabi(RA) performed Hajj ninety seven times orofo(lthaaf)

How great is their reward at seventy million per step Qazi Ayaaz wrote in his book Shifa that a saintly mat
traveled the whole journey on foot? When people asked him about the great difficulty he encounter and tt
reason for undertaking hisyrney on foot, he said: "when a slave has run away from his master, is it suitable
that he returns to Master on foot or on horseback. Had | the strength to present myself before Him travelir
on my head; | would have done so." These are only a few exsraptaut the hardships of this journey.
Similarly, one should bear all those things that are against one's nature.

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamjp a hadith; to Hazrat Aa'ishéRA) that was mentioned at the
beginning of this chapter; said to herYbur reward is proportionately according to the hardships you
undergo.” This includes all types of hardships. All the hardships of this journey should be borne with
patience, tolerance; without anger or arguments. Hazrat Imaam G{R&alvrites that oneshould never

nag or annoy one's companion on the journey, instead one should ispad@ih, friendly and brotherly.
When any pain or injury is caused from their side then patience is required. In a case where one's temf
becomes unpleasant through watkiit is best to go by transport.
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Such is the journey to one's Beloved. Like an ardent lover traveling in the direction of the town where the
Beloved resides. His happiness, yearning and expectation is such that nothing on his way to his Belov
discourges him, not the heat of the day, nor the cold by night, nor the fierce winds or the rain from above
Neither should the taunts or disturbances of others, nor their abuse cause one's temper to flare and cha
from remaining cool and calm.
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Chapter 4 - Sgnificance of Ha jj and its Meaningful Benefits

In the real and true state of Hajj there is as a matter of fact a specimen or pattern of two scenes, and in e
and every act of Hajj there are two implied realities. Although in every one of Adlammands there are
manifold benefits and much wisdom, of which the significance and deeper meanings are mostly of suc
depth that our minds cannot even conceive them. But much significance on the other hand is such that eve
mind's can comprehend. SimikgrHajj is such that mostly the significance and wisdom that lies in its each
and every act is not easily understood. While many other significance and the Wisdom in them can easily
grasped.

Firstly, Hajj depicts death i.e. our departure from thislevand the circumstances after death. Secondly, it
gives a most vivid practical description of true love; devotion and adoration.

Haj as a Picture of Death

Let us see how Hajj depicts death and the hereafter. A Hajee leaves his home, bids farewshl teaf

ones and relatives; and departs from them just before he sets off alone. From there he proceeds to anot
country (as if into another world) leaving behind all those things which he was attached to and which ha
occupied most of his time; his bge, his family, his farm, his orchards and the company of his friends. Death
is the same, therefore, when one dies he leaves behind all this; his home, his family, friends, country at
everything that he loves. Such should the Hajees thoughts be whey lEavthe house of Allah, that in the
same way as he is now leaving all worldly things behind for a short period of time, similarly, that time shall
soon come; when without a choice he shall have to leave them forever.

After that, as when the Hajee nmds his camel, his horse or gets on the train, which begins to move him
further and further away from his house and dawaas, so does his deamnes relatives and friends lift his
janazah. Having lifted it to their shoulders they begin to move him fuatmefurther away from everything
that he loved. So he departs like the janazah being carried to the grave.

Some would come to bid farewell at home, some will go as far as the station and the real faithful ones me
even go further; up to the boat. The iios of the deceased and his friends is similar to that. Some may
come only to the house to have a last look at him; others will go a short way for the janazah prayers. The re
friends will go as far as the grave, to place him inside and fill the graheswil. The latter are like those
faithful ones who will bid farewell on the docks.

However on the boat (as well as in the grave) only those will accompany him, who could have been c
assistance to him n this life only, whether that be a friend, aveelar wealth. With regard to the journey,
some companions are such that at all times they will see to his comfort and happiness, thereby making t
journey a happy and pleasant one. Others will be such ill tempered and quarrelsome that at every step tt
will make his journey a most unpleasant ordeal. Exactly so are the circumstances of the deceased one. W
him will remain his deeds, which will abide by him till the end. His good deeds will indeed cause him great
comfort and pleasure on the journey be thereafter, (Akhirah), and his evil deeds will indeed cause him
severe pain and suffering. The good deeds will remain with us in the grave in the form of a most handson
person, while evil deeds will remain with us in the grave in the form of an exgbéedgly and fearsome
person.

The greatest comfort a Hajee enjoys in Hajj comes from the money and provisions, which are prepared |
him before leaving. Likewise, the greatest comfort one enjoys in the life after death is that which comes fror
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the good deds he performed before his death. Sometimes, in Hajj a person due to lack of money urgentl
requires more money; and you can imagine how happy one becomes; if that which he needs urgently is s
to him by some near relative or friend. How thankful i® @ that time? Similarly, how thankful will the
deceased be if after his demise his relatives, his friends or his children give charity, or recite Quran etc; ar
pray for the rewards and blessings of that to be conveyed to him. These will surely redohchuse that is

what our Rasulullal{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallansaid. In the next stage the Hajee then has to pass through
many perilous and unpleasant things. Thieves may rob hitemibered government officers will search his
luggage, query his documis etc. All these experiences remind us of various of the graves as when Munkar
and Nakeer will come to question us; our Imaan will be tested; snakes and scorpions and various insects w
be in the grave to punish us. In addition to this each one wi# tiee book of his deeds with him.

"Every man's fate we have fastened on his own neck.”

Certainly, many a rich Hajee; instead of having to go through all these bitter and unpleasant experiences gc
through the normal passport, immigration and customsdbties unharassed; and experiencing no
inconvenience reaches Hijaaz (his destination) in a short time. Likewise, those who toiled in this world an
successfully accumulated many good deeds will not even feel the ordeal of being put to test by th
qguestoning of Mankar and Nakeer; nor will they suffer other punishments of the grave on the journey to
their destinatiorthe Akhirat; which he will similarly reach in a short time. Then until Qiyamah he will rest in
great comfort like a bride on her first nigtelighted and happy; completely unaware of the hardships
surrounding her. Then again for the Hajee in the next stage the two white cloths worn by him as ih'raar
should always bring to mind the kafn he is to wear one day. When Labbaik (I am at thy $enviqgaesent)

IS being uttered aloud by him, he; the Hajee should remember the day of Qiyamah when all people will b
called upon by the angel who will blow the horn, to assemble before Allah for reckoning.

Entrance intdVlakkahbrings safety and peace. It is a place where Allah's mercy is sought and assured. Yet
on account of our misdeeds we should be uneasy and overcome with grief; that we do not find peace even
a place of peace; biakkahis a place of peace and securitherefore, throughout the staylfakkahwe

are reminded constantly of the fact that this place that offers peace to us is wholly due to the mercy ar
favors of Allah Taala only. Looking at the ka'bah should again bring to mind the sighting The Madkeer of
Ka'bah on the day of Qiyamah. For this reason; looking at the Ka'bah should be done with great fear ar
respect: as in the case of watching a great king at the time of entering his court. Tawaaf of the Ka'bah brin
to mind those angels who continugushake tawaaf around Allah's throne; at all times and will continue
doing so. When the Hajee holds the drapery of the Ka'bah with tears flowing down his cheeks; throwing
himself against the Multazam; it calls to mind the picture of a sinner having sigaedtea most kind, noble

and generous Master. He now comes to that Master, holding onto His clothes; throwing himself down befor
Him; and tearfully begs for mercy and forgiveness. This brings to mind how one will weep for his sins on the
day of the Qiyarah.

When a Hajee runs to and from between the Safa and Marwa,; it calls to mind those who will go running fror
place to place on the plain of Hashr (assembly) on the day of Qiyamah.

"They will come forththeir eyes humbled from their graves; like locissiattered abroad.” (Sutd-Qamar
7).

In my opinion this is what the Saee signifies. The story is told in full detail in the Hadith, that on the day of
Qiyamah; when all people will be greatly perplexed and worried as a result of unbearable and intensiv
hardships, and sufferings; they will decide to run to the prophets; for them to intercede on their behal
because of being the near ones of Allah: having no blemishes, being pure of sin and transgression.
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They will go first to Hazrat Adam A.S and say: "You are our father. Allah created you with his own hands.
He caused the angels to perform sajda before yo
intercede to Allah on our behalf." He will sdayNo | cannot, for what shall | answer when asked about eating
of the forbidden tree?" Go to Hazrat Nooh A.S. more worried now than ever, people will then run to Hazra
Nooh A.S and he too shall reply: "I cannot intercede on your behalf because atetlo¢ ti@ storm (deluge)

| asked an unwarranted question to save my son. Go to Hazrat Ibrahim A.S." He too will excuse himse
saying: "Go to Hazrat Moosa A.S" Hazrat Moosa A.S too will excuse himself, saying: "Go to Eisa A.S."
Verily he also will ask to bexcused; and he will refer them to Muhamn{&dllaho Alaihe Wassallanthen

he, our Holy prophetSallaho Alaihe Wassallamyill open the doors of intercession (Shafaa'at). The Hadith

Is long; but | only wish to illustrate the happening on that day; vieaple greatly worried, will run from

one to the other. What a tryiaay it will be.

What else can Arafat signify other than the Mah'shar; the plain where the reckoning shall take place? The
at Arafat we see them all on one plain: with the sun shifiorg above; we see them begging for mercy,
fearful of their sinful acts. Qiyamat will also be similar; only that it will be much more frightening ard awe
inspiring; in my humble opinion the thing that one should especially ponder over is the treaty iilade wi
Allah, before time itself was created by Him.

Long before the creation of mankind, Allah took an oath from the souls of all human beings ever to appear c
earth. In the words of the Quran Allah inquired from them; "Am | not your Lord?" they replied!."Y

In Mishaat we find a hadith related from Musnad Ahmad that Rasul(flalleho Alaihe Wassallansgid:

"This oath was taken at Arafat”. In my personal opinion the day of Arafaat should remind us of that
covenant. The greatest thought should be gieethis at Arafaat. What pledge was taken from us; and to
what extent did we fulfil the promise.

From Arafaat the journey is towards Muzdalifah; and Mina, Hazrat Imaam GKR23lstates that this vast
crowd moving in their thousands; pleading in theffedent languages; behind their own Imaams; each busy

in his own activities brings to mind the picture of Qiyaamat even more vividly. There too we shall see then
greatly perplexed, worried and in their great fear and anxiety we shall see them also beinimmgdvi
prophets; moving from place to place. Hence the Haji should adopt the greatest humbleness and humility
these stations.

That is how Haj appears as a picture of Qiyaamat. A symbolic representation of what is to come to each
us. When we lookteHaj in this light numerous details of it become clear to be understood.

Haj as an exposition of Ture Love

Secondly, Haj appears as a true exposition of affection and inordinate love; which is manifest in Haj. In orde
to understand this properly thdlaving should be borne in mind; man's relation with his Creator in Islam is
of two kinds. Firstly, man stands as a mere slave before Him, in a Mésterrelationship; where Allah is
Master, the Sustainer, the Creator, the All Mighty, and man is tvarderslave and subject. Man s the
worshipper; and Allah is the only One worthy of worship. For this reason everything in salaah emphasize
this relationship and radiates humility, humbleness and submission on the part of man. Hence, man ente
salaah unditurbed with dignity, neatly dressed with proper behavior; as in the case of one presenting himsel
at a royal court of some king; where special regulations are imposed for all as far as attire, neatness etc.
concerned. We therefore, see that for sathaltlothes must be clean, a person must have performed wudhu
(ablution), and with calmness and dignity; as in the case of being present before a king; the Musalli (one |
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prayer) stands before his Lord with his eyes lowered; and lifting his hands igpdars he then extols the
Lord, and glorifies His name. Thereafter; complying with the rules of the royal court; the arms are folded.
with hands held on the navel; and in sincerity favors are begged for by him from his king. Thereafter the
servant bendsaivn praising Him.

Things move to a climax as the musalli (one in prayer) prostrates himself. Thereby exhibiting his complet
weakness, humility and submission. While prostrating every single part of the body shows the humbl
attitude expected of a slawehile only the tongues praises Allah; his king. During salaah a complete tranquil
and dignified manner is required; as is expected in the presence of a mighty powerful king, in his court. The
is the reason why it is Makrooh to run towards the Masjid dtaad. One should walk calmly with dignity.
Then while waiting for salaah it is makrooh to sit with the fingers of one hand interlocked in the fingers of
the other. For the same reason it is makrooh to crack the finger joints and knuckles in salaahpagia to
without cause or necessity; to look around from side to side; to wear ones clothes in a manner other than t
way in which it should be worn; to hang clothes (coats, overcoats) over the body without putting the arm
through the sleeves, because ahaleesembles one's presence in the Royal Court. Salaah therefore breaks i
one talks to anyone (except Allah), or if the wudhu breaks, or if one laughs aloud; intentionally or
unintentionally; and also if one lifts both his feet of f the ground while joaka All these things nullify the
salaah because it is against dignity. When one ponder over all these things no doubt exists that salaaf
indeed the exhibition of true humility before the Creator and is in fact a perfect resemblance of the court c
theking of kings. That is then the one aspect of man's relationship with Allah; the Miaster king subject
relationship.

Secondly, there is between man and Allah another relationship based on love and gratitude. Here Allah is t
Lord, Sustainer, Benafent, Gracious, the One possessing all the attributes of beauty and perfection. Man by
nature possesses the ability to love, admire and adore beauty and virtue. Such has he been created.
second relationship is of Allah

As the possessor of all attrilest of beauty and perfection, and man as the admirer of that. It shows Allah as
the Beloved, man as the lover searching for the object of his love; and striving his utmost for the pleasure a
reciprocal love of his beloved. The distinct exposition of teiationship is shown in Haj. It shows a love so
great that everything is being sacrificed in the interest of gaining His love also.

The haji is seen right at the outset leaving home and severing all relations with his home, his family, hi
children anddear ones. He casts them all aside and then sets forth towards his most Beloved. His love is su
that without complaint or doubt he braves the journey through deserts and jungles, plains and mountain
valleys and hills, rivers and oceans to reach hisirdg®on. Greatly impatient and over anxious the journey
continues. The reason for this impatience and over anxiousness is the fact that the time has come near for
annual gathering of all His lovers at His House; A gathering for which He Himselfdueglithe invitation.

No doubt such a journey will contain its fair share of difficulties and obstacles, but with great tolerance thes
are overcome. So the Haji proceeds until it is time for ihraam; which is his attire in the presence of hi:
beloved. Withait any heaigear or shirt on the body; an appearance of a man humble and submissive withous
any form of adornment; in fact, that of an inordinate and ardent lover. In this manner his journey nears th
house of Allah; the house of his Beloved. Actually $t®uld have been the position the moment he sets
forth from his home and not merely at the borders of the Haram; hence some ulama are of the opinion that
is more virtuous and rewarding to perform the ihraam from one's home. However, because songsany thi
become haraam after performing ihraam; and because it becomes very difficult to remain in ihraam with a
its very strict rules; Allah in his wisdom decreed that it could be performed at the borders of the Haram
Therefore, when one enters the Haramdbos, he should be like an ardent lover, with disheveled hair and
dustcovered ihraam clothes; uttering aloud the labbaik.
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That is what RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallanmhade apparent when he said: 'Disheveled hair and one
laden in dust." The mannier which the Hajis present themselves is so much appreciated and liked by Allah
that He boasts about it in front of the angels saying; 'O my angels, look at the visitor of My holy house; witt
hair disheveled; and laden in dust; they come to Me'. It isookvihat after a long and tiresome journey this
will be the appearance. The more apparent this untidiness, the more it will show in devotion and love. Th
Haji searchingly continues his journey; and in this untidy state, while shouting the labbaik; Isetovesels

his goal, and then eventually entétakkah

It is to this that RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallanm¢ferred when he said: "Haj means raising the voice;
crying out aloud the labbaik; and shedding the blobthe Qurbani animal”. In fact marahaadith indicate

that the male Haji is encouraged to raise his voice while uttering labbaik. Rasybddaho Alaihe
Wassallam)paid: "Hazrat Jibra'il A.S. said to me; "Instruct thy companions to recite the labbaik with raised
voice". It is a fact thashouting this call and announcing one's presence at the gate of the Beloved with sc
much pleasure and yearning for Him is indeed a sign of ardent love. In this manner h&lekkais and

also the house of his Beloved. There we see him walking in cactesd the holy house. We see him in
reverence and love, touching the door; and holding unto it. Tawaaf commences at the Hajarul Aswad; tt
black stone; which a Haji is required to kiss or to touch with his hand. Rasu(@&laho Alaihe
Wassallam)called it 'The right hand of Allah'. That kissing of the Hajar is in symbolic terms the kissing of
the hand of his Beloved Master. Is that not a sign of Allah's grace to allow this insignificant man suct
liberty? To the great ones who lost and drowned therasgla the love of Allah, the touching of Ka'bah's
corners; and the stones; also the door of the Ka'bah: signify kissing the hands and feet of the beloved, whi
are manifest signs of love. Perhaps there is not a poet worth his name who did not inretaesrad his

works express this exposition of love.

'‘When | arrive at the house of my Layla; then | do kiss this wall sometimes; and that wall’

When RasulullaiSallaho Alaihe Wassallamgnce performed tawaaf he was seen placing his lips on the
black stone for a considerable time, until tears flowed from his eyes. He then saw Hazrat Umar R.A; standir
near him, with tears rolling down his cheeks. Seeing this he said; 'This is indeed @iptae tears are to be
shed". Further we see the Hajis' hugging the curtain that covers the Ka'bah. Here again it shows the love
hugging and pulling at the clothes of the beloved; while begging for his forgiveness; and attention and favor:
Similar isthe case of he who attaches himself to that section of the wall of the Ka'bah called the Multazarn
The Multazam is the section between the Hajarul Aswad and the door of the Ka'bah. It is significant and mo
blessed section where duaas are heard andicaigphs answered.

It is reported that RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallamgnd the hazrat Sahab@BA) used to attach
themselves to; and place their cheek against the multazam. It is something that brings to mind the search
one madly in love with hibeloved. The description of the ardent lover does not end there. After that the Haji
is seen running on top of the hill of Safa in the direction of Marwa and back numerous times. We see hir
with a bare head; and without his usual pants and shirts; rutaviggds his Maker, the object of his love, as
one who is deeply distressed. As a lover in that distressednstak@mowing whether he is worthy of his
Beloved's love; and ready to be tested by {Haining momentum we next see him leaviigkkahto spend

a night in Mina; from where he then proceeds in the morning for the desert waste of Arafaat. Continuing thi
trail o beloved, we see him the same night at Muzdalifah where he spends the night; and early the ne
morning he sets forth for Mina. Thereaftdéris back toMakkahand again to Mina. "What is the love for
Layla compared to the love for the every pathway is being trodden. What a hazardous journey it is; on
morning the lover is in one place; the afternoon at another; the evening again in alacthefhe last phase

of this unique scene of a searching lover comes at the time of stoning the Sahytaan at Mina, which signifi
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casting aside and obliterating everyone, and everything that can possibly come between the lover and t
Beloved; anything thtacan tear them apart; especially this Shaytaan that he now stones.

This phase ends with the sacrificial act of Qurbani. In reality this is the sacrifice of one's own self; which in
His mercy; Allah has changed to an animal sacrifice. This is the clifridwe dover's entity on the sacrificial

altar to his beloved Master. In other words before this he was prepared to sacrifice his health, wealth, strenc
and time. Now he sacrifices his most precious possession, his life, for Allah.

In the above paragraph merely sketched in brief how Haj has great similarity with an attached devotee
deeply in love. There has been no time to go into minute details. Apart from these there are numerous ott
points of wisdom and significance in Haj. This is the case Mlithllah's commands. Very often these points

of significance and intrinsic meaning are such that our intelligence does not even perceive. The more ot
ponders over these commands; day by day, more and more significance and meanings become clear
appareh Everyone looks at command of Allah according to his ability; from his own point of view, and with
his own professional eye, and each one will see very many different meanings. Hence a politician looking
Haj sees its many significance differently fransufi. These cannot all be put on paper here. Following, are a
further few points of the deeper meaning of Haj. These | wish to outline merely as a specimen indicative ¢
the many significance of Haj, similar to the two points of wisdom and virtue meualiat the beginning of

this chapter.

1) There are times when rulers, governors and kings call the various classes of their subjects together
discuss matters with them and receive reports. For this reason they are often made into variot
organizations; asheach has its annual conference. This is what happens in Haj where representative
from all over the glove, from all spheres of life and from all ranks; gather at His House. Such is the
Haj congregation.

2) Should any influential personality have any proposito put forward for the progress of the Muslim
world; thenMakkahduring the Haj is indeed the very best place to introduce such a proposal. From
there it is most certain that the terms of such a resolution will spread to all corners of the world.

3) What better place can there be for talks thanviakkah at the time of Haj; for discussions and
deliberations between rulers, ministers and ambassadors of the Islamic countries; for the
improvements of relations of all sorts; for the forming of unity andmration among them? There
at the spiritual headquarters of Islam with the added influence of the spirit of goodwill and
brotherhood at the time of Haj; some solution is sure to be found to solve their problems.

4) So many are the different tongues and dialespbken around the Ka'bah at Haj. At once one can hear
Arabic, Urdu, Hindi, Persian, Japanese, Push'tu, Chinese, English etc. spoken by the many thousar
of Hajees. What a grand expose of the cosmopolitan nature of Islam. A linguist and a lover of
languaes cannot find any place more to his liking than this.

5) No where else can a person see a better exhibit of the soldier like uniformity as on the Haj journey
This uniformity is a special and unique symbol and badge of Islam. Hence, we see all the Hajees i
the same dress, following the prescriptions and commands, avoiding the same prohibitions, doing tf
same actions at the same time.

6) For years and years an unsuccessful struggle; resisting capitalism; is being carried on among tt
various nations to attaequality between the rich and the poor, and to narrow the gaps between them.
To date no real solution has been found. Islam on the other hand; with its practical and realistic
approach to problems has solved this one in a most easy manner. We see lityebequght to the
fore in salaah, fasting, zakaah and in Haj; and no better solution and cure has been found than that
to this day. These Islamic principles, which are undoubtedly the best and most effective and workabl
solution to the world at largen condition that these principles be applied in conjunction with the true
fundamental teachings of Islam.
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7) Similar to the aforanentioned; it is a fact that no better demonstration for the teaching and
propagation of equality between the various clasaasbe seen, than that in Haj. Here at the same
time; and at the same places; for a substantial period of time, the rich and the poor, the Arab and tt
Turk, the Englishman and the African etc; all dressed in the simple pilgrims garb present themselve
for the remembrance of Allah. All barriers of rank, class, wealth and status are set aside.

8) To observe national celebrations people make elaborate arrangements; lavish preparations a
extensive propagation, well advance. For Muslims the first two weeks ofifah are more
important than similar celebrations, for which there is neither special arrangements nor lavish expens
or extensive propagation made.

9) Haj is the ideal occasion for Muslims of the world to foster brotherhood, love acquaintance and
relatiorship of unity.

10) A golden opportunity exists at Haj time for the spread of Islam and the revival of the concept of true
Islamic living. Those present iMakkah and the surrounding area duty bound ethically to deal
hospitably with those arriving for Haj. Trimspitality in this case means to increase their enthusiasm
for Dee; and to provide an incentive; and encourage them to follow the path of Islam; and also tc
revive and reform their love and liking for Deen.

Similarly, those arriving from foreign land$i@uld assist the local people in this noble work of
inviting and encouraging others to the true path. In such cases the real benefit to Islam and th
Muslims world in crystal clear.

11) The intermingling of the rich and the poor during Haj has added advarfitaigentermingling does
much to remove the pride and haughtiness of the rich; while making the poor feel themselve:
completely at their own home, among fellow brothers. The rich whose necessities are many turn t
the poor for help; i.e. carrying goodsiaking, transport arrangements, which they find difficult to do
themselves. On the other hand, the poor to fulfill their financial needs turn to the rich. Due to this
contact the relationship does not remain one of acquaintance and hospitality onlywebopsiento
love and friendship. This it to its fullest extent witnessed during Haj.

12) We all know that a vast gathering of Muslims; particularly with humbleness and sincerity is a
magnetic point for invoking Allah's mercy, grace and generosity. This isiapeso when they are
truly humble and sincere. No better show of this can be seen than that scene of the huge gathering
sincere and humble people on the plain of Arafaat.

13) The greatest advantage achieved from Haj is the preservation of the monueestiaigs of our
predecessors, especially the methods of the prophets.

14) Through this Haj journey it also becomes possible to get acquainted with the various countries whicl
one passes; and also as a result of coming into contact with their peoplesmarthés knowledge is
gained about the agriculture, industries, products and conditions prevailing in other countries.

15) From an educational point of view Haj is most beneficial. So many learned ones from a great numbe
of countries; and graduates from numerauniversities come together; which leads to worthy
discussions on educational topics. One gets to know the views, progress, decline and achievements
those various institutions. All this definitely affords an opportunity of teaching others and diso at t
same time learn from them.

16) Similarly, great saints attend the Haj gathering annually; whereby an opportunity is offered to derive
spiritual benefit from their esteemed presence.

17)In Haj, the Haji resembles the angels who are an innocent and sinlessncoéallah. They are
continually busy performing tawaaf of Allah's throne. His action is similar while performing tawaaf
of the Ka'bah; as the Hadith states that: "whosoever imitates a group is regarded as one of then
Those angels never commit any aechtrary to Allah's will; therefore imitate them. Thus resembling
their tawaaf of Allah's throne is praiseworthy action.
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18) Among previous nations monkery used to be the highest order, and greatest achievement for man. .
the end of Islam it was henceforttopibited and in its place Islam instituted a refined decree; known
as the Haj journey. Thus avoiding all things of adornment, sexual intercourse; in fact even talk abou
sex during ihraam. (Ithaaf)

19) Among many people and religious groups there has beewgutem since time immemorial to
organize annual fairs; as for example the fairs of Europe in the middle ages, the Hindu Melas
Catholic masses, Ancient Egypt, Babylon,-Rlamic Arabia, etc; which people await, and they also
prepare themselves for suchtigerings annually. This all is done well in advance. In such fairs sport,
play entertainment, amusement, joy and pleasure is the theme of the day. Islam removed this type of
fair; of meaningless worldly affairs; and made a change for the better byhitdj was made into a
gathering where people came together in the name of Allah; for the sake spent on worldly pleasure
and sheer amusement was diverted to the brief in the oneness of Allah and love for Him.

20) Haj also means a visit to the blessed placegevti®mse who had inordinate and ardent love for Allah
spent their energies in worshipping Him, until eventually they sacrificed their lives for Him.

21) While on the one hand provides a means of cleansing the character; it also assists in giving health
thebody. Rasulullal{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: "Travel and become healthy." (Kanz)

A change of climate is good for health, and Haj provides a good opportunity for this.

22) Haj is actually a means of continuing and reviving the remembrance of that watsbipfrom the
time of Hazrat Aadam A.S. has been part of every religion.

23) Haj in itself holds a great lesson. It is a visit to the Holy citidglakkahandMadinah Visiting these
two places; in the first place; refreshes the remembrance of them in our minds. Sedakijhis
the town where in the early days of Islam Muslims used to live in utter poverty, oppression,
persecution and injustice. However, with greatseverance and humility they went through all those
atrocities and hardships brought to bear on them by the disbelivédekkdh

Later came a time; after the Hijrat: when they conquéviedtkah and after having successfully
settled down irMadinah they not only completely pardoned their enemies due to the kindness at
heart, but progressed further owing to the deep conviction of the truth of their religion. They also
displayed the most sublime characters to spread Islam afar; so that its lighs $preaery nook and
corner of the entire globe.

Haj means this visit to these towns, which revives the remembrance in us of the heroic achievemen
of the devotees of Allah.

24) Haj refreshes the memory and revives our love for our Nabi Muhar(@@didho Alahe Wassallam)
himself. Makkahis his birthplace where up to fifithree years of age he spent various stages of his
life. Thereafter he migrated tdadinah where he peacefully rests in his grave. Visiting these two
towns definitely revives memories ofataand every stage of his life.

When people wish to retain the love for some special person; various types of memorials, statues ef
are erected. Islam has instituted the Haj, during which; among other numerous advantages tr
memory of RasulullaliSallalo Alaihe Wassallamjefreshed and love for him increases.

25) Haj is indeed the best means of lending strength and power to the center of Islam, and it provides tt
best means to render assistance and help to the people of the two Holy Harams. It als@ ghes on
ideal opportunity to study and have an insight of the citizens of these two Holy places. It has beel
proved that when the pilgrims do in actual fact see the needs of these people; and their plight;
feeling of readiness to assist them is therefooesed in the hearts of the visitors of the Holy Ka'bah
andMadinah This mutual and sympathetic attitude normally continues to be felt long after Haj.
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In brief, these points have been mentioned regarding the benefits of Haj. There are so many mothisbut le
be remembered that at all times the true aim of Haj is actually to strengthen the contact with Allah, and t
remove the love for worldly things.

I wish to end this chapter with a story related by the author of 'Ithaaf'.

Short Story

Once one othe mureeds of Sheikh Shilbi; the great saint; came to visit him after having performed Haj. The
Sheikh asked him some questions. The mureed continues the story:

The Sheikh asked me: "Did you make a determined niyah for Haj?"

| replied: "Yes | made a fin intention for performing Haj."

Sheikh: "Together with having made a firm intention for Haj; did you also have a firm niyah of forever
giving up doing all those things you did since you were born that are opposed to the spirit of Haj?"

| replied: "No, Idid not."

Sheikh: "In that case you had no niyah for Haj". Then he said: "At the time of entering into the Ihraam, dic
you remove your clothing?"

| replied: "Yes, | did".
Sheikh: "At the time did you pledge to remove from you everything save Allah?"
| replied: "No | did not".

Sheikh: "In that case you did not remove your clothing". " Did you cleanse yourself by means of ghusl anc
wudhu?"

| replied: "Yes | did clean myself in that manner".

Sheikh: "At that time did you also become cleansed fronvdlaad faults?"

| replied: "No, that | cannot say".

Sheikh: "In that case you did not cleanse yourself". " Did you recite Labbaik?"
| replied: "Yes, | did recite labbaik".

Sheikh: "Did you at that time hear the answers of Labbaik from Allah?"

| replied: "NO, | received no reply".

Sheikh: "In that case what kind of Lab'baik did you recite?" "Did you enter the Holy Haram?" (i.e. the area
aroundMakkah).
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| replied: "Yes, | did".

Sheikh: "Did you at that time pledge to leave aside every Haramilgex) act forever?"

| replied: "No, | did not".

Sheikh: "Then you did not enter the area of the Haram Sharief at all". "Did yoMuaidiaH?"
| replied: "yes, | did'.

Sheikh: "When you did; did you also see the Hereafter?"

| replied: "No, | did ndsee anything."

Sheikh: "Then you did not visNakkaH'. "Did you enter the Holy Mosque?"

| replied: "Yes, | did".

Sheikh: "Did you then, on entering felliet nearness of Alldh

| replied: "No, did not".

Sheikh: "Then you never actually entered Muessjid". "Where you present at the Ka'bah?"
| replied: "Yes | was".

Sheikh: "Did you then see that entity; due to which the Ka'bah is visited?'

| replied: "No, | saw nothing"

Sheikh: "Then you never saw the Ka'bah". "Did you perform ramal at the titaevaaf around the Ka'bah"
(Ramal signifies a running motion).

| replied: "Yes".

Sheikh: "Did you at that time flee from this world in such a manner that you felt you were completely out of
this world?"

| replied: "No"

Sheikh: "In that case you did hperform ramal”. "Did you place your hands on the black stone and kiss it?"
| replied: "Yes, | did".

The Sheikh then became very pale and greatly frightened, so much so that a shriek passed from him, and
said; "Woe unto you; Rasulullaf®allaho AlaiheWassallam)has said; "Whoever places his hands on the
black stone, is like him who actually shook hands with Allah; and whoever shakes the hand of Allah shall ir
every way remain safe from all things". "Did you then feel anything about that security?'

| replied: "No, I did not'.
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Sheikh: " Then you did not touch the black stone. "Did you perform two rak'akhs at he Madja@tmm?"
| replied: "Yes | did".

Sheikh: "You were at that particular time placed on a high rank by Allah; did you carry out wloat fisr
that high rank; for which you stood there?"

| replied: "No | did nothing".

Sheikh: "In that case you did not perform salaah at the Magdanahim”. "Did you perform Sa'ee between
Safaa and Marwa; and did you ascend the Safaa?"

| replied: "Yes.
Sheikh: "And what did you do there?"
| replied: "I recited takbeer, thrice; and prayed to Allah to accept my Haj".

Sheikh: "Did the angels also recite the takbeer with you?", and "Did you have any knowledge of the
significance of your own takbeers?"

| replied: "No".

Sheikh: "Then you descend; did you feel all evil and every weakness departing from you, and inne
cleanliness entering yourself?"

| replied: "No".
Sheikh: "Then you never ascended Safa nor descended from it". "Did you run betwesamd3d&awa?"
| replied: "Yes".

Sheikh: "At that time of running, did you feel yourself running away from everything else; beside Allah; and
reaching Him?"

(Referring to the Qur'anic verse; Surah Shu'ra; "And | fled from you when | feared You", andirAllah
another place also says: "And flee towards Allah".)

| replied: "No'.

Sheikh: "Then you never ran". "Did you ascend Marwa?"

| replied: "Yes".

Sheikh: "While on Marwa; did you acquire great inner calmness and peace, that descended upon you?"
| replied: 'No'

Sheikh: "Then you never ascended Marwa". "Tell me, did you proceed to Mina?"
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| replied: "I did".

Sheikh: "while you were there did you attain such hopes in Allah that have nothing to do with evil?"

| replied: "No".

Sheikh: "Then you never wetd Mina". "Did you visit Masjidul-Khaif?"

| replied: "Yes"

Sheikh: "And did you then experience such fear for Allah that you never ever experienced before?"

| replied: "No"

Sheikh: "Then you never entered MasjidKhaif". "Did you reach the plain dirafaat?"

| replied: "Yes".

Sheikh: "And on Arafaat, did you recognize the cause for your coming into this world what you are doing
here and where you shall proceed to afterwards; and did you recognize the thing that points towards the
things?"

| replied: "No".

Sheikh: "Then you never visited Arafaat". "Did you visit Muzdalifah?"

| replied: "Yes".

Sheikh: "And did you remember Allah there; so much so that everything else was forgotten; as Allah ha
mentioned?" (Referring to the Qur'anic verse: "Arednember Allah at the Mash'arul Haraam plain of
Muzdalifah'.)

| replied: "No"

Sheikh: "In that case you never reached Muzdalifah" "Did you perform Qurbani at Mina?"

| replied: "Yes"

Sheikh: "Did you then sacrifice your own self?"

| replied: "NO"

Sheikh: "Then you performed no Qurbani". "Did you perform Rami?" (Pelting the Shaytaan).

| replied: "Yes".

Sheikh: "With every stone that you threw, did you feel yourself shaking off you every form of ignorance and
feel your knowledge increasing?"
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| replied: "No".

Sheikh: "Then you did not actually perform Rami". "Did you perform the Taer@ajaarah?"

| replied: "Yes".

Sheikh: "did you experience any spiritual enlightenment at that time; and from Allah did honor and respec
descend upon you?" fdrasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: "One who performs Haj, or one who
performs umra is Allah's guest; and when visits someone it is only right that he should be honored".

| replied: "No, | experienced nothing".

Sheikh: "Then you never actuallyeiormed Tawaaé-Ziyaraah". "Did you then release yourself from
Ihraam?"'

| replied: "Yes".
Sheikh: "Did you at that time promise to adhere to strictly Halaal earnings at all times?"
| replied: "NO"

Sheikh: "In that case you did not become Halaal"ldésed from |hraam) "Did you perform the farewell
tawaaf?"

| replied: "Yes".
Sheikh: "did you then say a complete farewell to your whole self, desires and passions?"
| replied: 'No"

Sheikh: "Then you did not perform TawadfWidaa". "Go back angerform Haj again; and perform it in
the manner which | have described to you".

| have related this lengthy conversation to illustrate what type of Haj the saintly ones do perform. May Allar
in His infinite grace and mercy grant us all that type of Hamaen.
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Chapter 5 z Adaab of Hajj: The manner of performing Hajj.

Various ulama have written numerous booklets on Haj and how it should be performed; and the etiquette
every obligatory act. For most people a Haj journey comes but once in adifdton this reason it is
advisable that the intending Haji should acquire a few such booklets by acknowledged ulama; some timr
before his departure; and study them thoroughly. How unworthy and unfortunate will it be that after spendin
so much money; onenfds that it has been wasted as result of wrong and prohibited acts rendering the Ha
invalid.

It is advisable that the booklets be studied thoroughly a few times. These should be taken with on the journ
and referred to until the Haji is well acquainteih his duties; so that when the time comes to put them into
practice, he is fully conversant with everything. Even the ulama groups are not exempted from this. It ha
often been seen that those learned ones who come for Haj for the first time aocaessant with what to

do than unlearned ones who have visited the Holy places previously. Knowing the facts and teaching the
does not necessarily mean that one is able to perform the act practically; when called upon to do so.

It is not my aim to explai each and every act of Haj in detail here. In a brief manner | shall mention some of
the most important ones.

Allah says in the holy Qur'an: "And take with your provision for the journey; and indeed the best of provision
IS proper conduct”. This verseawvs attention to the most important fact that one should be in possession of
the expenses and provision for the journeiitkkah Mere reliance on Allah is not for everyone. In the time

of Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanaccording to the hadith; &itnes people proceeded for Haj; without

any provisions; saying: "We rely on Allah". On reachMgkkah they took to begging. Thereupon Allah
revealed this verse. According to another hadith some used to say: "When we are going for Haj; as Allah
guests;will Allah ten not feed us?" In answer to this challenge Allah revealed this verse as if to say: "Do
provide for your journey by means of that provision which causes you to refrain from begging”, (Durre
Mansoor). i.e. that which saves you from humiliatadrbeing in wants of the charity of others. Reliance in
Allah is indeed a great thing. It is; however, not something connected with our tongue and speech. It is linke
with our heart and faith. Complete reliance in Allah; without any dependence on wadglgions; is only

for him whose heart has faith in Allah, more than his confidence in the money in his pocket; and whose hea
is completely at ease in the fact that whatever is n Allah's treasury is so much more to be trusted than tt
which is in his pssession. He who does not have this faith should never ever proceed on reliance
(Tawak'kul) alone.

In order to illustrate this point | wish quote two worthy and inspiring incidents from the life of our Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam¥Firstly, thee is the incident of Hazrat Abu BaKRA) at the time of the
expedition of Tabook. (The story has been related in detail in 'Stories of the Sahaba).

When contributions were collected from companions for the preparation of the expedition. Hazrat Abu Bak
(RA) came to contribute everything which he possessed; so much so that nothing was left at his home. Su
is the man whose tawakkul in Allah was complete. Secondly there is the story of the man who came t
present to RasulullaBallaho Alaihe Wassallanapiece of gold; about the size of an egg; saying: "This is
my sadagah, please accept it. O Rasulu{hllaho Alaihe Wassallam) have nothing else save this".
Rasulullan(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallantyrned his face away from him, and he again face Radahl{8allaho

Alaihe Wassallam)from a different direction; with the same request. Again Rasuly&dillaho Alaihe
Wassallam}urned away from him. This happened a few times. Then at the fourth time; Ras(Balliaino

Alaihe Wassallamjook hold of the gld and threw it away with such force, that, had it struck him; he would
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have been badly hurt. He then replied to him; saying: "Some people are such that they give everything
charity in the way of Allah; and afterwards start begging from others".

Theseincidents clearly show the difference. When a person being completely penniless; does not becorr
impatient; neither does he have any form of complaint at heart against Allah; or in diffuse again anyone; ar
neither is he inclined towards begging of othéngn it is only right that he should rely on Allah alone, and
not worry about provisions. Few indeed are the ones who count among these. Whoever is not of these peoy
is not allowed to take the roadNMakkahmerely relying on Allah.

Hadith Number One:

Hazrat Abu Hurairah(RA) reports that RasulullaliSallaho Alaihe Wassallangaid: "When a pilgrim
proceeds on his Haj journey with money, provision and his means of conveyance all acquired by lawful an
Halaal earnings, then he embarks on means of tramspaw cries: "Labbaik O' Allah; Lab'baik". A caller
from the heavens; a farishta; calls to him: "Welcome indeed to you, and happy may you e, your provision
are proper (halaal), your means of transport is proper; paid for from halal earnings; and jyshalHae
righteous; and accepted by Allah'. And when he proceeds for Haj with unlawful and haraam earnings placir
his foot in stirrup; and cries. "Labbaik O Allah, Lab'baik", a caller from the heavens; a farishta; calls out to
him: "No welcome to you,rad no happiness, your provisions are unlawful (haraam) and so also are your
earnings and your Haj is rejecteTabarani)

The Hadith speaks for itself. Another hadith says: "When a person goes to perform Haj with impropel
(haraam) earnings, and saysab'baik™: Allah replies to him: "You are not welcome; you have been
rejected”. In another hadith; Allah replies: "Your Haj is rejected”. And in another hadith it says: "His Haj is
folded up and is thrown back in his face". Further in another haditlsaids "When a person with haraam
earnings goes to Haj; his journey is not considered to be in Allah's obedience. When he thus cries o
‘Lab'baik’; while sitting on his means of conveyance; the angels answer him saying: "NO welcome for you
and no glad tings. Your earnings are Haraam, and also your clothing; your conveyance; and your
provisions. Turn back wicked and condemned. And when a person with halaal earnings cries out: "Lab'baik
While seated on his means of transport; the angels also cry abtaik'; together with him saying; "Your
earnings are halaal; and so too is your clothing; your passage; and your provisions. Return from here with
righteous and accepted Haj and no evil or corruption have you got'.

It is reported in a Hadith thaazrat Moosa A.S. came for Haj and when he cried out 'Lab’baik' during his
run from Safa to Marwa; he heard a voice from above saying: "O my servant, | am with you". When Hazra
Moosa A.S. heard this he fell down prostrating himself before Allah. (Durresds)

(Refer also to Hazrat Zainul Aabedee(®A) incident as recorded under Hadith number six in the first
chapter); as when he said 'Lab'baik’ his face became pale and his whole body began to quiver, then some
asked of him; why is this happeningytou; he replied: "for fear of being replied; 'La Lab'baik’; (no welcome
nor any glad tidings for you your 'Lab'baik’ is not accepted.)

Though it should be noted that far'ziyyat (Ordinance) of Haj is considered fulfilled; and the sin of haraan
earnings igecorded separately; we tend to take no heed of this. It is seen here how important it is that one
earnings should be proper and halaal according to shari'ah; and that there should be no doubt the money sj
in Haj, you will find some of us unjustly tadg hold of that which is not his; while feeling pleased within
himself that nobody has the courage to reclaim it. Indeed, tomorrow there will come a day when ever
oppressed and unjustly treated one shall be the stronger one. It will dawn on him; (dssapmat that time

what injustice really is; when is exchange for an unjustly taken item; the equivalent in value to two paisa:
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(half a cent). One shall have to repay with seven hundred accepted salaah. We may not even have so m
accepted salaah; butstice will definitely prevail. (Shami).

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamgnce inquired from the sahaabah, 'do you know who the insolvent
one is?' they replied: 'He is that one who has no money and possessions. Ra&hdliddio Alaihe
Wassallam)said: 'the bankrupt one is he who one the day of Qiyyamah shall come forward with many
salaah; fasts etc. however, he swore at someone; and seized the possessions of another; and caused ha
people'. On the day of Qiyyamat they will lay claim to soméisfgood deeds and each claimant will take
some until all his good deeds will be no more. When that happens and more creditors remain; the measure
their claims will in the form of their sins be burdened upon his; the oppressor's; shoulders. Theroavith go
deeds exhausted and the burden of sins of others also loaded on him; he shall be taken into Hell'.

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: "Whoever as a debt to pay; even if it is in the form of an insult
he made to someone, etc; let him beg hislgain this world before that day comes when money shall be of
no avail. If on that day he has any good deeds; some of these shall be given to his victim; and if he has nol
then the sins of his victim shall be dragged onto him'. (Mishkaat)

In another Hdith it is mentioned: "When a man unjustly takes hold of a piece of land the size of a hand's
span; that piece of ground shall on the day of Qiyaamah be made to the size of all the seven earths and
then hung around his neck'. (Mishkaat)

One can imagia what unbearable weight it will be around his neck. Once while performing salaah because
of the eclipse of the sun; RasululléBallaho Alaihe Wassallangaw a vision of the conditions of Heaven

and Hell. In hell he saw a woman who had kept a cat tie@lp.had neglected feeding it. Hence, she was
being punished in hell for not feeding the cat, nor freeing it; so that it could search for feed from the eartr
(Mishkaat).

Although it seems irrelevant here; | consider it useful to remind those who keeglsaas pets to look after
them well; because the responsibility of that is great and it often happens that these innocent animals suf
hunger and thirst.

In one Hadith it is stated: 'On the day of Qiyaamah the most wicked person shall be the ooe thbsdke
of other's worldly assets and benefits; destroys his own necessities of the hereafter'. (Mishkaat)

This is the case where someone acted unjustly to a third person and as a result of your friendship
relationship with the unjust one; you albecome his assistant in the crime. These things are all heinous
crimes in Islam. It is necessary that all Muslims refrain from such acts. Who knows that death may overtak
us in such a manner that we have not been injustices. Hence it is a duty of msach @specially those
intending to travel to the Holy places, to see and receive pardon from those people who have been victims
our injustices and persecution. Such forgiveness must be sought before proceeiagkaéd It is
imperative that wrongs shld be redressed. The journey is a long one and who knows whether he will return
or not.

Hadith Number Two:

Hazrat Ibn AbbagRA) reports: 'On the day of Arafaat a young man; Fadhl; was Rasuly&ifaho Alaihe
Wassallam)companion, sharing his camevhen the young man cast his eyes, staring at the women.

http://www.central -mosgque.com/ Page500f 178



http://www.central-mosque.com/

Whereupon RasulullafiSallaho Alaihe Wassallangaid: 'O so of my brother, this is such a day when
whoever controls his hearing, his sight and the tongue; he shall certainly be forgiven by/Aliad&d)

The young man here referred to was Fadl Ibn Abbaas.

On the day of Arafaat the crowd is indeed a big one; consisting of both males and females. It is ver
necessary that one should control hi senses; particularly at such a gathering wieettsdhe desire to look

at strange attractive woman and to listen to their voices: the sight does not stray towards that which is n
permissible to watch, the ears to that which is improper to hear and not to speak in correctly. Otherwise
may mean thiaall our deeds can be rejected. Allah says in the Qur'an: 'And if anyone undertakes therein th
Haj; let there be no obscenity; nor wickedness or wrangling in Haj.' (Mishkaat)

In one Hadith it is related: 'When a man shares a house with a strange woentdord one present is the
Shaytaan.' (Mishkaat)

It very often happens that women travel to Haj in the company of ghair mah'ram, i.e. those that one is n
prohibited by the Sari'ah to marry. Many a time even when travelling with a mah'ram; from hef kiaxit

does happen that she is left alone in the house with strangers; ghair mah'rams. Very great care should
taken that such occasions do not occur. Once Rasul@rlaho Alaihe Wassallangaid: "Let no woman
remain alone in a house with suahman who is to her a ghair mah'ram; and let no woman proceed on a
journey without her mah'ram”. Upon this one of the companions asked: "O Rasy&eiddtho Alaihe
Wassallam)my name has been written down in the list of those who are to proceed fortbwaitbertain

battle; jihaad; while my wife desires to go for haj?' Rasulu(Bhllaho Alaihe Wassallaneplied: "Go

ahead to perform Haj with your wife". (Mishkaat)

It should be noted here, that Rasulul@allaho Alaihe Wassallangxempted a compamofrom jihaad;

which at that time was very important; rather than letting his wife proceed for Haj alone. According to one
Hadith, which in its narration reads that: 'When a woman goes out of her home; a shaytan accompanies |
with the sole purpose of mésading her; so as to draw the attention of others towards her. Hence the presenct
of a mah'ram with her is a very necessary deterrent factor. In another hadith RagSkillaino Alaihe
Wassallam)prohibited the companions from sitting alone with a wontane sahaabi on hearing this asked:

'If the visitor is a younger brothém-law to her?' RasulullakSallaho Alaihe Wassallanthen replied: 'A
younger brothem-law is death to her', meaning thereby that there is more fear and danger of aibrother
law falling into sin with a woman. For this even more precaution is required. It so often happens that she he
to live close to a brothean-law: in which if the relationship is not proper; can have terrible consequences. In
a Hadith where one is urged to tah the eyes, ears etc; it does not only refer to the sin of seeing and
looking at ghair mahrams. It also refers to all sins of the senses; e.g. backbiting, gossip; which may either |
committed by one or heard by him; both of which is sin. Similarlykitgg at all forms of forbidden
amusements and pleasures are included in this.

Hadith Number Three:

Hazrat Ibon UmakRA) reports: 'A certain man once asked Rasulu{iB&llaho Alaihe WassallamWhat is
the true condition and appearance of a Haji?'. chvRasulullai(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamgplied: 'The
true Haji it he who comes with disheveled hair and clothes laden in dust; and moist with sweat.' Then anoth
inquired: 'O Rasulullai(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamyhich Haj is in which the voice is laly raised;
repeatedly reading the Lab'baik and the excessive shedding of the blood of the sacrificial @ishdisat)
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Three main points are mentioned in this Hadith. Firstly, it speaks about a Haji with disheveled hair; anc
clothes covered in dushd sweat. These are the signs of a true Haji. It is not becoming of a haji to appear
adorned in flashy robes. This is why the use of scents and it'r have been forbidden for him in Thraam. Whi;
does a person madly in love, wish to have these things fen happened that hazrat Maulana Husain
Ahmad Madani R.A once visited us on the eighth or ninth of Zil Hijja. | came forward with a small bottle of
fragrant it'r. After using from it, Maulana sighed; and said 'This is a day in which those who are the true
lovers of Allah have been prohibited from the use of scents’, and he then returned the scent to me. This is c
incident among many, showing that when a heart has been touched with the love of Allah; it pains and blee
even though it be far away fromakkah; the center where the lovers gather. During the first ten days of Zil
Hijja, | have seen how my father; may Allah have mercy upon him; recited the 'Lab'baik often, involuntarily.
In previous pages we mention how Allah expresses pride to the angels@agpearance and the deeds of
man on the day of Arafaat. (See first chapter; third hadith). Allah says to them: 'See how my servants ha
come to me with disheveled hair and dust covered clothes'. Secondly we have in this hadith their reciting t
‘Lab'bak’ aloud. In another hadith Rasulul@Ballaho Alaihe Wassallansaid: 'Hazrat 'Jibrail A.S. came to

me and said; 'Allah has commanded that you instruct your companions to recite the 'Lab’baik’ in loud voice
because this is indeed the recognized mottbséwgan of the Haj'.

According to another hadith hazrat Jibra'il A.S asked Rasul¢@allaho Alaihe Wassallantp shout out
‘Lab’baik’ aloud; because it is the slogan of Haj' (Kanz)

In Hadith six, of chapter one; we have related that when a perstesrén 'Lab’baik’, then every stone and
tree; and all the earth utters the same. One hadith reads; 'that when hazrat Moosa A.S. used to rec
'‘Lab'baik’; then Allah replied: 'Lab'baik, O Moosa'. Thirdly, in the hadith under discussion is the slatighter o
the Qurbani (sacrificial animal). Qurbani is in itself a worship of Allah; which is obligatory on a person who
possesses the nisaab; i.e. the minimum amount that makes zakaat compulsory; and when one is not am
those on whom it is compulsory; then Qambis mustahab. However, it is much more rewarding during Haj,
and encouragement is given to slaughtering qurbani animals as much as possible. RéSallalkehAlaihe
Wassallamhimself slaughtered one hundred camels during his haj. Rasu(8kdlahoAlaihe Wassallam)

said: "To offer an animal as sacrifice for Allah; is a sunnah of Hazrat Ibrahim A.S; and every hair of the
sacrificed animal brings a reward of one good deed for the one who offers it in sacrifice. He also said: 'whe
a person slaughteis qurbani animal; he is forgiven at the fall of the first drop of blood; and verily, the
animal shall be brought forward with all its blood; meat; horns and hoofs; and shall be increased in weigt
seventy times more than its own weight; and thereaftéitviié placed to be weighed on the scale of deeds.
(Kanz)

Kindly note that RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallansjaughtered his qurbani and slaughtered on behalf of
all the members of his ummah. This was out of his love and concern for them; therefore it is only proper an
decent that when one has the means to slaughter an extra animal for Ragbdliddio Alaile Wassallam)

then, in addition to his own qurbani; one other animal should be slaughtered on behalf of RaSadliéhb

Alaihe Wassallam)Hazrat Ali(RA) always did this. He slaughtered one from himself; and one on behalf of
Rasulullah(Sallaho AlaiheWassallam) Someone inquired about it; and he said: 'l remember the words of
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam)Shall | make a sacrifice on your behalf?' Hence, | will continue to
do so'. (Kanz)

Hazrat Umar R.A, also offered qurbani on bahalf ofdmll children. In actual fact the qurbani is a deed in
remembrance of the sacrifice of Hazrat Ibrahim A.S. it commemorates the act of Hazrat Ibrahim A.S. a
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanmentioned; 'It is the sunnah of your father Ibrahim; wharyed for

a child in his old age; until at last he was granted Ismail. When this young child reached the stage
becoming intelligent and useful: then, he' Hazrat Ibrahim A.S. was commanded to slaughter him.
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Hazrat Ibrahim A.S. did not falter or hesitatehis obedience to Allah. This was indeed a great trial and test
for both father and son; and both accepted this test happily and obediently. Then with a sharp knife
proceeded to cut across the throat of his beloved son; but Allah, out of His mighognly a glimpse of His
infinite power; allowed this sacrifice to be complete with a sheep in the place of Hazrat Ismail A.S. thus
declaring: 'Thou hast already fulfilled the vision. (Surah 37; verse 105)

This sacrifice of an animal is in reality a séice of ones own children for the sake of Allah, which Allah in

His mercy has changed to a sacrifice of an animal. At the time of sacrifice the real intention should be th:
one is actually offering himself and his children in the way of Allah; and foséivice. With every act of
worship in Islam, there goes a special etiquette and form; whether it be salaah, zakaat, or Haj. For a muslirnr
is necessary to follow this form of common etiquette; (Asadaab), to the very limit.

Hazrat Shah Abdul Aziz sahefiRah) of Delhi; the famous scholar of hadith and tafseer; says in his
commentary of the Qur'an 'Fathe Azizee" 'Whosoever deals lightly; and discards, the aadaab of any du
shall be deprived of the sunnah by way of punishment, and whosoever thinks difgkitly sunnah and
discards it shall be deprived of the obligatory duties (Fardh) by way of punishment, and whosoever dea
lightly with obligatory duties shall as punishment be deprived of the true knowledge and recognition of
Allah'. The above quotatiois a reason why we find in the hadith that a verdict of kufr (disbelief or rejection
of faith); is given against some people, because disregard of proper procedure in action leads to it. In the lig
of this it is deduced that importance of following thieper etiquette and aadaab of any Islamic injunction is
necessary. Should one be forced to neglect any etiquette for a special reason; then there shall be no ble
attached to that; although one should never loose the sight of the importance of thaUpdant.no
circumstances should such action be left aside willfully as if it is of no consequence. The Ulama of Islan
have divided the duties of a Muslim into various stages of importance, and with great care did they presen
and compile them. Careful stydf these compilations and to seek and avail oneself of the company of the
learned ones will bring all these things home to us. Here | only wish to mention some of the aaddaab of H
in broad outlines.

Adaab of Hajj

1) When Allah bestows His favor on afiyrtunate person to perform the obligatory Haj or nafl Haj; he
should not delay at all in the execution of that duty; particularly the fardh Haj. Under no
circumstances should it be postponed unnecessarily, because this only affords shaytaan tt
opportuniy to involve one in unnecessary activities, which will keep him so busy that, the journey to
the Holy Places becomes postponed or cancelled. Hazrat Ibn Alsb&areports that Allah says in
the Qur'an that the Shaytaan said: '‘Because Thou hast throwut wietioe way, lo! I will lie in wait
for them on Thy straight way'.

The straight path mentioned here is the path of Islam, in which all the walks of Islamic life are
included. In commenting on the verse Hazrat Ibn AbljRdg is reported to have saidccording to
'Ithaaf’; that this verse refers especially to the path of Haj. The evil accursed one; shaytaan sits on th
route and in every manner causes them; the pilgrims; to worry and despair by way of obstacles, ar
by also providing for them numeroascuses in order to stop them from performing Haj properly.

Shaytaan's major aim with the Hajis' enroutéimkkahis to particularly stop them from being able
to gather at Arafaat; where their hearts will cry out in repentance to Allah; and whereladytic
their every sin will be forgiven. For this reason every Haji should regard every obstacle in his journey
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2)

3)

4)

5)

as being from the shaytan and must try and fight against his (shaytaan's) efforts which on the journe
to Haj may cause them grief, unrest, ingenience and worry. It is apparent that when Haj, in
particular, is the one sure means of the unreserved and total forgiveness from Allah for the Haji a
Arafaat; and when it is a devastating blow to the untiring efforts of the shaytaan; then; on the Ha
journey; shaytaan will certainly do his utmost to cause the Haji some inconvenience and worry; so a
to make him uncertain and despondent.

It is sunnah to perform Istikhaara when one intends to go on a journey; however when a perso
desires to perform anyghteous deed; no Istikhaara is necessary. Yet, where Haj is concerned, it is
advisable that Istikhaara should be made before one proceeds. This will not be for asking Allah t
assist us in deciding whether to go or not; but as to which route shoutdse br when one must
proceed etc. Hazrat JaaliRA) reports; 'RasulullafiSallaho Alaihe Wassallamised to teach us the
chapters of the Qur'an’; and I{&4llaho Alaihe Wassallaiysed to say: 'When any important matter
faces you; for your decisiongpr f or m t wo Rak' ahs for All ah and
Istikhaara dua is well know and can be found in most of the booklets on Haj.

It is the duty of every intending Haji to learn the details and mass'il of Haj. Hazrat Ibn Ameerul Haaj
R.A writes that for a Haji it is the most important duty to learn everything he is required to do before
proceeding for Haj; during Haj; and after Haj; as Rasulul&ddlaho Alaihe Wassallanias made it
obligatory on every person to seek knowledge. Forrdason it is necessary that one should learn all
that which is fardh, sunnah, makrooh and haraam in Haj. (see 'Madkhal’)

In Urdu there are numerous books in this respect. One should acquire a suitable one and study
thoroughly a few times at least befocommencing the journey; so that during Haj this most
important duty is not performed incompletely or incorrectly as a result of one's ignorance. Even the
ulama groups are not exempted from this. It is one thing to teach others how to perform Hdj; and a
the details go with it; and completely another thing when it comes to being in the know when the nee
arises. On the other hand; where the ulama may only be required to glance through such books; tl
general public has to study it much more intensely. dteh people it would be most advisable to
travel the Haj journey in the company of an Aalim, who knows the rules; so that when any doubts
arise in the mind, or when the need is felt; the correct procedure may be obtained from him. In al
humbleness | wdd recommend three Haj guide books.

a. Zubdatul Manaasik; by Maulana Rasheed Ahmad Gangohi.
b. Mu'allimul Hujjaj.: by Maulana Saeed Ahmad Saheb.
c. Ziyaratul Hramayn: by Maulan Aashiq llahi Saheb.

Besides these three, many other books written by reliable piaos.

When departing from home, the only intention in the heart should be the search for Allah's pleasure
All other evil intentions; as for example; to show people or to wish to be called Haji, or the intention
of having an enjoyable tour; should berquetely removed from the mind. (See discussion in chapter
one; hadith one.)

Seek for yourself one or more reliable, religiously inclined and practicing Muslims to be your
companions. They should be people who take an interest In Islam and religiousvivonkill be in

a position to assist you on the journey. When you happen to forget any important thing, they will be
in a position to remind you and invite you toward righteousness. When you become lazy or negligen
they will encourage you. When cowardicey take hold of you may be troubled and worried, their
words will cause you to keep calm and have patience, and when they are learned they will be able
assist you from the treasure of their knowledge.
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6)

7)

8)

9)

Some Ulama have stated that at times it is mdsable to travel in the company of strangers than
with relatives. The reason being that difference in temperament among relative; it often cause
quarrels and arguments etc; is particularly detrimental to the important ties of blood and that-of the in
laws; unlike the ties of mere friendship only. However if one's friendship with a relative is such that
an occasion of dispute will not arise then there is no harm in travelling with him?

Acquire halaal and pure money with which to perform Haj. Should erfermn Haj with money from
haraam sources; whether it be from bribery or from some other haraam means; then the fardh Haj wi
be considered to have been performed, but such a Haj can never be a magbool Haj. (See chapter on

The Ulama have stated théosild a person have doubt about his money; it would be better for him to
perform his Haj with money borrowed from someone. Afterwards he may settle his debt with the
money in his possession.

Before proceeding for Haj, do sincerely repent for all sins."&/bae had unjustly acquired anything
from someone else; that thing should be returned. Where any form of injustice had been committec
pardon should be sought from the unjustly treated one. One should seek forgiveness from all thos
brothers and sistersith whom we normally have dealings. If you have debts, repay and settle all
debts or alternatively make arrangements for your debts to be paid. If certain things are left in you
trust, return those items to the owners or make arrangements for themadoked after in your
absence. Make suitable arrangements for the maintenance of all those for whose maintenance you :
responsible (wife, children and all dependants) until the time you return to them.

The Ulama have written that when a person has domgjastice to somebody or when certain rights

of somebody are due on him, then that person is like a creditor, who when demanding his rights fror
his debtor, prods him on by telling him; 'Where are you going to?' Are you going to the court of the
king while there are rights of others due on you? Do you not fear that he will reject you and send yoL
back emptyhanded? If you have any wish of being accepted by him then fulfil the rights due on you
or have them pardoned, otherwise you will suffer the fate i whose journey begins with
difficulty, and which ends with rejection and nothing achieved.

Take with you halaal earnings which shall be sufficient to last and maintain you for the full journey to
the Holy Places, your residing there and your journey.bactact you should take the precaution of
having something more than the normal needs, so that you may be in a position to assist needy on
on the way and to serve those who may be in need of it. Those who take with them less than the
normal needs afin become a burden to the others, because they often have to resort to begging. Alla
has commanded; 'And take a provision with you for the journey, but the best of provision is right
conduct.'

Before commencing the journey, perform two rak'aats, in w8iatah Kaafiroon is recommended to

be recited in the first rak'ah and Surah Ikhlaas to be recited in the second rak'ah. It is better to perfor
two rak'ats at home before leaving as well as two rak'ats in the masjid nearest to your home.

10) Give something incharity before your departure, and also after the departure, because sadaqal

removes calamities from you. Rasulull§Ballaho Alaihe Wassallamp reported to have said:
'‘Charity cools the anger of Allah and saves one from a bad death.' In anotheithadstkid: 'The
person who clothes another shall be in the care of Allah as long as those clothes remain on the cloth
one.' (MishkaatO

11) At the departure read those duaas which have been reported in the Ahaadith especially for th

occasion of Haj. Thesmasnoon duaas are so many that if | quote them all here this book will
increase three folds. With Allah's help it is my intention to complete a special booklet on all thee
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duaas, however it should not be very difficult to obtain one such booklet cogtamine of these
duaas.

12) Before departing one should meet all his/her friends and relatives. Bid them farewell and ask them t
pray for you. RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: 'When a person from among you proceeds
on a journey, he should greet Hisothers because their prayers together with his own prayers
becomes the cause of increased blessings on him.' It is sunnat at the time of farewell to say: 'l entrt
your religion, your faithfulness and your last deeds (before your death), the moshimpleeds of
your lifetime to Allah'.

13) There are also numerous prayers to be recited when you leave the door of the house. According tc
Hadith in Ithaaf RasulullaliSallaho Alaihe Wassallangaid: 'When a person leaves his home and
says: "I commence mjypurney in the name of Allah, having put my reliance in Allah. No power is
there in man to do well or to save himself from the punishment of evil deeds and sin except with
Allah, the High and Mighty'. Then he is told in answer to that duaa: "You shadidrfdel the road to
your destination and you shall be protected throughout the journey, in addition, shaytaan stays awe
from him".

14) Finally when the journey begins, choose among thgaselers the most righteous, most intelligent,
experienced, humble drcootheaded person and appoint him as the Ameer. If he is from the clan of
Quraish so much the better. Rasulul@allaho Alaihe Wassallangaid; 'Whenever three people
proceed on a journey, one of them should be appointed as the Ameer (leaderyaiph@\ishkaat)

This was the general practice of Rasulul{&allaho Alaihe Wassallamyhenever he sent out an
expedition, he appointed one of them as Ameer. And it is important that when one becomes appointe
to that position, he should carry out hesponsibility conscientiously. He should take note of the
needs and discomforts of his companions; he should arrange for the safety of their baggage; he shot
see to their comfort and rest etc. (Kindly refer to the Hadith of Shaikh Abul Qais appeatimy in
chapter of the aadaab Miiadinahlater in this book).

151t is better and strongly recommended that the journey should commence as early as possible on
Thursday morning. In the hadith we learn that Rasululdilaho Alaihe Wassallamjsed to like
starting a journey on Thursday. (Mishkaat)

In another hadith we read that whenever Rasulilaho Alaihe Wassallamijsed to send off an

army or an expedition he used to do so in the early hours of the day. Sakhar was a big merchar
Because of this practice of RasululléBallaho Alaihe Wassallanie too used to send his goods out

in the early hours of the day, and gain great deals of profit.

16) Read those duaas that the prescribed in the Hadith for boarding or alighting any conveyance
Similarly, when stopping at any place, recite the appropriate prayers for the occasion. If it is in
anyway possible, then continue the journey for a portion of the night and for the early part of the day
while resting during the day. RasululléBallaho Aléhe Wassallamysed to say: 'Prefer to travel by
night for the earth becomes folded up under you at night so that the distance is more quickly
covered". This is indeed true and | have experienced it on many occasions. However, it only applie
to those aremwhere one can still travel by camel, where the road is safe, and cannot be strictly
applied to a journey by rail or plane, which is fixed by specific times.

17) When arriving at any place on the way it is best not to move around alone until such tinoe: this y
sure that it is quite safe. Most times we are unaware of the conditions prevailing in an area with whicl
we are unacquainted. When stopping anywhere some members of the group should alternatively t
appointed to look after the baggage and evengiitrsomeone should be appointed to protect the
lives and interest of the party. In the event of any danger, theft, attack or attempts at these they will b
able to sound the alarm. It was the general habit of Rasu(@kaho Alaihe Wassallanky appoirt
those who were responsible for guarding over the company by night.

http://www.central -mosgque.com/ Page56 of 178



http://www.central-mosque.com/

My late father always used to tell us how his father, my grand father used to express his great thanl
and appreciation to Allah for the fact that no portion of a night ever passedtidrenvas no one

busy worshipping Allah in the house. This to him was a great source of utmost pleasure. It used t
take place in this manner: My late father used to be very fond of studying religious books by night. Sc
great was his love for this thabte used to go by while he had no conception thereof? He used to
pass half the night n this manner, while my grandfather used to sleep. When the old man used to g
up for Tahajjud prayers he used to send my father, Yahya to bed while he remained baggrs pr

For about one third of the night he used to remain like that. Before he again went to rest, he used"
wake my Uncle Maulana Muhammad Saheb who then continued in Ibaadat until the break of dawn
What a fine system! It is indeed a pity that we havebeen able to inherit the same good fortune.

18) When during the journey you happen to pas a high lying area or ascent a hill or mountain it is
strongly recommended that you recite Allah Akbar thrice and when you descend into a low lying aree
or a valley youshould recite Subhanallah thrice. Whenever you are afraid or are in difficulty in any
place recite the following duaa:

19) 1t is a very commendable act for any person if he travels the whole journey on foot. He should,
however, be careful that it does notusa undue hardship nor commit inadvisable (Makrooh) acts. If
however he travels on horseback or by camel it is advisable that for some part of the journey, withot
undue hardship, he walks on foot. This refers especially to the journeyMadtahto Arafaat. For
every stride he takes he earns the reward of seven hundred good deeds, according to the measure
righteous deeds within the haram. Within the Holy Haram every good deed is equal to 100,000 goo
deeds.

It has been the habit of the saintly ones to travel by camel until the time of Asr prayers. From ther
until Maghrib salaat they went on foot. Thereafter they again used to ride. This is not a very long
period and at this time it is normally neither hot dark. The ulamaa have said that it is much more
virtuous to travel on foot froriMakkahto Arafaat and onto Mina. Those who are used to walking and
have the necessary strength and health should not discard walking this portion of the Haj journey
When onetravels by horse, camel or motor, it often happens that one is prevented from performing
certain mustahab deeds. When one walks he is able to perform all those deeds.

20) Do take car that you do not overburden your animal. Thef€auhg ones even refrain frosleeping
on its back as that normally caused a dead weight. According to the ulama, one shall be called on tt
day of Qiyaamah to account for his treatment to his animals and how one rode them. It is reporte
that one of the companions, hazrat Abu Dar@®) addressed his camel thus before he passed away;
Please do not fight with me on the day of Qiyaamat, | never caused you to perform such duties, th:
were beyond your power" (Ithaaf).

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam)sed to have a habit of ggjrinto some orchard or among
trees when he answered the call of nature. Once he went for a similar reason into an orchard. A sh
camel saw him and cried (as if to draw his attention). He then asked; 'Who is the owner of this
camel?' A young man from amorige Ansars replied that he was. Rasulul{&allaho Alaihe
Wassallam}hen said; 'this sheamel has laid a complaint against you. She informs me that you over
burden her with work and feed her too little." (Abu Dawood)

21) When an animal has been hired daowdd be taken that only so much baggage should be loaded as
the owner allows and no more. If the rental paid was for certain weight of baggage nothing more thai
that is permissible. The very same applies to a journey by rail, motor or plane. Whemaaceotant
is allowed, it is not permissible without additional payments to take more than that, by concealing
some items. Our elders used to be very careful of this. Hazrat Abdullah Ibn MulfB&akhe
famous Muhaddith and Imaam once proceeded on agguwn a rented animal. Someone requested
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him to take a letter along. He said: 'l have already shown all my baggage to the owner of the came
Now | shall have to inform him once more of this letter. If he would give permission | shall take the
letter and dliver it." (Ithaaf)

22) Once Hazrat Abdullah bin UmgRA) saw a group of Hajis passing by. He said: 'These days the
Hajis are becoming less and the travelers are becoming more'. (Ithaaf) By this he meant that the tri
lovers of Allah are decreasing whileoe who are not sincere had increased tremendously. He calls
for simplicity and discard of all splendor and enjoyment. The Haji should exhibit the signs of the mad
lover of Allah, and not the sign of the beautifully adorned one.

23) When one has to spend imetway of Haj, do spend with the greatest ease and generosity without any
stinginess. (See hadith nine, chapter one). For every rupee spent in this journey the reward shall |
seven hundred rupees. Hence whatever money is spent here brings great rewever Heatch out
for extravagance. When iMakkah spends more than what he would normally spend on food, rent
and hire of animals or vehicles, thereby intending to assist the peoplak&ih then that too is a
deed calling for reward and is then not extigance.

24) Be very careful of bribery. Refrain from it at all cost, as long you are not forced to give a bribe, do not
do so, it is strictly haraam. Some ulamaa have gone so far as to say that when a person can only go
Haj after having paid certain teg, he should rather leave out a nafl Haj, because paying of taxes is
assisting unjust rulers.

25) Some form of hardship will surely face you during this journey. When that happens you should bea
with patience and under no circumstances utter such wordsathdte construed to show impatience,
dissatisfaction or displeasure. According to the ulama there is a sadagah of the body in the same w
that there is a sadagah of our money. Whatever bodily pain and hardships we experience is in fact
bodily sadagah.

26) Inspite of all temptations that may come, try your utmost to avoid any sinful act. The Qur'aan has
made special mention of this in the verse already discussed in chapter one where Allah says: 'For H
are the months well known: If anyone undertakes thdy therein let there be no obscenity, no
wickedness nor wrangling in the Haj. The ulama have stated that one ¢ an never reach unto Alla
until such time that he discards all vain desires and passions. In older times people used to resort
monastacism.n Islam there is no monastacism. Its place has in some modified form been taken by
Haj during which sexual contact with ones own wife is prohibited. (Ithaaf)

27)Being on a journey is not the same as being at home. Things become a bit more difficult with the
result that many Hajis enroute kdakkahneglect their fardh salaat. Under no circumstances should
this happen. Endeavour to be very punctual in this fundamental duty. Neglect of it, is a great sin
Should one become tired after travelling most of the thiglh should not go to sleep before dawn.
One should sit and rest with the head supported on a hand and the elbows pressed on the ground.
this precaution is required to avoid the salaat of Fajr being missed. Note that the virtues of salaat a
even moe than the virtue of Haj. (Ithaaf) Some ulama have gone so far as to say that when the roa
to Makkahis so unsafe that salaat cannot be performed, it does not become fardh. Among the Shuro
(conditions) of Haj is this that the road should be such thawolh perform salaat on its appropriate
times. Abu Qasim Hukeem wrote. "When a person goes for Jihaad and misses one salaat then he v
by way of kaffarah have to go for Jihaad one hundred times in order to make up for the one salas
missed." Another satly person Hazrat Abu Bakr Wara@RA) while on the way tdMakkahat the
first stop said: 'Please take me back home, because in the first stage of the journey | have committ
seven hundred major sins'. The ulamaa who were his companions were greatgduhat at one
stop a man could have committed such heinous crimes. Their surprise was even greater because
was indeed the most saintly figure among the great ones!
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According to the one hadith the missing of the jamaat of one salaat is tantamsamen hundred
major sins. (sharhe Lubabah). Perhaps this was what the Sheikh was referring to. | could not find thi
hadith in the famous books of Hadith and the Haj most probably was a Nafl one.

28) Travel the whole journey with the enthusiasm, zeal and longing of a lover travelling to the beloved.
Consider yourself going to present yourself at the court of the king of the world. Consider yourself
fortunate indeed to have been invited by him to jbm dther most fortunate ones and that had it not
been for his great favor you would not have been able to go there. And He Himself is the one to hav
placed the desire in our hearts. 'Placing the desire within me in his charitable deed. The limbs woul
not move had He not moved my feet'. While travelling keep alive the prayer: 'O Allah in the same
manner that You have in this world moved me toward seeing Your Holy House, do favor me in the
hereafter with the look at Your blessed countenance.

29) Do continue tobeg and hope that Allah accept the good deed we offer. He is the Gracious and
Generous one and everyone should hope for His generosity. We have already seen in chapter o
Hadith number six how great a sinner that person is how even on the plain oft Aafbts that his
sin will be forgiven. Another hadith ( hadith number four and five) gave us almost a sure promise of
forgiveness. One should have hope that one's acts will be acceptable and still have the notions tt
because of our faults they may net &f an acceptable nature. Hazrat Abi MulgiR#\) reports that
he saw about thirty companions who inspite of being companions of Rasul@iihho Alaihe
Wassallamistill feared that they were hypocrites. (Bukhari) In other words, they felt that thteapi
nature and the internal quality of their acts were not so splendid as appeared on the outside. For tf
they feared hypocrisy. One companion inquired of Rasulfstlaho Alaihe Wassallangbout a
man who fought in the way of Allah, intending togaire reward while at the same time hoping that
he becomes known for his act. He repeated this question a few times and Ratsdlliddo Alaihe
Wassallam)gave the same reply until he said: 'Allah only accepts these acts, which are done purel
for His sake'. (Targheeb)

Hazrat Shafe¢RA) a Tabi'ee once came Madinahand saw a crowd of people gathered around a
person. He drew nearer to them and on inquiring of them who this man was, was told that it wa:
hazrat Abu HurairaliRA) He then asked: 'O Heatr Abu Hurairah(RA) | wish to hear from you a
hadith which you had heard directly from the mouth of Rasulu#dilaho Alaihe Wassallam)
Hazrat Abu HurairalfRA) replied: 'Yes, | shall recite to you a Hadith, which | heard directly from
Rasulullan(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangnd understood.’

Saying this Hazrat Abu HurairdRA) gave a heantending scream and fell down crying bitterly very
nearly uaconscious. When he regained himself a short while later he again said: "Yes, | shall now
recite to you a Hdith, that RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallanflimself said to me in this house.

At that time the two of us were completely alone, with no third one present. When he came so far
Hazrat Abu HurairalfRA) again gave a hearénding cry and again begarying bitterly as before.
When he again recovered he said: "Yes, | shall now recite to you a Hadith, which Ra¢8kilkito

Alaihe Wassallamhimself said to me in this very place. At that time the two of us were completely
alone, with no third persorrgsent." When he came so far, Hazrat Abu Hurgirek) again uttered

such a scream more terrible than before. He cried so bitterly this time he fell down flat on his face ir
sorrow. Hazrat Shafg®A) says; 'For quite a time | kept holding onto him to ad@snd revive him

and when later he became fully conscious he said: "Rasu(@&laho Alaihe Wassallansgid: "On

the day of Qiyaamat when Allah shall reckon with everyone His servants and when every man sha
be overcome with excessive fear, threepgbeshall be called first. They are; a hafiz of the Qur'aan, a
mujaahid who fought in the way of Allah and a wealthy man. Firstly a hafiz will be called to account.
Allah shall say to him: 'l have blessed you with the one blessed thing that | revealgdé&bonred

http://www.central -mosgque.com/ Page590f 178



http://www.central-mosque.com/

Prophet.' He shall answer: "Indeed did You bless me with that.” Allah shall ask: ‘what did you do with
that 'knowledge?' He shall reply: 'Lord, night and day have | remained busy reading it. (For Thy sake)

Allah shall say: 'that is not true". €hangels shall repeat: 'Not true, not true." Allah shall continue;
"You merely did so that among men you may become known as an excellent reader of the Qur'aan al
so has it been said'. Then the wealthy one shall be called to account. Allah shalleaagygli/en you

great wealth and in no way had I felt you dependent on others'. He shall reply: 'Indeed have you mac
me so'. Allah shall ask: 'Well, what have you done with this wealth?' He shall reply: 'Lord | used to
assist the next of kin and gave muotcharity for various causes. (For Thy sake)

Allah shall say: That is not true'. The angels shall repeat; 'not true, not true'. Allah shall continue:
‘Whatever you have done has been done solely so that man may say: ‘That is a generous man. And
had itbeen said to you'. Then mujaahid shall be called to account. Allah shall say: 'What is your
deed?'. He shall say: 'O Lord, You did command us to fight in Your way, so | proceeded into battle
for Your sake till | gave my life as a martyr for your sakelalAlshall say: 'That is not true'. The
angels shall repeat: 'Not true, not true'. Allah shall continue: "You have indeed done all that but solel
that man may say; 'Indeed he is a great man' and so has it been said'. Saying this R&allatiah
Alaihe Wassallamplaced his hands on the thighs of Abu Hazrat HurdiR#) and said: 'These three

are the ones with whom the fire of hell shall first be kindled'. Having heard this hadith from Hazrat
Abu Hurairah(RA), hazrat Shafe€RA) went to Hazrat Muaawiy@RA) and related the hadith to

him. Hazrat MaawiygRA)said: 'O if that is what will happen to these three then Allah alone knows
what will be the position of the rest of us'. Hazrat MuaaRA) started crying so terribly and for so

long that people fead he may die. When he recovered he said: 'Allah has spoken the truth and so ha
His Prophet; Allah says in the Qur'aan: 'Whoso desires the life of this world and its adornment, hirr
shall we fully recompense for his deeds in the world and no short meshsiliree receive. These are

the ones for whom there shall be in the hereafter nothing bufirgéeland naught shall be that which
they had worked'.

From the above it would appear most difficult to be able to say with complete certainly and
conviction that any action has been for Allah's sake. One can only hope that in spite of our
shortcomings in our acts, Allah in His infinite mercy, which encompasses all things, will forgive and
accept.

Once Rasulullal{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanwent to visit a young sahaabi who was very sick. His
last moments were very near when Rasulu{iBéllaho Alaihe Wassallangsked him: 'How are you
today?' He replied: 'O Messenger of Allah; | earnestly hope for the mercy of Allah, and | fear the
consequeces of my sins'. Rasulullglsallaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: 'Verily whenever these two
things join each other in the heart of a believer, Allah grants him that which he desires and saves hil
from that which he fears'. (JantFawaa'id)

Hazrat Umarn(RA) used to say; 'If on the day of Qiyaamat this announcement should be made, that
except for one person, who shall enter Jannat, all the rest shall go to Jahannam shall be I. And if it
announced that all shall go to Jannat, while only one shall be em&rethhannam, then great shall

be my fear that, that one shall be I'. Hazrat(RIA) used to say to his son; 'O my son, have within
you such fear that even though you should appear before Him with all the righteous deeds of all goo
men none of them wilbe accepted and have such hopes within you that even though you should
appear before Him with all the sins of the world as your own. He will forgive them all'. (lhya)
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(Here | have noted some aadaab of-hiatj all. When coming to the chapter on the \isiMadinaha
few more will be mentioned. Do take note of these. They are very important.
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Chapter 6: The virtue of Makkah And The Holy Kaabah

The virtues of these two placdtakkahand the Ka'ba has been expounded in many verses of the Qur'aan
and the Hadith. We shall now look at a few of these.

Allah says in the Quath "The first House (of worship) appointed for men was that at Bakka, full of bl@éssing.

On this Hazrat Ali(RA) said that houses for residence had been erected before the Ka'ba but the very firs
place for Hs worship was this one. It is reported above by many companions that this portion of the earth fir
appeared above the water after its creation and from reglieof the earth was spread and rolled out, in the

same manner as a roti is rolled out by a roller, to a large round flat bread, from a small round piece of dougt

According to some ulama, the Jews used to boast about. Baitul Mugaddas being thetuoost part of the
world because of being the center for so many of the Prophets. Thereupon Allah revealed: 'In it are sigt
manifest (for example) the station Ibrahim.’

Note: The Magaam Ibrahim is that stone whereupon Hazrat Ibrahim A.S used to standenheilt the
Ka'ba. His footprints are still to be seen on it. Today it is found in a small enclosure in the vicinity of the
Ka'ba. Hazrat MujajidRA) says the impression of the feet on this stone is a clear sign. (Durre Mansoor)

'Whoever enters it &ins security (safety). Safety can be of two kinds. In the first place, whoever follows his
deed properly there, by performing his salaah Haj etc. shall be safe from the fire of hell. Secondly there
safety of a different nature. When for example, a@ehaving committed a murder enters the Holy Haram,

in order to be safe from those seeking revenge, he shall not be killed if found within the Haram. He may b
forced to come out of there through hunger or thirst and then only be dealt with outsideaime Hazrat

Umar (RA) said son, Abdullah lIbn Hazrat Um@A) said: 'If | find the murderer of my father there (in the
Haram) | will not be able to enforce any punishment'. The same type of statement is quoted by hazrat Ik
Abas(RA) in connection with thé&illing of his father's murderer'. (Durre Mansoor)

'Remember, We made the House, a place of assembly for men and a place of safety'.

The word 'Mathaaba' in this verse signifies two things. Firstly people return to it every time they perform
salaat byturning their faces to it. Secondly, it means that people return to it every time they perform Haj or
umrah. It is also possible that Mathaaba may come from the word 'Thawaab' meaning reward, in which ca
the meaning may be that it is a place where greatrd is granted to this extent that for one deed of
righteousness the reward is magnified one hundred thousand times. Hazrat Ibn (Ri8Yestated that the

word 'Mathaba' means that the hearts of people never leave it, so that, having performed tha bead
desires to return to it time and again.

'‘And remember Ibrahim and Ismail raised the foundation of the House (with this prayer) "Our Lord, accep
this service from us, for Thou art Allearing, Altknowing'. (2124)

Hazrat Ibrahim A.S. had ected the Ka'ba. There can be no doubt that this should be the most virtuous place
because Allah Himself ordered its erection. Hazrat Jibra'eel A.S. drew the plan. A man of the stature c
Hazrat Ibrahim A.S. was the mason while the man of the calibremtHismail A.S. had been his assistant.
Does that not show its importance and virtuous origin?

According to a report by Hazrat Ibn Sa@id), Hazrat Ibrahim A.S. at that time reached the ripe old age of
one hundred years, while Hazrat Ismail A.S hadlibety years old. (Durre Mansoor)
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The Holy Ka'ba had been-srected quite a few time. About some of these times the ulama are agreed
whereas there is some doubt about its erection at other times. For those interested in the historical issue of
Kaba's erection see my Arabic commentary on Mu'atta Imaam Maalik called Awjaz al Massalik. A short
synopsis of what is written there follows here:

1)

2)

3)
4)

5)
6)
7)

8)

9

The well know accepted view of the ulama is that it was originally erected by the angels about twc
thousand gars prior to the creation of Hazrat Aadam A.S. some ulama even state that this was not th
first time the Ka'ba was built. The first time was when Allah Himself caused it to be with His
command; the angels had no part in its erection.

Secondly we have the w&thown view of our Muhadditheen and historians that Hazrat Aadam A.S.
erected it again during his lifetime. According to reports he gathered rocks from five different
mountains; Lebanon, Mount Sinai, Mount Zaita, Mount Judi andri¥ibiira. Another version states

that Hazrat Aadam A.S. merely laid the foundation and from heaven the Baitul Mamoor was
descended and placed over it. Then at the death of Hazrat Aadam A.S. or at the time of the floo
(During the time of Hazrat Nooh A.S)dlBaitul Mamoor was again lifted up to the heaven.

It is also said that Sheeth A.S., the son of Hazrat Aadam A.S. erected the Ka'ba.

Then we have its erection on the same place by Hazrat Ibrahim A.S. as stated above. It is said that tt
structure was Yards high, 30 yards long and 23 yards wide. (30x23x9 yds). It had no roof. On the
inside there was to be a well, wherein was placed the sacrifices offered at Ka'ba.

Erection by the Amaaligah.

Erection by the Jurhum. Both were Arab tribes who were ddaoésm of Hazrat Nooh A.S.

Erection by Qusay, who is one of the forefathers of Rasul§fatiaho Alaihe Wassallanfjve
generation earlier.

Erection by the Quraish during the youth of Rasulu(iallaho Alaihe WassallamYhere are many
reports abouthis hadith literature. At that time our Ras@8hllaho Alaihe Wassallamised to be 25

years old, and he also took part in the work. (Some say he was 35 years old). He used to lift up ston
on his shoulders to carry to the site. This was also a time whesmendous quarrel took place
among the tribes of Quraish regarding who was to place the-dlaggawad (the black stone) in its
place.

Every one of the tribes desired the honor and was prepared to let the sword decide amongst thel
Rasulullan(Sallalo Alaihe Wassallamarbitrated and placed before them his plan that the black stone
be placed on his shawl. Every tribe then nominated one man to lift a portion of the shawl with the
stone on it, carrying it to its rightful place. Then he asked to joagtpoint him as their agent to place

the black stone in its place on their behalf. This they did and Rasu{8idlaho Alaihe Wassallam)
himself placed the black stone where it rests today. At that time Quraish made an oath that never wi
they allow anyill -acquired earnings of doubtful and haraam sources to touch it. The result was that
not sufficient halaal earnings could be gathered to complete the Ka'ba with the result that the portio
where the Hateem is today, was left incomplete, and a sectitve ofiginal Ka'ba was left outside.
They also made the door of the Ka'ba much higher than was the case in the structure of Hazr
Ibrahim A.S. this meant that not everyone could enter it. In fact a staircase has to be used, Rasulull:
(Sallaho Alaihe Was#lam) desired that the Ka'ba should again be brought to the same as was the
original Ka'ba, but he never found the opportunity.

In the year 64 Hijri the forces of Yazid attackildkkahagainst Hazrat Abdullah bin ZubgiRA)

Fire was rained down ollakkahfrom the outside with catapults with the result that Ka'ba covering
cloth was burnt and the walls were damaged. During the siege Yazid died and the forces lifted th
siege. Hazrat Abdullah bin ZubgRA) then reerected the Ka'ba. This time accordinghe desire of

http://www.central -mosgque.com/ Page630f 178



http://www.central-mosque.com/

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam)he Hateem was included inside the ka'ba, with the door on
the ground. Now, whoever desired could enter the Ka'ba.

Another door was also placed on the opposite side, so that people could enter foorm $ide and

leave from the other. This erection started in Jumaadil Ula, 64 Hijri and was completed in Rajab 64 o
65 Hijri. By way of showing his great happiness at the completion of this noble work Hazrat
Abdullah bin Zubair(RA) invited many people t@ feast for which one hundred camels were
slaughtered. Although Ibn Zubair brought the Ka'ba back to the original proportions there is one thinc
that makes us sad. Inside the Ka'ba there had always been the horns of the sheep which were s
from Jannatwhich Hazrat Ibrahim A.S sacrificed in place of his son Hazrat Ismail A.S. During the
attack on the Ka'ba these horns were burnt and lost to the world.

10) Later Hajjaaj Ibn Yousuf an army commander, influenced the Khalifa Abdul Malik bin Marwaan
saying thathe Ka'ba has been changed by lbn Zubair to something that was not the Ka'ba of the tim
of Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam)lhe Khalif gave permission that it should again be
changed. The result was that whereas the newly placed door was closegbtitie door was again
lifted up above the ground. Similarly the wall to include the Hateem was again broken down and the
Hateem left outside. The roof was also lifted higher. These changes were made in the year 73 Hijr
For many years the Ka'ba remaingith three walls erected by Ibna Zubair and one wall by Hajjaj.
Many are of the opinion that this is the case to this day. Whatever was done afterwards was repa
work and not new construction.

Haroonal-Rashid wanted to bring the Ka'ba back to what ullath bin Zubair had done, but Hazrat
Imaam Maalik(RA) insisted that it should not be done. He feared that tempering with the structure of
the Ka'ba would become subject to the whims and wishes of kings and rulers.

11)In the year 1021 Hijri Sultan Ahmad dfurkey made some repairs to the Ka'ba. The roof was
changed and wherever the walls had appeared to weaken, it was strengthened, especially the sect
called the Meezabur Rahman. Only repair work was done.

12)In the year 1039 Hijri after a storm had causedhe of the walls to fall down, Sultan Murad had
those walls reerected. Actually it appears that only those walls and not the others veedlated. For
this reason some historians consider this work mere repair work while some are of the opinion thg
the Ka'ba was actually rebuilt.

Hazrat Shah Abdul Aziz Rah, in his tafseer stated that except for the wall on the side of tked Hajar
Aswad, all the other walls were-esected, so that today the Ka'ba stands with one wall erected
originally by Hazrat Ablullah bin ZubaifRA). And three walls by the Turkish Sultan Murad. During

the year 1367 Hijri Sultan Ibn Saud made certain repairs whereby he renewed the door frames and t
doorsills of the Ka'ba, and carried out general repair work.

‘Allah made the é'ba, the sacred house an asylum of security for man'.

Hazrat Ibn AbbaaéRA) stated that asylum and sacurity here mentioned actually signifies the keeping
up of their religion and the monuments of Haj. Another meaning is that those entering the Holy Ka'be
become safe from attack. Hazrat Has&Basari (RA) while reciting this vese said: "That this
religion will remains standing firmly as long as the Haj is made to this house and as long as peopls
turn their faces in prayer towards the Ka'ba". (Durre Mansoor)
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Hazrat Imam Ghazal(RA) quotes Hazrat Al{RA) saying: "When Allah séll intend destroying the
world, he shall first cause the Ka'ba to be demolished. Then shall the world be destroyed.” (Ithaaf)

Further it is quite a common fact in Hadith literature that the destruction of the Ka'ba is a sign of the
very nearness of Qiganat. Rasululai{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamgaid: ‘it is as if | see those
Abysinians who will break the Ka'ba stones by stone'. Another hadith states: 'People shall remai
protected as long as they continue to honor and respect the Ka'lhdakkahas the should. And
when they shall stop, they shall be destroyed.' (Mishkaat)

Another Hadith says: 'Qiyaamat shall not come as long as the-a&la#jawad, and the Magaam
Ibrahim are not lifted up from this world.’

According to another Hadith one ofetlsigns of Qiyaamat shall be the fact that Abysinians shall
attackMakkahand the Ka'ba. It shall be such a vast army that when the front section of it shall be at
the black stone, the hind part of the army shall be at the sea in Jeddah. They shalebkakat

stone by stone. (Ithaaf)

Hadith Number One:

Hazrat Ibn AbbagRA) reports that the Messenger of Allah said: "One hundred and twenty mercies descenc
upon the Ka'ba every day and night; sixty for those performing tawaaf, forty forgbdseming salaah and
twenty for those merely looking at Ka'b@#Kanz)

Here we are told that merely looking at the Ka'ba is a form of Ibaadah. Hazrat Saeed ibn MEsa)y e
well known. Tab'iee used to say that whoever merely looks at the Ka'baamiplete faith, becomes so
cleansed of his sins as the day he was born.

Abu Saa'ib Madani said: "Whoever looks at the Ka'ba with complete faith, his sins shall fall from him as
leaves from a tree and that person who sits in the mosque, merely lobkimegka'ba without performing
salaah or tawaaf is better than that person who remains in his home busy with nafl prayers and does not Ic
at the Ka'ba".

Hazrat Ataa R.A said: "Looking at the Ka'ba is a form of Ibbadah. That person who looks at thésKa'b
similar in rank to him who remains in Ibaadah all night, and to him who fasts during the day, and to him whc
fights in the way of Allah and to him who turns to Allah in repentance." Hazrat (RtApalso said: "To

look at the Ka'ba once is similarttee nafl Ibaadah of one full year."

Hazrat Ta'oogRA) says: "Looking at the Ka'ba is better than that person's ibaadat who performs roza, stay
awake at the night and makes jihad in the way of Allah." Hazrat Ibrahim NakRaf¢e"That the person

who looks at the ka'ba is equal in rank to that person who is dutakkahand continuously performing
Ibaadah. (Durre Mansoor). It is evident from the above Hadith how blessed are those that perform tawae
For this reason the ulama have said that on entéhedviasjidul Haraam it is more virtuous to perform
tawaaf than to perform Tahiyatul Masjid salaah. If however, for some reason, tawaaf cannot be performe:
one should make the above salaah. Otherwise it is best to perform tawaaf as soon as one @oEysdhe
When, however, the time for salaah is near, tawaaf should not be started. Fortunate indeed are those wh
Allah granted the opportunity to perform tawaaf in abundance.
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Hazrat Karz bin WabréRA) was a saintly man who used to perform seventy tesxagery day and the same
number every night, which was equal to the walking of about 30 miles daily. After every tawaaf he
performed the normal two rakaahs salaatut tawaaf. This means he performed (apart from his obligato
prayers and sunnats) two hundli@nd eighty rakaahs. Apart from that he also completed two full recitations
of the Holy Qur'aan daily. (Ihya)

Hadith Number Two:

Hazrat Ibn AbbaaéRA) reports that discussing the black stone Rasulatiaho Alaihe Wassallansgid:
"Verily Allah shall raise it up on the day of Qiyaamat: "it shall have two eyes with, which it sees and a
tongue with which it shall speak, bearing witness in favor of everyone who did kiss it with truth and faith."
(Tirmidhi)

To kiss it with truh and faith means to do so with firm belief of receiving reward. Hazrat (R&)rreports

that RasulullanSallaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: 'The Ka'ba has a tongue and two lips. Once long ago the
Ka'ba complained to Allah: 'O, Lord the number of thoseimgime have decreased indeed." Allah replied:
"fear not, for | shall cause such a nation (the Muslims) who shall be very sincere and earnest in prayer, al
shall be prostrators to Me; They shall bend down before you as a pigeon bends down to its eggs."

Another Hadith puts it this way: 'On the day of Qiyaamat the-Blajtswad and the Rukne Yamaani shall be
raised up in such a manner, that they shall have eyes, tongues and lips. They shall bear witness in favor
whoever kissed it with faith and devotiditargheeb)

According to another report, hazrart UnfRA) once performed tawaaf; coming to the stone, he kissed it and
said: 'l know quite well that you are a mere stone. You cannot benefit nor can you harm me. Had | not set
Rasululah(Sallaho AlaihéWassallam)yoing it, | would never have kissed it'. At that time Hazrat(RIA),

who was standing next to Hazrat UnfRA) said: 'O Prince of the Faithful, the stone does benefit and harm'.
Hazrat Umai(RA) asked: 'How is that?' Hazrat ARA) replied: When before creation, Allah received from

the souls of man the pledge and assurance that they would accept and serve Him as the Lord of everythi
He wrote and placed the pledge inside this stone. One the day of Qiyaamat it shall bear withess as to w
fulfilled his pledge and who acted contrary to it. (Ithaaf)

Perhaps that is the reason for our reading this duaa in the tawaaf when we come to the Hajar: 'O Allah, I ki
this stone with full faith in You, while believing completely in Your Holy Book aruilevfulfilling my
pledge to You.'

Hazrat Umar(RA) was a man who took careful note of the beliefs of the people. He never wanted any
superstition or wrong beliefs to blemish true Imaan. We know how he had that tree chopped down unde
which Rasulullai{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanipok the oath of allegiance at Hudeibiya. This oath was of such
importance and had Allah's pleasure much that Allah said in the Qur'aan: 'Allah’'s good pleasure was on t
believers when they swore Fealty to you under the tree."

When Hazrat UmafRA) discovered that people used to gather under this tree in order to obtain blessings, he
had it removed. (Durre Mansoor). He feared the people would start worshipping and revering this stone lik
the idolaters worshipped the idols, tHgresliminating a resemblance with the idol worshippers. And on this
he drew their attention that this stone should not be glorified and he kissed it merely to obey the
commandments or Rasulull§Ballaho Alaihe Wassallamjt is unlike the Mushriks who bele that the

idols are able to bring you nearer to Allah. Similarly Hazrat UgR#Y) said about the Ka'ba: "This Ka'ba is
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merely a structure of some stones. Allah has made it our Qibla towards which to make our salaah whilst v
live and towards which we st face when we are laid down when we dies." (Kanz)

Another report says: 'when Hazrat Un(&aA) used to kiss the Hajal-Aswad, he used to say: 'l bear
witness that you are a mere stone. You cannot benefit me, nor harm me. My Lord is He besidesrehom th
is no God. If I did not see RasululléBallaho Alaihe Wassallankjssing and touching you, | would not have
kissed you nor touched you." (Kanz)

According to another report, when Hazrat UrfRA) used to kiss the Hajal-Aswad, he said: "In the name

of Allah, Allah is most great, Praise to Him that He has lead us to this Deen. There is no god save Allah, tr
One, who has no partner. | believe in Allah and disbelieve in all idols, in Laat, Uzza and anything else
besides Allah. Verily my patron and pel is He, Who revealed the book and He is the One protecting the
righteous ones."

In this prayer Hazrat UmgRA) frees himself from any form of shirk. Another point to understand here is
that performing Tawaaf and kissing the Black stone has nothidg teith idol worship. Firstly, because
these things are done only because Allah commanded it. In Idol worship that is not the case. Secondly, wh
we perform Tawaaf it is not done for any one other than Allah: ‘it is for Allah alone. This is not thétbase
idols in which shirk is obvious. And hazrat ARA) gives explanation that one does benefit at the Hajarul
Aswad is because it will bear witness on the day of Judgement. One does benefit from evidence in on
favor, but this does not make that souoteevidence worthy of worship. It is mentioned in the hadith that
everything that is within reach of the Mu'azzin's voice will give evidence for him on the day of Qiyaamat.
This does not mean that all these things become worthy or worship.

Hadith Number Three:

Ibn Hazrat AbbaagRA) reports that RasulullaiSallaho Alaihe Wassallamgaid: 'The Hajarul Aswad
descended from paradise, having been white in color than milk. The sins of the sons of Men caused it
become Black'(Tirmidhi)

This hadith tellus that because men touched it with sinful hands, the effect of their sins caused blackness 1
come on the stone. Here one should take careful not; if a stone became black through a touch, what will
the position of those hearts of such people livingantinuous sin? According to one hadith; "When a man
commits a sin, a black mark comes on his heart. If he repents, it is removed; when he sins again, anott
black mark forms. And so it continues until the whole heart becomes black,” The Qur'aan bpeakiis

in the following verse: 'but no means." "By on their hearts is a stain of the (ill) which they do".

In a hadith we read: "The Hajar and the Mugaame Ibrahim are two of the rubies of paradise. Had it not bee
for the fact that idol worshippers had touched it, every sick one who touched it would have been immediatel
cured of any disease." In another hadlitis related: "The Hajaal-Aswad, is one of the stones of paradise.
But for the fact that sins of ewiloers had touched it, the affliction of the blind, the lame and the sick would
have been removed by merely touching it."

Hadith Number Four:

Hazrat Abu Hurairah(RA) reports that RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallangaid: 'Seventy angels are
placed over the Ruknul Yamaani. When anyone says: 'O Allah, grant me pardon and safety from danger a
sin in this world and in the hereafter; Our Lord granthesrighteous of this world and of the hereafter, and
save us from the punishment of hell”, then they say: 'Aamgem'Maja)
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The Ruknul Yamaani is also a very blessed corners of the Ka'ba. The Ruknul Yamaani is also a very bless
place. Hazrat UmafRA) says: "We did not stop touching the HagdtAswad and the Ruknul Yamaani at

any time from the time we saw Rasulullguallaho Alaihe Wassallantpuching them". Kissing Rukn, only
means passing the hand over it as one passes there during tawaalilyctmor hadith in Kanz, touching

the Hajar and the Rukn causes sins to be pardoned. In another hadith it is related that R¢&ailaktah
Alaihe Wassallamkissed the Ruknul Yamaani. Let me warn here that touching these two parts of the Ka'ba
shouldtake place in such a manner that others are not harmed. One should watch out for this. It is Mustah:
to touch these parts, and it is haraam to cause harm or hurt a Muslim.

Hadith Number Five:
Ibn Hazrat Abbaas R.A says: 'l heard the messenger of sdighThe Multazam is a place where duaas are
accepted. Whenever a person prays to Allah at this spot, Allah grants his grageulHaseen)

The Multazam is that part of the Ka'ba lying between the Hajar and the door of the Ka'ba. Multazam come
from the Arabic word meaning to become attached, and perhaps it is so called because this is the section
the ka'ba where a person should attach his body in prayer. Abu Dawood reports that Ibn Hazrat Abbaas s:
that he used to stand up straight here withctiest and face against the Ka'ba, arms stretched out above the
head leaning against the Ka'ba. He then said: 'l saw RasulBi#laho Alaihe Wassallanaping that: ‘it is a
common experience of every ustaz of hadith, from my teacher, up to Ras(alliaho Alaihe Wassallam)
that when teaching this hadith they used to say: 'l prayed at the Multazam in the above manner and my pra
was granted'. This has also been my personal experience. Hazrat HassdR/Aasniote a letter to the
people ofMakkah wherein he said that there are fifteen places where prayers are heard. (Mustajaab places)

Fifteen places where Duas (Paryers) are heard

1) During tawaaf.

2) At the Multazam.

3) Atthe MeezabuRahmah. (Under thwaterspout in the Hateem).
4) Inside the Ka'ba.

5) At the wdl of Zamzam.

6) At Safa.

7) Upon Marwa.

8) While waking between Safa and Marwa.

9) Atthe Magaame Ibrahim.

10) On the plain of Arafaat.

11) At Muzadalifah.

12) At Mina.

13), 14), 15)At the time of pelting the three shaytaans at Mina. (Hisn Haseen)

Durre Mansoor mentions the following Mustajaab Places:

1) Multazam.
2) Under the MeerabtRahmah.
3) At the Ruknul Yamaani.
4) Upon Safa and Marwa.
5) Between Safa and Marwa.
6) Between Hajaal-Aswad and Magaame lbrahim.
7) Inside the Ka'ba.
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8) At Mina, Arafaat and Muzalifah.
9) At the three Shaytaans.

Hazrat Shah Abdul AzifRA) used to prefer this latter report in his tafsefpart from these places, some
ulama have mentioned a few other places as well e.g. the mataaf; the orbit wherein one makes tawaaf, wt
ones gyht falls on the Ka'ba, inside the hateem and between the Ruknul Yamaani and thed-Asyead.

There is even an opinion that the Multazam is the area between the Ruknul Yamaani and the now clos
western door of the Ka'ba. This opinion is not the acdemte. (Sharh Lubaab)

Hadith Number Six;

Hazrat Anas bin MaaliKRA) reports that RasulullafBallaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: 'The salaat which a
person performs in his house is one salaat; and his salaat in the local masjid is equal to 25 shlaats: an
salaat in the Jaame Masjid where the people gather is rewarded to the extent of five hundred salaats; and
salaat in the mosque of Jerusalem, Masjidul Agsaa is rewarded to the extent of fifty thousand salaats: and
salaat in my mosquklasjidul Nabawi in the Holy Mosque dflakkahis rewarded to the extent of one
hundred thousand saladtign Maja)

The fact that salaat in the Holy MosqueM¥ékkahis rewarded up to one hundred thousand times be borne
out by many ahaadith. Hazrat Hasan B4RA\) used to say: 'Fasting iMakkah for one day is equal to
fasting one hundred thousand times elsewhere; to give one dirham (about 50) in charity there, is equal
giving one hundred thousand dirhams elsewhere. In fact every good deed performed thbesaghdlbne
hundred thousand had been performed elsewhere'. (Ithaaf)

All this is contained in a Hadith of Rasulullglsallaho Alaihe Wassallamyuoted in chapter three.
According to many reports the reward for righteous deeds in the Masjid of Ras\bdldho Alaihe
Wassallam)jn Madinahis more than the reward for similar deeds in the Musjidul Agsaa. Put here the reward
for both these mosques is the same. Because of this Hadith ulama have given the explanation that evi
Masjid's reward is reckoned icomparison with the Masjid which is smaller, i.e. the reward in the Jaame
Masijid is five hundred times more than the reward of the local Masjid. Thus salaat in the Jaame Mas;jid |
(500x25) equal to 12,000; and the reward for the Masjidul Agsaa will 20 800; RasulullatiSallaho
Alaihe Wassallamjnasjid ofMadinahwill be 3,125,000,000; while the Holy Mosque Mbkkahshall have

an increased reward of so much more, which will be 1,562,500,000,000. In any case when entering the Hc
Masijid in Makkah it is very strongly recommended to make the intention for I'tikaaf also. This has in fact
been recommended for entrance into every mosque. It will mean that for as long as one remains in tt
mosque separate reward is granted for the I'tikaaf. As far theddlasMakkahandMadinahare concerned

this niyyat should never be forgotten, as has been specially advocated and advised by Hazrat Imaam Naw
(RA)

Hadith Number Seven:

Hazrat UmarRA) said; 'l would much rather prefer to commit seventy sins at Rukiya (olsiklkah) than
to commit one sin insidklakkah (Kanz)

In the same way that righteous deeds are considerably increased in reward, so also sins there :

tremendously multiplied. Fahis reason Hazrat Um@RA) considered a sin iMakkah seventy times more

heinous than outside the Holy City. A similar saving of Hazrat Ibn AbffgA¥ has already been quoted in

chapter three. Hazrat Um@RA) mentioned this on numerous occasionss for this reason that many elders
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of Islam did not approve of staying permanentlyMakkah because it is very difficult to give the place its
rightful due in honor and respect. Hazrat Imaam GhgE#) wrote that any sinful act is very strongly
prohibited there and the committee of such acts can easily earn the anger of Allah. (Ithaaf)

Hazrat Wahb bin al War(RA) one of the saints said: 'l was once sitting in the hateem when | heard a voice
coming from under the covering of the Ka'ba saying: stlffrcomplain to Allah and then to you, O Jibraeel,
regarding this laughing, joking and nonsensical talk in my vicinity. If these inadvisable acts do not stop, |
shall burst asunder so that every rock shall come apart.' (ihyaa)

Once Hazrat UmaiRA) addessed Quraish this: 'O men of Quraish, before you the Amalakites used to be in
charge of the supervision over the Holy House. They handled the honor of the house lightly and neglected |
respect thus Allah caused destruction to come to them. Thereafteduthum tribe took over the
responsibility. When they too dishonored the Holy Ka'ba Allah caused destruction to come upon them toc
Now you are the supervisors over it. Honor it in a fit manner and respect and revere it greatly'. (Kanz)

It is reported hat Hazrat Moosa bin Muhamm@dA) said: 'Once a most Gddaring and righteous stranger
performed tawaaf. During tawaaf he heard the voice of a woman also in tawaaf. Hr stared in her direction.
hand come out of the Ka'ba at the Ruknul Yamaani and suhdgke so hard that his one eye fell out. A
voice from the direction of the door of the Ka'ba said: 'How is it that you perform tawaaf around my house
and yet you stare at someone else? This blow is the punishment for that. If in future is happenssigdin we
take greater revenge'.

Hadith Number Eight:

Hazrat Aa'ishaRA) says: 'l very much wanted to enter the Ka'ba to perform salaat inside it. Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanthen took me by the hand and said: 'Perform the salaat you degire liateem

for verily your people, the Quraish left this section of the Ka'ba outside it when they rebuilt the (Raba.'
Daud)

It is Mustahab to enter the Ka'ba. This is one of the places where duaa is accepted and answered. Howeve
IS never perngsible for anyone to enter through the giving of bribes. When the Quraish rebuilt the Ka'ba they
lifted the roof quite high and raised the door so high that one cannot enter the Ka'ba without a staircas
Rasulullan(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamyanted to rebild the Ka'ba according to the same plan as it had been
before. Hence he said to Hazrat Aa'i$R&): 'These Arabs have only recently entered Islam; It is possible
that their feelings may become roused and sentiments excited, as a result of the deshthiéidta'ba,; if it

was not for this | would rebuilt the Ka'ba, and | would have included the hateem in the Ka'ba: and | woulc
have made two doors. One from which people could enter and leave from the other; and | would hav
lowered the door of the Ka'lta the ground: "Your people raised the door of the Ka'ba so that they admit only
these whom they prefer.’

According to another hadith RasulullgBallaho Alaihe Wassallangaid to Hazrat Aa'ishéRA): 'Your
people did not do the roper thing when erecthngy Ka'ba, if we were not so near to the times of disbelief, |
would again include this section into the Ka'ba; the section they have left outside; rebuilt, this should b
included. RasulullaliSallaho Alaihe Wassallanthien measured off a further seveet. This was the cause

of Hazrat Abdullah bin Zubai(RA) increasing the size of the Ka'ba when he rebuilt it. So actually Ibn
Hazrat ZubainfRA) accomplished what Rasulullgd®allaho Alaihe Wassallant)imself had desired. Later
under Abdul Malik bin Mavaan , Hjjaaj had the Ka'ba restored to itsIgtamic structure. No matter what
niyyat prompted Hajjaj, one can to day still feel thankful that it is made so easy for anyone who wishes to b
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inside the ka'ba. No bribe to be given to enter into the hatelene one may enter at any time to his heart
delight, pray there and make his special supplication to Allah. Being in the hateem, means being inside tt
Ka'ba. For this reason Rasulullé®allaho Alaihe Wassallantpld Hazrat Aa'ishdRA) to say her prays

here. Further, it becomes exceedingly difficult for females to enter the Ka'ba. This hateem simplifies matter
for them. Be very careful of your conduct inside the Ka'ba. The ulama have stated that on entering the Ka'b
one's conduct should be one dfost respect, upholding the great dignity of the place. It is best to go bare
feet without socks, and to bath before entry. It is best to enter with great humility and to enter crying, witl
tears streaming down.

One saintly man was once asked: 'Did ywer enter the Ka'ba? He said: "I do not consider my feet worthy
of being allowed to walk around the Holy House of my Lord, so how can, consider them worthy of entering
his Holy House? | know where these two have been going and coming, and | also knekcfoibad
intentions they went." (Ithaaf)

Ghalib the poet said:
'With what face O Ghalib, shall you appear before the Ka'ba. Have you no shame no fear.'

Some ulama (e.g. Newawi and Ithaaf) have laid great emphasis on the following two points agamst w
people entering the Ka'ba should watch. Firstly there is a ring on the wall opposite the door of the Ka'bs
Ignorant ones have called it the Urwatul Wuthtiee handle of strength. Having touched it they considered
themselves 'possessors of the strbagdle’ which is pure nonsense. Secondly there is a peg in the center of
the floor of the Ka'ba. This has been called the 'navel of the earth’, by ignorant people. On entering the Ka'l
they used to rub their navels against it. This too is pure honsedsgnarance.

Hadith Number Nine:

Hazrat JaabifRA) says | heard the Messenger of Allah say: 'zamzam is a cure for any purpose for which it is
being drunk'(lbn Maja)

Another Hadith states: 'If you drink it to quench a thirst, it will do so, and if you drink it to fill stomach in
place of food, it will do so, and if you drink it for a cure from some illness, it will do so. This is the service of
Hazrat Jibraeel A.S. antdis the way of Hazrat Ismail A.S. (Ithaaf)

The meaning of 'service of Hazrat Jibraeel A.S' is that it was through the striving of Hazrat Jibraeel A.S. the
this well was opened up. The story is well known. Hazrat Sufyaan bin Uy@M#pwas a famous
muhaddith; once a man visited him saying; 'do you believe that the following saying of Ras{8allaho

Alaihe Wassallamis a correctly reported hadith: "Zamzam is a cure for anything for which it is being drunk'.
Hazrat SufyaarfRA) replied: 'yes it iscorrect’. The man said:'Well | have drunk Zamzam for this purpose
that you shall dictate to me two hundred hadith'. Hazrat Sufff@ahtold the man to sit down and recited

two hundred Hadith, and also said: 'Hazrat U(R#) used to say while drinking Zagzam: 'O Allah | drink

this now with the intention of quenching the thirst of the day of Qiyamat'. (Ithaaf, Kanz)

At the time of the farewell Haj RasulullgBallaho Alaihe Wassallangrank a lot of Zamzam and said: 'My
hearts' desire is that I fill tHeucket myself and drink, but | fear that all the people will want to do the same,
therefore I am not filling the bucket myself. According to some reports Rasul($ialtaho Alaihe
Wassallamyid fill the bucket. Perhaps he did that at one time, and wiese tvere many people, he said as
reported above. Once RasulullgBallaho Alaihe Wassallangsked Hazrat Ibn AbbagRA) to bring some
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Zamzam. Hazrat Ibn AbbagRA) replied that there was some clean water in the house, which he felt would
be better to give since so many people hands touched this water. RagSlaillaho Alaihe Wassallanspid:

'‘No give me of that which all drink’. Hazrat Ibn Abbg@&A) brought fran that water, and Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangrank, and threw it over his eyes, he then took and drank a second time and
again threw some over himself'. (Kanz)

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamglso said: 'between us believers and the byfes there is this
difference that while we can fill ourselves with Zamzam they can only drink a little. Another Hadith says:
'Once Rasulullal{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallantpommanded that a pail be filled with Zamzam. The pail was
placed on the edge of tall. RasulullahSallaho Alaihe Wassallantypok the pail and said: '‘Bismillah’, and
drank for a long time; then he took the pail away from his mouth and said: 'Alhamdulillah’. Thereafter, he
again said: 'Alhamdulillah’. Then he said: 'The difference batvike hypocrites and ourselves is that they
cannot drink a lot of Zamzam'.

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: 'Perform salaat on the salaat places of the righteous and saintly
ones and drink of their water'. The companions inquired: 'O Messehgéah, what are the salaat places of
the saintly ones?' RasulullgBallaho Alaihe Wassallamgplied: 'Beneath the Meezabur Rahmah'. Then the
companions inquired: 'And what O Messenger of Allah is the water of the saintly ones?' Raéballdio
Alaihe Wassallampeplied: 'Zamzam'. (Ithaaf)

Hazrat Um Maa'badRA) relates: 'A young man once passed her tent carrying two waterbags. | asked him:
"What are these two bags?' he replied: 'A letter from Rasul(Balaho Alaihe Wassallangame to the

chief of our tribe wherein was requested that Zamzam should be sent to Wtadinah | now intend
delivering these two bags filled with Zamzam to him with the greatest possible speed so that the water do.
not dry up.' (Ithaaf)

hazrat Aa'ishgRA) used o carry Zamzam with her frodMakkahand related that RasulullgBallaho Alaihe
Wassallamhimself used to carry Zamzam with him. According to the Hadith Rasul(alklaho Alaihe
Wassallamused to carry Zamzam with him, and he used to sprinkle it osi¢hie ones, and at he time of
tahneek of Hazrat HasdRA) and Hazrat HussaifiRA) he gave them to drink. (Sharh Lubaab)

(Tahneek means to place something in the child's mouth for the first time after birth)

With regard to the virtue of Zamzam, | cdullo better than to mention that at the time of Mi'raaj, Hazrat
Jibraeel A.S brought from paradise a golden plate and came with the Buraaq from Jannat. But for washir
out the Holy Prophet's heart, he used Zamzam fkéethkkah Whereas he brought so manyntys from
heaven, he could also have brought water from paradise.

Hazrat Ibn AbbaafRA) reports that when RasulullgBallaho Alaihe Wassallandrank Zamzam he said the
following prayer:
'O Allah, grant me beneficial knowledge, abundant sustenance andcarre from all diseases.

Hadith Number Ten:

Hazrat Ibn AbbaagRA) reports that RasulullaiSallaho Alaihe Wassallangaid to Makkah "What a
wonderful city you are and how | love you. Had my people not forced me out of you, | would never have
settled in any other city save yoTirmidhi)
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As a result of the contents of this hadith as well as those expounding the increased mengdrtémis deeds

in Makkah the majority of ulama believe thistakkahis the most virtuous (afdhal) of all towns, and to stay
there permanently or in a temporary as capacity, is most virtuous. Who would not like to be able to settl
there when one sala@t rewarded one hundred thousand times? Yet in spite of all this many of our saintly
elders did not advocate residencéviakkah(for longer than necessary).

Hazrat Mullah Ali Qari(RA) wrote that according to Hazrat Imaam Muhamni@éd) and Hazrat Imaam

Abu Yousuf(RA) it is Mustahab to accept permanent residendglakkah This is also the Hanafi fatwa,

and coincides with the religious decree of some Sahfi'ee and Hambali Imaams. However Hazrat Imaam Al
Hanifa (RA) and Hazrat Imaam Maali{RA) consideregpermanent residence Makrooh. This view is upheld

by many who have a careful attitude, fearing that one may become used to the place that he becomes bol
losing the conception of the dignity and honoMakkah This would lead to indifference, which widwalso

lead to sin. And as already said; in the same way as good deeds are magnified, so also sins are magnified.

As for those sincere ones, avoiding sins, there can be no better place on the surface of the globe th
Makkah Unfortunately those ones are few in number today. They are few in number as the kings amon
men. Many are the ones who claim to be able to uphold the dignity and hdviakkdih It is very easy to

claim but very difficult to fulfil.

Mullah Ali Qari sas that: 'Hazrat Imaam Abu HanifRA) disliked permanent residenceMakkah having
considered the religious condition of the people of his time. If he should be alive today he would say it is
haraam." This Mulla Ali Qari is one of the greatest Ulamdsteéfm and he passed away in the year 1014
Hijri. He wrote in the above quotation about his time. We are now in the 14th century after the Hijrat. Sc
much more has condition deteriorated that the condition in which we find ourselves today needs no commel
What would he say today?

Hazrat Imaam Ghazal{RA) explains the three reasons why some Ulama calls it makrooh to reside
permanently irMakkah

1) They fear that through excess contact and familiarity, this great desire, enthusiasm and zeal for tf
Ka'ba wil decrease (and familiarity may breed contempt).

2) They fear that the sad occasion of parting with the Ka'ba and the zeal for returning to it will be lost.
Hence some elders have said that it is so much better that you should stay in another plale while t
heart desires to be Makkah then that you should stay Makkah with a heart longing for another
place. It has been related from pious persons, that there are many people of Kharasaan who ha
stronger attachment wittiakkahthan those who are perfoing tawaaf inviakkahitself.

3) They fear that sin will be committed, which is a great crime calling for Allah's anger. It is a fact that
Makkahis a blessed city. Every inch and every rock or bit of sand is blessed.

We have already mentioned those ptaoé special blessing. Now there are a few more to which attention
should be drawn.

1) Firstly there is a place where the house of Hazrat Kh@dikg used to be; and where Hazrat Fatima
Zahraa(RA) was born; and where all the children of Rasulul{8hllato Alaihe Wassallamjvere
born except Hazrat Ibrahim A.S. up to the Hijrat Rasulu{&fllaho Alaihe Wassallantive here.
The Ulama are of the opinion that second to the Holy Masjid, this place is the most virtuous in
Makkah

2) Then there is the spot knovas Mowlidun Nabi. Where our RasululléBallaho Alaihe Wassallam)
was born.
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3) The houses of Hazrat Abu BalRA) known as the Darul Hijrat from where the flight NMadinah
took place. Before the Hijrat RasulullgBallaho Alaihe Wassallam)sed to come hereveryday.
There were two stones there; one called 'Mutakallim’, which made salaam to the Holy Prophe
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanand the other called 'Muttaka', against which Rasultlaho Alaihe
Wassallam)sed to lean while sitting down.

4) The Mowlid Ali. Where Hazrat Ali(RA) was born.

5) Dare-Argam, also known as Da&rKharasaan, the house where hazrat U(Ra#) accepted Islam,
near the hill of Safa. Here the first forty men had joined the fold of Islam. And here the following
verse was revealetdO Prophet, Allah is sufficient for you; and for those who follow you among the
believers". This is the house where Rasulu(laallaho Alaihe Wassallamised to conceal himself in
the early days of Islam.

6) The cave of Thowr where RasululldBallahoAlaihe Wassallampand Hazrat Abu Bak(RA) did
themselves for some time during the flight Madinah This was the cave where the verse was
revealed calling Hazrat Abu BakRA) "the second of the two" companions while they were in the
cave.

7) Cave of Hiraaon the Mount of Light (Jabal an Noor) where before Prophethood descended upon him,
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamjsed to spend days and days in complete solitude until the
very first verse of the Qur'an (Igra) was revealed to him there. Hereceambe Prophet.

8) Masjidur Raya near Ma'laa Makkahwhere RasulullaSallaho Alaihe Wassallanused to pray.

9) Masjidul Jinn, the place where the Jinns used to gather to listen to a lecture by Raéballéio
Alaihe Wassallam)Once RasulullaSallalo Alaihe Wassallamjook Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas'ood
(RA) with him towards them, left Hazrat Abdull§RA) at some distance away and alone proceeded
to give instructions to the Jinns at this spot. There he read the Qur'an to them.

10) Masjidul Shajarah, whichis opposite Masjidul Jinn, the mosque in which there grew a tree.
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanonce called the tree which splitting the ground came to him.
He then sent it back and it went back.

11) Masjidul Ghanam, also known as Masjidul ljaabahgve after the conquest bfakkah Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallantpok the oath of allegiance.

12) Masfid-e-Ajyaad.

13) Masjid of Mount Abu Qubays. This masjid can be seen from the Haram. The story about eating goat'
broth at this place is incorrect.

14) Masjid-e-Tuwaa, which lies on the route to Tan'eem, where Rasul(allaho Alaihe Wassallam)
came to Haj or umrah, he used to stay and rest.

15) Masjid-e-Aa'isha at Tan'eem, from where one puts on ihraam to procééakt@ahfor umrah.

16) Masjidul Agba, wherdefore the Hijrat the Ansaar for the first time pledged themselves to the service
of Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanand Islam. Going fronMakkahto Mina, this mosque lies
on the right hand side of the road a little distance away from the road.

17) Magidul Ju'raana, the place where Rasulul(&allaho Alaihe Wassallanput on his ihraam for
umrah after having come from Ta'if after the conquedaitkah

18) Masjidul Kabsh. This is sometimes also called the slaughtering place of Hazrat Ibrahim A.S, where
the faithful prophet came to sacrifice his only son Hazrat Ismail A.S.

19) Masjidul Khaif, the famous mosque at Mina, where it is said seventy prophets lie. burie

20) The Mursalaat Cave where Surat Al Mursalaat was revealed to Rasu(@laho Alaihe
Wassallam)lt is not far from Masjidul Khaif.

21) Jannatul Mu'laa, the ancient graveyardMdkkah where Hazrat KhadijdRA) lies buried. The
virtues of this graveydrhave ben explained in various Hadith.
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Apart from these there are many other places of blessings and great historical and spiritual significance. At
what place infMlakkahcannot be blessed when the Holy feet of Rasulyl&dillaho Alaihe Wassallanand
the Sahaaba-Kiraam had trod there? Hazrat Mullah Ali Qari Rah has specially mentioned the foregoing.
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Chapter : Concerning the Umrah

In the same way that there are obligatory (fardh) salaats, which must be, said at specific times and sor
voluntary fafl) salaats for the devoted to present himself in Allah's presence when he so desires. There is
specific time when it is compulsory to present himself at the Home of Allah for Haj and also a time when in ¢
voluntary manner he may perform some of this achich are also performed in Haj by performing umrah.
Apart form five days (when it is makrooh from the 9th to 13th Zil Haj) umrah may be performed at any time
during the year.

It is a special favor from Allah that whenever a person may long to benpraisthe House of Allah he can

do so. Umrah, according to Hazrat Imaam Abu Ha(if4) and Hazrat Imaam MaalikRA) and Hazrat
Imaam Ahmad(RA) hence it is advised that a person should perform at least one umrah. There are eve
some of the Hanafi Imaamsho have stated that it is waajib. Some even speaks about it beingefardh
kifaayah (i.e. that it is a duty upon all, which becomes lifted from them when some of them perform it.)

The Holy Qur'aan also says: "And complete the Haj and umrah for Allah's sake."

In discussing this completion of the Haj and umrah, one Hadith explains that it means that a person shou
proceed from his home with ihraam and the firm intention of perfagriiaj or umrah. (Durre Mansoor)

Many Hadiths expound the virtues of putting on the ihraam from ones home. This is highly recommendec
However, the ulama have felt that it would be quite difficult to remain in ihraam for such a long time during
which, whle in ihraam the Haji may become involved in sinful activities, therefore they have advised that it
should rather be done from the Meeqaat (i.e those special places beyond which one should not proce
without ihraam). The reason for this is that it is emonportant to avoid sin than to be greedy for reward.
Much are the virtues of umrah as is known from the Hadith. In the first chapter of this book some of thes
ahaadith have already passed.

(Hadith numbers 11, 14 and 15)

Our Rasulullan(Sallaho AlaiheWassallam)performed only one Haj after the hijrat but performed umrah
four times. One of these umrahs could not be completed becauddaktkams prohibited them from
entering the city. Three umrahs were completed.

Hadith Number One:

Hazrat Amr bin Asah(RA) reports that RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallangaid! 'Verily the best of
deeds is righteous and accepted Haj or a righteous and accepted (irabatnani)

In the first chapter (hadith number 2) we have already explained the meaningHafjjthenabroor and this

same meaning applies to a mabroor umrah. In one hadith we read: 'Umrah is a minor Haj'. (Durre Mansoor)
In other words umrah contains within itself all the fruits and blessings of Haj but to a lesser degree.

Hadith Number Two:

Hazrat Abu HurairalfRA) reports that RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallangaid: 'Sins committed since
one umrah are forgiven through the next umi@greed upon)
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Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallant)ere wished to tell us that whatever sins one cdmititer one
umrah can be forgiven through the blessings of an umrah. So what was done between two umrahs becon
washed away. Many other hadith corroborate this statement.

Hadith Number Three:

Hazrat Ibn AbbaagRA) reports that a woman hazrat Um &aeR.A, once came to the Messenger of Allah
and said: 'O RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallam(my husband) Abu Talha and his son had gone to
perform Haj, and left me behind." Rasulul@allaho Alaihe Wassallamgplied: 'O Um Saleem, to perform

one umrd in the month of Ramadhaan is equal in reward of a Haj in my company'. This is not the only
hadith in which it is stated that the reward of an umrah in Ramadhaan is the same as Haj in the company
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam(lbn Hibaan)

When Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanprepared to go for Haj, the wife of one of the companions told
her husband: 'Please take me also to perform Haj with Rasul8kdlaho Alaihe WassallamiHe replied: 'l

have no camel to your carrier on Haj'. Shigl:séBut you have one more camel”. He replied: "l cannot load
you on that because | have made that camel waqf in the way of Allah". The result was that the wife staye
behind.

After Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallameturned from Haj he was informed by the husband what
transpired. RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallanthen said: 'going on the camel for Haj would also have
been in the way of Allah: and if she had gone on it, it would not have been wrong." Thereaptantbaid:

'O Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamjny wife sends you her greetings and inquires what the
compensation is for having missed Haj in your company?"'

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallameplied: "Convey my salaams to her and tell her tdope one
umrah in the month of Ramadhaan which is similar to having performed Haj in my company". (Abu
Dawood)

Similar incidents happened with Hazrat Um Sinaa R.A, Um Maaqgal. Um Tulaig and Hazrat Um Hasheen
(RA) they all desired to perform Haj with Rasllah (Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanut for some reason or
other could not do so, and to each of them RasulyBaiaho Alaihe Wassallangave the same answer.
Hazrat Hafiz Ibn HajrdRA) mentions all these cases in his famous commentary on Bukhari called Fat'hul
Baari and said it does not mean that the fardh Haj is considered to have been performed by going for
umrah in Ramadhaan. All the ulama are agreed upon this. It means ontlgethahrah coupled with the
great blessing of Ramadhaan, become similar in reward to that of Haj.

Hazrat Imaam Ibn Jowzi Rah mentions that very often it happens that because of the blessedness of time,
reward of some acts are tremendously magnifisdpaexample in the case of security of intention.

Hadith Number Four:

Hazrat Abu Hurairai{RA) reports that RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallansaid; 'The Hajis and those
who perform umrah are Allah's deputation. When they pray to Him, He answens and when they seek
His forgiveness, He forgives theribn Maja)

The Hajis and those enroute to perform umrah are a deputation with special duties towards Allah. In the sar
manner that we have deputation and delegations going to the courtstahgreand rulers, these people go
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to present themselves at Allah's house. And in the same manner that a delegation desires to be honored, tt
people are honored in Allah's presence. According to one Hadith: 'The delegation of Allah are of three kind:
'the fighters in His way, those who perform Haj and those who perform umrah.' (Mishkaat)

In Targheeb a Hdith reported by Hazrat JgBiA) it is related this way: "They who perform Haj and umrah

are the deputation of Allah, whenever they pray to Him, Hevarss and whenever they beg of Him, He
grants." Another Hadith in Targheeb: "Those performing Haj and umrah are the deputation of Allah.
Whatever they beg, they are given, whatever prayer they make is heard, for whatever expenses they inc
they are rewardl swear by Him in whose hand my life lies, whenever a person recites: 'Labbaik' from any
high place or whenever they recite the takbeer, everything from around them till the end of earth echoes the
cry.'

In Targheeb it is also reported: "The Haji aheé one performing umrah are Allah's deputation. Whatever
they beg they are given, whatever prayer they utter is heard, for whatever expenses they incur they &
rewarded.”

In another similar Hadith in Targheeb the following addition is reported: ey dirham they spend they

are granted (the reward of) a million Dirhams. Further in Targheeb it is reported: "If the peMzA&kaih

should fully realize the due they owe to the Hajis, they would run to welcome them, even kissing the animal
on which tley travel, because these people are the deputation of Allah."

Hadith Number Five:

Hazrat Ibn Mas'oo@RA) relates that Rasulullatballaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: 'Follow up the Haj or the
unrah (with each other) for verily they remove poverty andrsthe same manner that fire cleans away the
dirt in iron, gold and silver{Tirmidhi)

Here one is encouraged to follow up Haj and umrah with each other. The meaning of 'follow up' can b
explained thus: Among the three manners of performing Haj, ia@@ukvhich according to the Hanafi is the
most virtuous form of Haj. This is the manner in which the Holy Pro{8edtaho Alaihe Wassallanput on

his ihraam with the niyyat of performing both Haj and umrah with the same ihraam all in one.

Secondly, 'flow up' may also mean that when you have performed Haj, you should also perform umrah
afterwards and vice versa. You should follow up the one with the other. One Hadith states that: 'Follow u;
between Haj and Umrah which increase one lifespan and rerpovesty and sins as fire removes dirt'.
(Targheeb)

Another Hadith states: 'Continue to perform Haj and umrah for Allah's sake forever, for these two clean awa
poverty and sin as fire removes dirt from iron'. (Kanz)

'Performing Haj and umrah often stops poverty.' (Kanz) 'Continuous performing of Haj an umrah remove:
poverty and sin just as fire removes dirt from iron'. (Kanz) 'Following up between Haj and umrah increase
one's life span and increases one's sustenglieaz).

The same theme runs through many other ahaadith. Hazrat Imaam NéR@&whas stated that the
performing of umrah in abundance is mustahab. Hazrat Imaam Ibn Hajar (Ra&kguoted Hazrat Imaam
Shafi'ee(RA) as saying that where one is ableeoshould not allow any month to pass by without
performing at least one umrah; and if one performs two or three, so much better. (Sharhe Manasik)'
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Hadith Number Six;

Hazrat Abu HurairalfRA) reports that Rasulullagsallaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: "TheJihaad of the aged,
the weak and the females is to perform Haj and um@ahTargheeb)

In the eleventh Hadith of chapter one this theme has already been discussed. Hazra{P®a&)isisked
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamyhether Jihaad is als@mpulsory on woman? Rasulull§8allaho

Alaihe Wassallamyeplied: "Such a form of Jihaad has been laid upon their shoulders wherein there is na
fighting and no killing; that is Haj and umrah’. (Targheeb)

A companion once asked Rasulullgallaho AlaiheWassallam) "l am a man of little courage, having no
strength to appear before the enemy". Rasulatiaho Alaihe Wassallananswered: "Shall | show you a
Jihaad in which there is no fighting?' He replied: "Yes". Rasululidllaho Alaihe Wassallangaid:
"Perform Haj and umrah". (Durre Mansoor)

Hadith Number Seven:

Hazrat Um Salmal(RA) reports that RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: "Whosoever puts on his
ihraam for an umrah from Baitul Mugaddas, shall be forgiém. Maja)

This Hadth speaks for itself. One Tabi'iyya, (A Muslim woman who saw the Prof$etaho Alaihe
Wassallam). Hazrat Um HakeerfRA) hearing this hadith from hazrat Um Salm{&#) undertook a special
journey to Baitul Mugaddas to put on her ihraam there, for aalutoMakkah (Targheeb)

That was the spirit of those people that whenever they heard the commands and advices of Rasulull
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanthey immediately endeavored to put them into action, according to their means.
They never cared abotite hardship they had to undergo.

Hazrat Um SalmalfRA) also reports another hadith: ‘whosoever travels from the Masjidul Agsaa to the

Masjidul Haraam irMakkahwith the intention of performing umrah, shall have his previous and future sins
forgiven andhe shall enter paradisgDurre Mansoor)
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Chapter 8: Ziyyaarat of Madinah (Visiting the Grave of Rasulullah (Sallaho Alaihe
Wassallam))

Hazrat Mullah Ali Qaari Rah, the famous aalim and Muhaddith has written that besides a few that are nc
authoritative who hold a different view the consensus of the Muslims is that to visit (Ziyaarat) Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam$ an important & of piety. It is also a most desirable form of Ibaadat, a very
successful way of way of attaining spiritual heights and an encouraging reason for an acceptable intercessit
Some ulama have said that it is waajib (obligatory) upon that person who hamdhe to reach there.
Hazrat Allama Shaami Rah, relates this same view from Hazrat Ibn Hajar Rah. To avoid going there is she
negligence and carelessness. Some Maalikis have said that to go to ré&dkniahis more desirable than

to go to stay inMakkah In Durre Mansoor it is stated: 'to visit the tomb of Rasulu{&allaho Alaihe
Wassallam)s desirable. In view of Rasulullg®allaho Alaihe Wassallars)countless favors on the Ummat

and the hopes that are expected from Rasulu&dilaho AlaiheWassallam)after death, it is indeed
unfortunate if his ziyaarat is not made inspite of having the means. To miss the great honor of Ziyaarat and
offer excuses is being neglectful and careless. In view of certain ahaadith some ulama have said that t
intention made for the journey must be to visit the MasijidNabawi and not the grave of Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam)he consensus of the four Mazhabs is that is mustahab to visit the grave of
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe WassallamWe have alredy quoted Hazrat Mullah Ali Qaari Rah, reference
from authoritative Hanafi books at the outset of this chapter.

Hazrat Imaam Nawawi Rah, the famous Shafi'ee Imaam write s in his book on Haj: 'when Haj had bee
performed then with the intention of Ziyaadt Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallantpmb one should
proceed tdVladinah because of Rasulullg®allaho Alaihe Wassallangrave is from the important forms of
worship and is most rewardful.

The Maaliki mazhab mentions in 'Anwa@aati'aa’ that to sit the tomb of Nab{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam)

is a desirable sunnah, which is required and approved by the Shariat. It is very highly esteemed as a mean
gaining the nearness of Allah: Hazrat Qazi lyaaz Maaliki Rah, has written in the 'Shifa’ Highderat of

the tomb of RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallanig a unanimously accepted sunnah. Some Maaliki ulama
have said it is waajib. Qastalani Rah has quoted Hazrat Abu Imraan Faarsi Rah in 'Mawaahib' of holding th
opinion.

'‘Mughni' the famous diok of the Hanabla mazhab states it is mustahab to visit the tomb of Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallantf)ecause Hazrat Ibn Um#@RA) has related that Rasulullg$allaho Alaihe
Wassallam)aid: "The person who performs Haj then visits my grave, ishikeho has visited me during

my lifetime". In another hadith it is said: 'Whoever visits my grave, my intercession for him becomes
obligatory'. Hazrat Imaam Ahmg®&RA) has quoted this hadith of Rasulullé®allaho Alaihe Wassallanm)

which he has said: 'Wbever says salaam to me at my grave, | answer his salaam (salutation)'. lre‘Sharh
Kabeer' which is an authoritative book of the Hanbali mazhab it is written: 'When Haj has been performe
then it is mustahab that the tomb of Rasulul{@allaho Alaihe Wssallam)and the tombs of his two
companions (Hazrat Abu BakRA) and Hazrat Umar R.A) be visited. Thereafter the same ahaadith were
guoted as are quoted in the 'Mughni'.

In the famous Hanbali text 'Daleal Taalib' after the chapter on Haj it is sthté it is masnoon (sunnat) to

visit the tomb of RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallanand his two companions”. In 'Nailul Ma'aarib' which

is the commentary of the above work it is explained: 'obviously to visit these tombs it is mustahab to travel t
Madinah Because how will it be possible for a Haji to perform this Ziyaarat without travelliMatbnah
Similarly in the Hanbali kitaab 'Rowdhul Murabbaa' it is written: 'It is mustahab to visit the sacred tomb of
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangnd the tombs of his two companions, because it is related in the
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Hadith: "The person who performs Haj then visits my grave, is like he who has visited me during my life
time."

From the above it is clear that this matter has the consensus of the four InW@@Eyshaadith encouraging
this Ziyaarat are related from Rasululi@allaho Alaihe Wassallam)

Hadith Number One:

Hazrat Ibn Uma(RA) relates that Rasulullat®allaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: "Whosoever visits my grave,
my intercession becomes obligey for him." (BazaaDar-Qutni)

Hadith Number Two:

Hazrat Ibn Uma(RA) relates that Rasulullafsallaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: 'whosoever visits me and has
no other motive, has a right over me that | intercede on his behalf'. (Tabraani)

Who is thkere amongst us who does not require Rasulu{@hllaho Alaihe Wassallars) Shafaa'at
(intercession) on the fearful day of Qiyaamat. And how fortunate is that person for whom Rag8all&io

Alaihe Wassallamhas said that his Shafaa'at is obligatonyrmoe. Hazrat Allama Zargani Rah writes in
‘Sharhe Mawaahib' that this could mean a special intercession which would to be to raise him in rank, giv
him security on that frightful day or grant him entrance into Jannat without accounting for his deexus or gr
him entrance into Jannat without accounting for his deeds (hisaab). It could also mean that besides a gene
intercession he will have a special intercession Hazrat Ibn Hajar Makki Rah writes in the commentary o
'Manaasik of Nawawi' on the above hhdihat 'he has no other motive or intention' will mean that he has no
other intention that is not related to the Ziyaarat. Thus to perform [I'tikaaf in the Masjldbawi, or
perform increase Ibaadat there, or to make Ziyaarat of the Hazrat S¢R#&glvaill not be contradictory. In
explaining this our ulama have said that when the niyyat for Ziyaarat is made then the niyyat to visit the
Masjid-un-Nabawi should also be made. The author of 'Durre Mukhtaar' is the same opinion from amongs
the Hanafi ulama-However Hazrat Ibn Humaan Rah has written in view of this Hadith if it is the first journey
to Madinahthen the niyyat for visiting the grave only should be made. If a second opportunity arises then the
niyyat for both the grave and the masjid should laglen Hazrat Mullah Jaami Rah once undertook a journey
for Ziyaarat only. He did not include Haj in the same journey. Love for our Rasul@klaho Alaihe
Wassallam}purely warrants this.

Hadith Number Three:

Hazrat Ibn Umar R.A relates that Raswuhl{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: "Whosoever visits me after my
death is like he who had visited me during my life." (Tabr&arQutni)

It is stated in a Hadith in 'Mishkaat' that; 'The person who performs Haj then visits my grave, is like he whc
visited me during my lifetime'. The term 'is like he' does not mean that he becomes a Sahaabi, but becat
the Ambiyaa are alive in their gravese is like that person who comes to Rasulul8allaho Alaihe
Wassallam)during his life and greets him from the outside of his house. In this hadith it is stated that he
visits me after Haj. The ulama have different views about the visMadinah Munavwarah; whether it
should be before going tblakkah or after. Hazrat Ibn Hajar Rah has written that the opinion of most
Masha'ikh is that Haj should be performed first. The more acceptable view is that if there is sufficient time
before Haj, then the Ziysat should be made with comfort and ease before Haj, thereafter Haj could be
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performed without haste. It is possible that for some reason or the other after Haj theMasiirtahhas to
be called off. If the time before Haj is not sufficient for a Zngaahen it should be preformed after Haj.

Hazrat Mullah Ali Qari Rah has written that if the Haj is a fardh, then Haj should be made first, provided
MadinahMunawwarah is not on the route.Nfadinahis on the way then it will be treacherous to continue
without performing Ziyaarat. If it is a nafl Haj then it is optional to Wagdinahbefore or after Haj. It could

be better in this instance also to perform Haj, first, by which one is made paak (sins are forgiven) befor
visiting the paak tomb of Rasulah (Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam)

Hadith Number Four:

It is related by a person from the family of Khattab that Rasul#afiaho Alaihe Wassallansgid; "Who

ever undertakes a journey specially to visit my grave, will be my neighbor on the dayaafr@it; and who
ever lives inMadinah Munawwarah and bears with patience its hardships and trial, for him will | be a
witness and intercessor on the day of Qiyaamat; and, who ever dies in either of the Havkakiaan Or
Madinah will be raised on the dayf Qiyaamat with those who have been granted safi@gaihaqi)

The theme contained in this (viz: that who ever makes the intention to visit the($&lkiho Alaihe
Wassallam)n Madinah shall be his neighbor in the hereafter) has been containednarspother ahaadith.

It is however important that the intention should be solely the visiting of his grave. It should not be a journe)
with another aim, which takes oneMadinahwith Ziyaarat being just by the way. In Hadith number two we
have already upted similar points. As for the point raised above, about livinyladinahthis shall be
discussed in the following Hadith;

Hazrat Ibn UmarRA) relates that RasulullaBallaho Alaihe Wassallansaid: 'Whosoever performs Haj
and does not come to visite, has indeed acted unjustly and persecuted me.'

This seems like a strict warning. And why not? The great favors which R&all@ho Alaihe Wassallam)

had bestowed on this Ummat are of such a nature that a person who neglects to visit him otlypéaiigien

to do so in spite of having the means to do so, has treated him shabbily. Had it not been for the fact that sol
ulama of hadith had objected to the correctness and authenticity of this Hadith, Ziyaarat would have bee
waajib. Allama Qastalani wte in his book 'Mawddibul-Ladun niyya': 'Who ever in spite of wealth and
means does not perform Ziyaarat has indeed acted unjustly.’

Hadith Number Six:

Hazrat Anag(RA) reports that RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallanigft Makkahin such a Manner #t
everything inMakkah became enveloped in darkness; and when he enkéaeihah everything became
enlightened and he said: 'My home shall b&ledinahand there shall be my grave. It is a duty upon every
Muslim to visitMadinah'

Undoubtedly it is a diy on every Muslim to visit that Holy place. How fortunate indeed is that person who
has the great honor to resideMiadinahpermanently; that at all times he is able to gain this great blessing of
Ziyaarat and to perform this duty to his heart delighbu Daud)

Hadith Number Seven:
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Hazrat AnasgRA) reports that RasulullagBallaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: ‘who ever visits me Madinah
with the object of gaining spiritual reward, shall be in my company and for him shall | be an intercessor or
the dy of Qiyaamat.(Baihaqi)

We have already mentioned the contents of this Hadith under Hadith number four. Some people read tl
word 'Jawaari' with a dhamma, so that it now means that visitors tq 8kl@ho Alaihe Wassallanshall be
in his security; ppmise of safety and protection. What greater fortune can there be then this?'

Hadith Number Eight:

Hazrat Abbaag¢RA) reports that Rasulullatballaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: * Who ever performs his Haj in
Makkah then comes tMadinahwith the sole aim of visiting me in my mosque, for him shall be written the
rewards of two accepted Hajs.' (Dailaltiiaaf)

Two Hajs here means the reward for his Haj will be double.

Hadith Number Nine:

Hazrat Abu HurairdRA) reports that RasulullaiBallaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: ‘whenever anyone greets
me at my grave, Allah returns my soul to my body so that | reply his gree(iigséd)

In 'Sharhe-Manaasik’', Hazrat Ibn Hajar Rah writes that the meaning of the retuhe soul is that Allah
grants him the ability to speak. Hazrat Qazi lyaaz Rah writes that the soul of the Nabi remains absorbed
the presence of Allah and on being greeted inclines towards the greeting. (Baz1) The majority of ulama are
the opinion é&s Ibn Hajar, Allama Zurgani) that the meaning of the return of the soul is not that a body
without a soul has now been given one. Being after the death of the Raslatho Alaihe Wassallanthe

soul had already returned once and for all. Hence whaalachow happens is that the NdBiallaho Alaihe
Wassallamyeturns the greetings.

Hadith Number Ten:

It is reported that when a person stands at the grave of Ras(&eiddtho Alaihe Wassallanand recites the
verse:

Innallaha wa Maladkatahoo yu Salloona Alan Nabee, and then says seventy times: Sallallahu Alayka ya
Muhammad, an angel says: 'May Allah's blessings be on you too, and then Allah fulfills his every need
(Ash-shifa)

Hazrat Mullah Ali Qaari Rah is of the opinion that if in placéYa Muhammad', once says 'ya Rasulullah’ it
would be better. Qastalani reported a similar opinion from Hazrat Shaikh ZégmmdMaraghi Rah and
others. The reason for this is that we have been prohibited from calling on the Holy Nabi by his name. (se
Sharhi Mawaahib by Mullah Ali Qaari). However if in the Hadith quoted it says ya Muhammad, this should
be taken into consideration and it then does not remain prohibited. | personally feel that a visitor to the gra\
should at every visit recite seventy tisnavill complete humility: 'Assalaatu Wassalaanu Alaika ya
Rasulullah. This is best and better than to continue reciting in parrot fashion without understanding anythin
as s the custom.
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Zurgaani says that seventy times have been chosen because theisumirerlikely to lead to acceptance.
In the Qur'an Allah also mentioned the hypocrites in addressing thgS&l@ho Alaihe Wassallam)Even
though you should beg for forgiveness for them seventy times Allah will not forgive them.'

Hadith Number Ele ven:

Hazrat Abu HurairaliRA) reports that RasulullagBallaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: ‘when a person stands at

my grave reciting blessings on me, | hear it; and whoever calls for blessings on me in any other place, h
every need in this world and ingereafter becomes fulfilled. And on the day of Qiyaamat | shall be his
witness and intercession.' (Bayhaqi)

According to another hadith, Allah had appointed a special angel whose duty is to take the recited 'Durood"
the Nabi(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallainso that no matter where the Durood is being recited, it reaches him in
Madinah How much more virtues is it not if one should stand reciting the 'Durood' at the grave where the
Holy Nabi (Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangan directly hear it personally. And Wwanuch more fortunate are
those people who live iMadinahand whose greetings Rasulullé@®allaho Alaihe Wassallanhears at all

times without any go between. Hazrat Sulaiman bin Sahim Rah says: 'l once saw the Rasool of Allah in r
dream and inquired dfim: "O Messenger of Allah, are you aware of when people came before your grave to
recite Durood (salawaat) on you?" Rasulul8hallaho Alaihe Wassallamgplied: "Yes, | am quite aware of

it and | reply to their greetings." (Ithaaf)

Hadith Number Twelv e:

Hazrat Abu HurairdRA) reports that RasulullagBallaho Alaihe Wassallansgid: "It is not permissible that
a journey should be undertaken towards any mosque except one of the following three: thaulMasjid
Haraam, Masjiell-Agsaa and this Masjid of mine." (Mishkaat)

In this hadith one is prohibited from undertaking a jourfugyisiting any mosque any of the three. For this
reason some ulama stated that one is not allowed undertaking a journey to visit the grave of Rasululle
(Sallaho Alaihe WassallamYhey even go so far as to state that one should Mesitinahonly with the
intention of visiting the mosque, not the grave. If after visiting the mosque, they do visit the grave of the Nab
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamit is not prohibited. According to the vast majority of ulama, that is not the
meaning of this Hadith. This ddlith in fact means that apart from the three mosques, a journey may not be
undertaken to visit any other mosque because whereas mosques are of great importance and significar
other mosques do not have any special significance. (see hadith No. 6 ier ghaprhe view of these
learned scholars is substantiated by this same Hadith as reported in some versions thereof that to no ot
mosques other than these three may one undertake a journey.

Hence it is prohibited to visit a certain town specificatlyorder to visit the mosque as is the custom these
days when from all over e.g. Bombay, Calcutta etc. people come to Delhi to perform the last Jum'aa c
Ramdhaan in the Delhi Jum'aa Masjid. This is a mere waste of money. Hazrat Imaam Ghazaali Rah sa
"Some ulama, had prohibited the Ziyaarat of the graves of sahaaba and ulama because of this hadith, e
though the RasodSallaho Alaihe Wassallam3 reported to have said: "Previously | prohibited you from
visiting the graves. Now | permit you to do 8sit then graves." The hadith under discussion points out that
all mosques (apart from the three mentioned) are equal in virtue. Not one of them have anything speci
lifting it above the rest, and thus giving rise to their being specially visited. Akdaraves of the holy ones
and blessings derived there this is a matter apart from that. | now ask: 'is it then also prohibited to visit th
graves of the Prophets? No. And as the visiting of the graves of the Prophets cannot be prohibited, so a
visiting of the graves of the saints too cannot be prohibited.
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Now, there is another point. The ulama are not agreed as to whether it is permissible to undertake a journ
to the graves of saints. However, there is no doubt that apart from travelling tonibegpees, many other
journeys too are permissible and in fact compulsory e.g. traveling for Jihaad, traveling in search o
knowledge, traveling on Hijrat, business journeys etc. Hence everyone must come to the conclusion that t
Hadith does not set out prohibit all journeys except towards three masjids.

Hazrat Allama Qastalaani Rah tells the following story: Hazrat 'Shaikh Watigad Iraaqui Rah says: "My
father Hazrat Zain Iraagi and Shaikh Abdur Rahman bin Rajab Hanbali Rah once went on atuisiey

the grave of Hazrat Nabi Ibrahim A.S., when they approached the city, Ibn Rajab thought within himself anc
said: "I have made the niyyat to perform two rak'aats salaat in the masjid of Khalil (hazrat Ibrahim A.S) sc
that the niyyat may not be thetame solely to visit the grave.” Zain Iraaqi replied: "In that case you have
definitely acted not in accordance with the saying of Rasul(8ahaho Alaihe Wassallambecause he said

one should not travel in order to visit a masjid other than onleeofhree masjids and now you have made
the intention to visit a fourth. As for myself, | have done as he commanded for he said: "visit the graves an
no where did he say one should only visit the graves of Prophets. Hence | have done as (8allslabi
Alaihe Wassallamyvishes". (Zurgaani)

The Sahaaba and the Taabi'een have practically illustrated that it is permissible to undertake a journey to vi
the sacred tomb of RasulullgBallaho Alaihe Wassallanr) Madinah

1) Hazrat Allama Subki Rah write®Reliable sources have related how Hazrat B{lR&) used to travel
from Syria to visit the grave of Rasulull#Ballaho Alaihe WassallamPDnce after the conquest of
Damascus, he begged of Hazrat Khalifa Uikak) to allow him to reside there, which HattUmar
(RA) granted. He then remained there and married there until he once saw Raéfall&Eto Alaihe
Wassallamjn his dream saying to him: "O Bilaal, how unfaithful; does the time not dawn for you to
visit me occasionally?"

Immediately after serg this dream Hazrat BilagRA) woke up greatly distressed ad frightened. In
quick time he traveled by camel kdadinah Hazrat HasartRA) and Hazrat Husai(RA) came to
know of his presence and begged of him to recite the Azaan. Seeing them madgRAazvatry
happy and he recited the Azaan. When the peophMadiinahheard him, men, women and children
came out of their houses crying and sobbing, for Hazrat BiRa) had brought back to memory the
days of Rasulullai{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamgmong hem. In this we see Hazrat Bila@iRA)
traveling from Syria tdVMladinahfor the sole purpose of visiting Nafallaho Alaihe Wassallars)
grave.

2) In 'Shifaul-Asgaam' we read that from numerous sources it is reported that Hazrat Umar bin Abdul
Aziz (RA) usd to dispatch a man on camelNtadinahon various occasions just to greet Nabi
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanan his behalf.

3) When Hazrat UmafRA) visited Baitul Maqdis he was very pleased at the conversation to Islam to a
Jewish scholar, Kaab Ahbaar. Heetbupon invited him to accompany himN@adinahto visit the
grave of RasulullaiSallaho Alaihe Wassallamyhich he did.

4) Once a Taabi'ee, Muhammad bin Ubaidullah bin amr Al Atabi visited the grave of Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanm) Madinah After the greeting at the grave he sat down in one part of the
mosque and saw a person, appearing to be a desert Arab saying: "O you most honored of &
Messengers; Allah had revealed to you the verse: 'And if when they had wronged themselves, the
had come tgou asked forgiveness of sins from Allah; and the Messenger had asked forgiveness fol
them; they would have found Allah Forgiving, Merciful. (Ni€®)

then this person cried bitterly and read a poem
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O Thou whom that very earth became honored;
May mylife be a sacrifice for that grave?
Wherein thou dwellest,

For therein lies virtue and therein lies generosity and goodness.

After this he begged for forgiveness and departed. Muhammad al Atabi says further: thereafter, | fel
asleep on that spot and in a vision | saw the Messenger of Allah. He said to me: 'Go and find the
person and tell him, that through my intercession Alles forgiven him.' (shifal-Asgam,
Mawaahib). The poem above is mentioned by several writers. Hazrat Imaam Nawawi in his book
'‘Manaasik' added another couplet:

Thou art the intercessor, whose intercession is desired,

On that bridge when feet are stoeslip;

As for your two companions, them shall | never forget,
Salaam to you dear Rasulullah for as long as pens can write.
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Chapter 9: The Aadaab for the Ziyaarat (The Manner of Performing The Ziyaarat)

In almost all the booklets printed on the jgab of Haj, whether in Urdu, Arabic or Persian, a chapter has
been included which deals with the proper manner to perform Ziyaarat. In fact the Ulama have mentioned
one of the main proofs for the need of Ziyaarat, the fact that whenever anyone wHatehenalso included

at least a chapter on the visit to the tomb of Rasul(8allaho Alaihe Wassallam)

Ishaaqg bin Ibrahim Fagih wrote: "It has always been the custom of the Hajis that when they perform Ha
they also proceed tdladinahso as to vis the tomb of the RasyBallaho Alaihe Wassallamdo be blessed
thereby and visiting the Mosque, the Prophet's Mimbar, his resting place and the places where he dwelt".

Hazrat Mullah Ali Quari Rah, dealing with the above goes on to say. But inglthiei intention (niyyat) to

go Madinahshould be to visit the Mosque of the Prop(fallaho Alaihe Wassallangnd all other places
should be considered of somewhat less importance. Who can deny that since the time of the Sahac
thousands of Hajis visigraves of the companions annually? Very few are those who for some excuse or
other perform Haj and do not go ktadinah It is true that these people go to visit the Mosque and not the
Prophet(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallars)tomb, then surely at least oncetkeof them or one twentieth of them
would definitely visit Jerusalem as well, so that they would at least have visited all these Holy cities, all thre
Holy Mosques, irMakkah Madinahand the Masjiell-Agsa.

In chapter eight we already mentioned themgeof all four Imams on the issue of Ziyaarat, from which we
could deduce that they are all agreed that Ziyaarat is mustahab. In the Hambali kitaab-Daadiblut is

said that Ziyaarat is sunnat, whereas Salaah in the Mosdu&difiahis considered nmatahab.

In mot other books, the manner of Ziyaarat, its proper etiquette, the words to recite have already been note
In the following lines we intend mentioning only some of the points to bear in mind. This should actually not
be necessary, as:

‘Thelove that is borne for him;
Itself should teach respectful honor for him."

1) The ulama disagrees as to whether Ziyaarat should precede Haj or vice versa. (See chapter eig
hadith three)
2) When intending to travel thladinah what niyyat should be made?

Because of Hadith No.12, in chapter eight, some are of the opinion that one should have the niyyat ¢
visiting the tomb of the Prophé&Ballaho Alaihe Wassallanas well as the masjid iMadinah However,
Hazrat Shaikh Ibon Humaam Rah, wrote in Fat'hulégad'In my humble opinion the intention should be
only to visit the Rasu(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallars)grave, because that indicates honor to Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamand in doing so that Hadith is also acted upon wherein the Holy Prophet
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallarmgaid: "Whoever comes as a visitor to me with nothing else prompting him
except to visit me; for him shall | surely be an intercessor."

If however, Allah grants a second visit, then at that time the niyyat should be to vigiavkeag well as
the Masjid.

Hazrat Maulana Gangohi Rah, also favored this view. In his book 'Zabdatul Manaasik' he wrote: "Or
intending a visit toMadinah the niyyat should be solely to visit the Holy Sculpture of the Prophet
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangp that obedience will have been shown to the Hadith which includes: with
nothing else prompting him except to visit me."
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3) No matter which niyyat is made fdadinah let it be so that this journey should be exclusively for
Allah's pleasure. There shoutdt be any glimpse of Riya, no show, no exhibition, no pride, neither
should there be any aim of traveling for the sake of touring or sight seeing, and nor should their b
any aim of attaining any material benefit. Otherwise there exists the dangedsflameg nullified.

One should not go thladinahmerely because of the fear of the taunts of friends and people who may
accuse one that he neglected to perform Ziyaarat out of stinginess.

4) Hazrat Mullah Ali Quari Rah wrote in his book Shar'hul Lubaab: ith ghat a person's niyyat is
sincere, is the fact that, neither does he discard any of his obligatory duties, nor any of the sunnat
Otherwise on this journey, apart from having spent of his resources and undergone hardships, t
gains nothing; and repeice to Allah becomes binding."

In my humble opinion, one should take special precautions on this journey not to neglect any Sunn:e
action, even though sunnats are normally considered of lesser importance while on a journey. Thouc
being on a journey allvs certain sunnat acts to be taken more lightly; one should on this journey to
Madinah endeavor to diligently follow the footsteps of RasululiBallaho Alaihe Wassallam)
whereby this journey is elevated in spirit.

5) A special effort must be made to tecBalawaat (Durood) abundantly, and with complete sincerity
and faith. All the learned ulama had greatly emphasized this point. The more Salawaat (Durood) i
recited, the better. Besides the compulsory duties and necessities of life most time shoeitd ive sp
reciting Salawaat (Durood). Hazrat Mullah Ali Quari Rah even goes so far as to say that all time tha
remains after having seen to necessities of life and obligatory duties, should be utilized for the
recitation of Salawaat (Durood), because theamame applies oneself to any righteous act, the
greater is the reward.

Hazrat Hafiz Ibn Hajar Rah writes in his commentary on the Manadéilaj of Imaam Nawawi, that

on this journey the abundant recitation of Salawaat (Durood) is the most virtuolssibeven more
virtuous than recitation of the Qur'aan, or is it equal in virtue? The answer lies in the fact that at al
those times where Salawaat (Durood) is specially called for, it is more in reward as on the night o
Jamu'ah the eve preceding ¢hday of Friday. Here it is more rewardful. Now similarly on this
journey Salawaat (Durood) is special sunnat of the time and thus more virtuous than even tilaawaat ¢
the Qur'aan.

According to the ulama, wherever Zikr in general is mentioned, Tilaawztter, but wherever any
special form of Zikr is called for that special form is more virtuous. In{diblaseen, Hazrat Allama
Jazari Rah states: "The best form of Zikr is recitation of the Qur'aan except where any other form i
stipulated.” Commentingn this Hazrat Maulana Abdul Hayy states: "For example; a prescribed
Tasbeeh is supposed to be recited in Ruku and Sajdah. If in those two places the Qur'aan is bei
recited it is considered Makrooh."

6) Travel with great enthusiasm and excitement and aseréhe yearning, &dadinahbecomes nearer.
"As the hour of meeting dawns true to a promise; the fire of longing increases its intensity." In order
to intensify that enthusiasm, one should recite poems in praise of the P(SpHaho Alaihe
Wassallam)If a biography of the ProphéBallaho Alaihe Wassallamis available; read it or have it
read for others to listen to, so that in the circles of travelers, the life of Rasybdfdho Alaihe
Wassallam)is discussed and all thoughts are focussed on ko much so that when the day of
enteringMadinahis near, then longing should be at its greatest.

7) When along the way you pass any places or mosques about which it is known that Rasulullal
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanox his companions had rested or phyleen stop there to pray, offering
nafl (voluntary) prayers or keep busy with Salawaat (Durood) or Tilaawat. Similarly when passing
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8)

9

any wells, do drink of the waters for the sake of gaining blessings. Some of these wells are mentione
in chapter ten.

In Mu'allimul Hajjaaj and Ziyaaratul Haramain some of these places are mentioned. Do find out
where these places are situated. (Read these two books well. They are very beneficial.)

Among these places there is one special one called Muar'ras, whitthatedinear ZhtHulaifa on

the outskirts ofMadinah Here one should definitely perform Salaah. According to the Shafis it is
Sunnatul-Mu'akkdah, i.e. a greatly emphasized sunnat to do so. Some ulama even mention it to b
Waajib. (See Manaasikul Haj ofaMawi)

When nearindMadinahenthusiasm and excitement should be at its climax. Salawaat (Durood) should
be repeatedly recited. If one is on the back of some riding horse or camel, an effort should be made
ride it faster. It is reported that whenevee Rasul Allah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanmgturned from

some journey and approachdddinahhe drove his camel faster. (Over the last stretch).

"How great the yearning on that day; as nearer comes the lover, to the beloved's tent."

Finally the eyes willfall on the walls ofMadinah Then when the orchard dadinahcomes into

sight as happens when passing Bi'r Ali, it is best to descend from your vehicle and to procee
barefoot towards the city while tears flow in unrestrained manner from the eyes, landaba
(Durood) comes from the lips.

"And when into sight there appeared;

The precincts, of the town of him,

Who left not with us; the heart,

Nor the mind to realize the same,

From our mounts we descended;

Proceeding respectfully afoot,

For far inceed it be that;

From his honor on horse back we approach him"

It used to be the custom of the former kings and rulers that they always used to proceed on foot frol
Zhul-Hulaifa, which lies at a distance of ten kilometers (six miles), fkbaalinah And why not? If

from that spot one should proceed with our heads on the ground then too it would not be sufficient i
honor of him.

"And though | come to you walking with my eyes,

Then too | have not done my duty in proper.

And which duty, Sire;

Have | inceed performed with diligence?"

"And when the resting place of our beloved, we beheld at Tiebah;

Our love for him flared beyond bounds;

And when the dust of Tiebah to our eyes we applied;

Gone was our sickness ne'er again to return.” (Allahumma SaBallem Alaihi)

10) When final entrance tMadinahis imminent together with Salawaat (Durood) this duaa should be

recited:
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"O Allah, verily this is the bounty of Thy Nabballaho Alaihe Wassallaml.et it b e for me a means

of refuge from the fire of hella refuge from punishment and a refuge against the trials of the
reckoning.”

Pray then for the attainment of the blessings of the Holy City, and for the guidance to uphold the
sanctity ofMadinah while also praying for help to avoid any undesirable.acts

11) Before entering the Holy City the visitor should cleanse himself by means of a bath (Ghusl). If
however it is not possible, this should be done after entrance, but in any case before visiting th
Mosque. When ghusl cannot be preformed, then at leashinaitbuld be made.

Having bathed, one's best clothes should be worn, sweet smelling itr should be applied and suc
should one appear, as is normally the case on the days of Eid. With great humility and the utmos
humbleness yet in fullignified mannerlisould be the procession to the Haram.

It should report that a deputation from the tribe of Abdul Qais once came to visit the Holy Messengei
of Allah in Madinah On enteringMadinah they saw the Ras\{Ballaho Alaihe Wassallangnd at

once their joy, plasure and excitement knew no bounds. They jumped from their camels and ran in
his direction to meet him. Among them was their leader Munzir bin Aa'iz who was also called the
Shaikh of Abdul Qais, he did not follow them. Instead he led their camels taeshliegplace,
gathered all their goods ad placed everything under care. Thereafter he bathed himself, put on his ne
clothes and slowly proceeded in the direction of the Mosque in dignity and humility. First on entering
the mosque he performed two rak'adthiyatul Masjid salaah, lifted his hands in prayer to Allah and
then presented himself before the N&Ballaho Alaihe Wassallam)The Nabi(Sallaho Alaihe
Wassallam)greatly approved this action of his and said to him: "there are two characteristias in yo
which are most beloved to Allah; Your Humbleness and your dignity."

12) According to some ulama it has been noted as one of the aadaab to give substance in charity at a til
like this; especially before entering the mosque. Hazrat lbn Hajar Rah saysuitniat 40 give
sadagah even though it is a small amount; and the recipients should best be of the poor inhabitants
Madinah However if there are more needy ones among people who are not Medinites then the)
should be preferred. In my humble opinion thelentying idea in giving charity at a time like this is
most probably due to the Qur'anic verse:

"O You who believe! When you consult the Prophet in private; spend something in charity before
your private consultation. That will be best for you, and reostlucive to purity. But if you find not,
Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful."

Originally this charity was compulsory. Thereafter the compulsory nature of the order was abrogatec
by the verse following it. Hazrat A(RA) says: "l was the very firgine to act according to this verse.
When this verse was revealed | had in my possession one dinaar. | changed it into dirhams. Wheney
| conversed with Rasulullatballaho Alaihe Wassallaml) gave one dirham in charity. Thereafter this
command was abrotgl."”

13) EnteringMadinahthe visitor should recite the prescribed prayers for this occasion and enter with
humbleness and humility. In the heart should be the sorrow of not having been able to visit the Rasl
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanefore this moment;he sorrow of not having been able to visit him
during his worldly life; the hope of meeting him in the hereafter while fearing the worst. The mind
should realize that entrance is about to be made to the dignified presence of a very great personali
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His high position, his honor, his exalted eminence should at all times be borne in mind with salawaa
flowing from the lips.

149 When the green dome of the mosque comes into sight, remember the(Sédlbho Alaihe
Wassallamyank of honor and exalted position. Let the mind remember that underneath that Dome
lies buried he who is more exalted than any other being, the sire among the Prophets; he who is mo
exalted then even the angels. His grave is more exalted than arof izt earth and the portion
adjacent to his Holy body is even more exalted than the Ka'bah itself; more even than the thron
(arsh), the kursi; even more than any other place in heaven and on earth. (Lubbab)

15) Having entered the city proceed straight te thosque. (When you have women with you or good s
then it is a different case). The ulama have stated that one should first of all visit the mosque. Infac
this was the practice of the Ngldallaho Alaihe Wassallanmimself that whenever he returned from
a journey e first descended at the mosque.

16) As for women, when they entddadinahby day it is best that they walit till the darkness before
performing Ziyaarat, because for them it is necessary to follow all those things at all times that are
stipulated under Pardah.

17) Enter the mosque with all the aadaab of entering a masjid. Entaiitfisthe right foot, then the left.
Recite the stipulated duaa. (Allahummah tahli Abwaaba Rahmatik) and make the niyyat of I'tikaaf. If
one make s niyyat of I'tikaaf on entering any mosque, reward is granted for the mere presence in tt
mosque. Thereforene should always do so.

18) It is best to enter through the door called Baab Jibra'il because th¢Sd#laho Alaihe Wassallam)
himself always preferred entering through that door. The quarters of his wives were probably situate
on that side (Sharh Marsik of Nawawi). However it is not compulsory that one should enter from
this door. Any other may be used. (Sharah Lubaab)

19) Retain all humility and humbleness when inside the mosque. Keep the attention away from all the
internal decorations of the mosquseif. Keep the mind away from the architecture, the adornments
of the carpets, pillars, chandeliers, etc. proceed with dignity, with eyes cast down and go forwarc
respectfully, while avoiding any disrespectful action and any indifference which may beeaafau
great loss.

20) Having now entered the mosque, endeavor to reach the Rauldannat. It is that portion which
lies between the Holy Tomb and the Mimbar and is called Rowdah because th{&abio Alaihe
Wassallam)s reported to have said: "Betweely grave and my mimbar lies one of the gardens of
paradise.” When one enters from Baab Jibra'il it is best to proceed behind the grave straight to tr
Rowdha (garden), so that one need not pass in front of the grave without having recited the greetings

21) Perform salaah of Tahiyyatul Masjid (2 Rak'ahs) in the Rowdha. This is the correct thing to do before
reciting the salaam to the Rag8allaho Alaihe WassallamThis is a right due to Allah, and comes
before the right due to the Raq#allaho Alaihe Wsasallam) Then we already saw under NO. 11
above how Hazrat Shaikh Abdul Qais Rah first recited these before coming to meet the Rasu
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam)

Hazrat Jaabi(RA) reports: "I once returned from a journey and came to meet the (Saltého
Alaihe Wassallamyvho was at that time in the mosque. The N&aillaho Alaihe Wassallanasked
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me: "Have you performed Tahiyyatul Masjid prayer?” | replied: "No". The Nahllaho Alaihe
Wassallam}yaid: "First perform Tahiyyatul Masjid prayers andriicome to me."

22)In the first rak'ah of this salaah recite Surat Al Kaafiroon (Qul yaa Ayyuhal Kafiroon) and in the
second rak'ah recite Surat lkhlaas (Qul huwallahu Ahad). In the first Surat we read a complete deni:
of any form of shirk (associating amytg with Allah) and in the second we read a complete
affirmation of Allah's oneness."

23) The ulama say it is best to stand for prayer in that part of the Rowdha where tli{€alahio Alaihe
Wassallamlused to stand in prayer. In Zubda this spot is mairkélais manner: "With the mimbar in
line with your right shoulder and the pillar with the casket in front of you". Hazrat Imaam Ghazaali
Rah has also described the spot similarly. Hazrat Ibn Hajar Rah writes in 'Shar'h Manaasik' that th
casket was burntnd in its place a mehraab was built. This is the mehraab that is known as Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallars)mehraab today. Most of the ulama have mentioned that it is preferable
to perform your Tahiyyatul Masjid salaah at this place. During theyeae stay inMadinah
Munawwarah the humble writer did not have the courage to stand on this spot once. If it is nof
possible to perform salaah at this spot then any place in the Rowdha could be chosen.

24) Now having performed this salaah, give thanks to Alahthe great favor granted and beg of Him
that He accept the Haj and Ziyaarat. You may perform the S§iakr (thanksyiving sujood) or
Salaat ash Shukr. Many ulama have said that one should perform the-Sajdkah (N.B. it is a
known fact that accding to the Hanafis one does not perform a single sajdah only. When Sajdah
Shukr is mentioned it means nafl salaah in fact. However here the Hanafis too have said it i
permissible to perform sujood only. (See Sharh Lubbab). As for the Shafis's, thetysagoeg on its
own but at a place like this in the Roweliney do not call for sujoedhukr. (see shar'h Manaasik)

25) It may happen that Fardh salaah may be about to be performed or in the process of being perform
when you enter the mosque. When that leagp do not perform Tahiyyatul Masijid, join the fardh
salaah and also make niyyat for the Tahiyyatul Masjid, so that reward for both is attained. Similarly
when you enter at a time when it is makrooh to perform any nafl salaah. As for example after Asr
then too no Tahiyyatul Masjid salaah should be performed.

26) After salaah walk towards the grave while keeping the heart and mind clear of evil thought and al
thought centered on the exalted personage of the R8allaho Alaihe Wassallam)rhe ulama
inform us that the heart of a person cannot become influenced and affected with the blessings of th
Holy Place, when that heart is not free from evil thoughts, desires and passions. On the contrary su
hearts which are worldly inclined anégsdonnected with the hereafter are in dire peril that the anger
of the Rasul(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangome on them and on the day of Qiyaamah he may turn
away from them. May Allah with His mercy save us from that. For this reason it is required tlyat ever
visitor to the grave of Rasulullafsallaho Alaihe Wassallangt hat moment keep his mind free of
any worldly inclinations as much as possible while at the same time keeping alive the great hope fc
Allah's Infinite and Perfect Grace. Every visitor slibaast his attention to the Ngl@allaho Alaihe
Wassallamvho is the 'Mercy to all' and present himself before the KBdliaho Alaihe Wassallam)
and through his wasselah, beg Allah's mercy and forgiveness (Sharh Lubaab)

27) When visiting any grave, thegpeectful manner is to approach the grave from the side where the feet

rest, so that if Allah should grant the inmate of the grave sight of the visitor, it is easier for him to see
the visitor. It is clear that when any person is buried facing the Qilitg, & his right side his eyes
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are inevitably cast towards his feet. Thus when anyone approaches him from the side where the he
is at rest, he has difficulty in seeing the visitor (Fathul Qadeer)

In view of the above some ulama have stated (see Shankdik) that the visitor to the Holy Grave

of Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanshould approach from the feet end. Mawahib, however, the
author is of the opinion that one should approach from the Qibla side facing the front of Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaile Wassallam)but it is still better if the approach is from the direction of the éeelt of

the grave.

Some other ulama prefers that the approach should be from the head side, because Tahiyyatul Mas
salaah will first have been performed in the Rowdhhe Rowdha is situated at the head of the

grave and if anyone comes from there, should from the feet end, he will have to go right around th
grave on the north side, which will be almost similar to making a tawaatf of the grave, and performing
tawad around any grave is prohibited.

For this reason, in spite of what has been said above, these ulama prefer the visitor to come from tl
Rowdha, to the Rasyballaho Alaihe Wassallanfilom the head side. However, they too are agreed
that under normal mumstances the visitor to the grave should prefer the feet side approach.

28) When facing the grave, stand with the back towards the Qibla, about two paces away from the corne
pillar that is on the wall at the head side, turning slightly to the right dothikaface is exactly
opposite the Holy Countenance of Rasulu(i@hllaho Alaihe WassallanfZubdah)

According to the author of Ithaaf, this pillar now lies inside the brass screen HazratAluari
Rah says one should sand facing the silver pagdgfathe brass screen. (Sharh Lubaab)

29) Stand about three or four paces away from the screen wall of the enclosure. Respect demands that «
should not come nearer, that the eyes be cast down, that one should not look around from side to sic
and that ae stands still, while bearing in mind that now | stand facing the blessed presence of the
Messenger of Allah and the man of the most exalted rank, is aware of my presence. Hazrat Ib
Ameerul Haaj Rah writes in his book 'Madkhal': "With utmost respecthandglity more than can
ever be written here should one stand in this auspicious spot because there one stands before the c
intercessor whose intercession is sure to be accepted by Allah. Whoever intended visiting his hom
reaches his desires, aims amdoever had presented himself to the door of his house will not return
from there disappointed. Whoever prayed to Allah through his waseelah, has his prayer answere
Whoever asks, receives. These things are proved by the experience of man. For thiheeasoa
respectful and humble one appears in his presence, the better it is for oneself. Indeed one should he
the idea in mind that: "Here | stand in his presence as if he is still alive, because as for the knowledg
of the position and condition of hiUmmat and their intentions are concerned, Rasulg8alaho
Alaihe Wassallamknows of it now in death as he knew about the Ummat in his lifetime." (Madkhal
vol.1)

30) Standing there, recite salaam to the R4Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamords for this daam have
been compiled in many Hguide books. The former elders of Islam used various combinations of
salaam and may had various ways of greeting the (&tliaho Alaihe Wassallamjhereby pouring
out their hearts to him. So it should be, if love addration fills that heart.

"Sire, when in thousands the lips of thousands sing the praise;

From thy side one blessed silence answers all."
Some others again could only utter a few words of greetings.
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"Where my silence can convey the exceeding low fills this overflowing heart, let silence
prevail."

Hazrat Mulla Ali Qari Rah reports that some elders like Hazrat Ibn YRW) used to recite only:
'‘Assalamu Alayka Ayuhan Nabiyu Wa rahmatullahi Wa barakaatuh.' 'Salam to you O Nabi of
Allah and an you Allah’'s Mercies and blessings.'

Others again preferred a much longer form of salutation. If we look at Hadith literature, then there toc
we find numerous forms of salawaat, in various lengths and styles. This tends to indicate the
correctness of the practice of the ulama. Maulana H&aahid Ahmad Gangohi Rah written the
words of salutation to be recited to the Néballaho Alaihe Wassallamrote further: "As much as

you desire, may you add to these words, bearing in mind that the words should convey respect ar
honor." (zubdah)

Hazrat Imaam Nawawi Rah, who wrote a lengthy salutation, nifteceafter that Hazrat lbn Umar
(RA) only used to say:

"Assalamu Alayka Ya Rasulullha."
"Assalamu Alayka Ya Abaa Bakr."
"Assalamu Alayka Ya Abataah (O my father.)"

In the humble opinion ofhie author of these lines, when a person understands the meaning of the
Arabic salutations he recites ad it flows from his lips with ecstatic pleasure; it is not wrong for him to
continue in a lengthy manner.

However, where the translation is not knowl &o pleasure felt it is perhaps best that one does not
continue reading lengthily in parrot fashion. In such cases it would be more appropriate to stand in .
dignified manner and a heart filled with ecstatic love, reciting salawaat quietly and slowly

"Assalatu Wassalaamu Alayka Ya Rasulullah.”

One should continue reciting these words stopping for a few moments before repeating the sam
(N.B. In the previous chapter refer to Hadith number 10 about reciting salawaat seventy times.)

31) Let it be noted thatvery care be taken that at the time of reciting salaam, no noise, shouting and louc
voices be heard. The voice should be raised only sufficiently to reach inside the room. Hazrat Mull
Ali Qari Rah says: "The voice should not be unduly raised neithanlyhavered. Choose a tone
between these two extremes. Let the heart be mindful of what is being read and be ashamed befc
the RasulSallaho Alaihe Wassallanidr the wrong acts committed. It is related in a Hadith in the
Bukhari Shareef: "Hazrat SaafRA) reports that he was in the mosqueMadinahwhen someone
threw a small stone at him. Looking around he saw Hazrat (lR#grwho indicated him to come to
him. He went and Hazrat Um@RA) said: "Please bring those two people to-thhese two talking
ove there." Hazrat SaaifRA) brought them. Hazrat UmafRA) asked them where they were from
and they said: 'From Taif." Hazrat Un{&A) said: "You two are conversing with each other in loudly
raised voices. If you had been inhabitants of this city, | would have punished you." Muhammad bin
Maslama(RA) says: "NO one is allowed to raise hi voice in speech in this Mosque." (Sharhi shifa).
The story about Sayyidna Hazrat Un{RA) as just quoted is reported by various writers. In some of
the reports Hazrat UmgRA) is supposed to have added: "I would have beat them with lashes
causing immense pain (for conversing loudly)." However, beingqigra to the city and being
unaware of what is right and wrong, he excused them.
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Whenever Hazrat Aa'ish®A) used to hear any noise near the grave, she sent someone to beg then
to be quite and to bear in mind the fact that those things disturb the EGadladho Alaihe
Wassallam)

Hazrat Ali (RA) required a door to be made for his house. He asked the carpenter to kindly go anc
construct it at Bagi, so that the noise of constructing it does not reach the(Baltatho Alaihe
Wassallam)

In Mawahib Harat Allama Qastalani Rah writes: "The same respect should be shown to the Rasu
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallana this time as would have been shown to him in his lifetime, because he
is indeed alive in his grave." (Sharh Mawaahib)

Allah specially instructs in this direction in the Qur'aan when he says in Surah Hujuraat:
'O You who believe, Raise not your voices above the voice of the Nabi, nor speak aloud to him ir
talk, as you speak aloud to one another, lest your deeds becanamgiaiou perceive not.'

Hazrat Imaam BukharfRA) relates regarding this verse that once in the presence of Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallana) discussion took place between Hazrat Abu BBKy) and Hazrat Umar

(RA) where these two had a differenmieopinion. The conversation led to raised voices, whereupon
this verse was revealed. When Allah warns the likes of Hazrat Abu(Bajrand Hazrat UmafRA)

with such stern words, how much should we not fear that punishment? In another Hadith ihiatsaid t
Hazrat Umar(RA) became so affected by this that thereafter he lowered his voice so much that
whenever he spoke he had to be asked to repeat hi words. Hazrat Abu Bakr R.A said: "O Rasululle
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamlrrom now | shall address you dd am talking to you about something
secret.” It is reported that Hazrat Thabit bin Qais Rah used to have a naturally loud voice. Since th
above verse was revealed he became immensely sad and distressed saying: "l shall enter Jahanr
for | always speakoudly.” Thereafter he confined himself to his house not setting foot from there. A
few days later the Nal{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallajmpn missing him, inquired about him and was
informed of what happened. The NgBiallaho Alaihe Wassallantonsoled him ad gave him the

glad tiding of his being one of the inmates of Jannah. (Durre Mansoor)

So whoever visits the grave of the Ragballaho Alaihe Wassallanshould take great precaution
against making noise there.

32) After greeting the Nab(Sallaho Alaihe Viissallam) pray to Allah through the name of the Rasul
(Sallaho Alaihe WassallampBeg the intercession of the Rag8kllaho Alaihe WassallamMany
learned ones consider it prohibited to accept waseelah. But the majority accepts it. In 'Mughni’, whicl
is an authentic book of Hambali figh, we have the following duaa to be recited together with the
salutation at the grave of the N¢Ballaho Alaihe Wassallam)

"O Allah, Your word is the truth, and You did say: 'And O Muhammad when they having been unjust
to their ownselves, come to you and seek Allah's forgiveness, and the Rasul begs forgiveness f
them, then surely they will find Allah oft Forgiving, Merciful." And now have | come to you O Rasul
seeking forgiveness for my sins, seeking your intercessiany behalf in the presence of Allah; and

| ask You O Allah to grant me these, and to grant me forgiveness in a similar manner as You ha
granted to them who came to the Rasul in his lifetime."”

The same words are also reported in Sharah Kabeer andhirinese books we have the story of
Atabi reported in the previous chapter.
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Once the Hazrat Khalifa Manso@RA) asked Hazrat Imaam Malik Rah: "When saying a prayer at
the grave of RasulullaliSallaho Alaihe Wassallamghould one face the Nal§Sallaho Aaihe
Wassallampr towards the Qibla?" Imam Malik reported: "How can you possibly turn your face away
from him when he is your medium (waseelah) and also the waseelah of your father Hazrat Adam A.S
Turn your face to him and beg his intercession on y@lrali because Allah accepts his plea for
you."

Hazrat Allama Zurgani Rah says that the story already quoted has been reported by Hazrat Qa
Ayaaz Rah through very authentic sources, which it is wrong to deny. In his Mawaahib Hazrat
Allama Qastalani Ral(Shafii) says: "The visitor to the grave of RasululléBallaho Alaihe
Wassallam)should pray a lot to Allah through the waseelah of Rasulu{allaho Alaihe
Wassallam)and should beg his intercession because the personality of Ras(&dl&#ho Alaihe
Wassallam)s such that when through him intercession is sought Allah accepts.

The same thoughts as above are mentioned by Hazrat Allama Khalil Maliki Rah as reported by
Hazrat Allama Zurgani Rah. In Hazrat Fathul Qadeer Ibn Humaam Rah says: "Aftansdla
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanmake duaa to Allah through the waseelah of Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanand beg for his intercession. The words for Shafaa'ah are:

"O Rasulullah, | beg your intercession and through you | beg of Adldét me dies as a Muslim on

the religion brought by you and in the practice preached by you."

Imam Nawawi wrote (after mentioning the greeting to hazrat URA)) "Now return to the place
where you first stood, make duaa for yourself through the \\aseé Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe
Wassallampand it will be best to use those words which had been used by Atabi.

Ibon Hajra Makki (Shafi) says: 'Praying through the waseelah of RasulgBahHaho Alaihe
Wassallam)has been the practice of the saintly elders of Islam. Prophets and saints have done th
same. Haakim quotes a Hadith, which he says is correct: "When hazrat Adam A.S. ate of the
forbidden tree he prayed to Allah for forgiveness through the waseelah anividd (Sallaho
Alaihe Wassallam)

Allah asked: "O Adam, how did you know Muhammad?" Hazrat Adam A.S. replied: "O Allah when
Thou didst create me and blew life into me, | looked up and saw written on the Holy Throne:

There is no God save Allah, Muhamm@&allaho Alaihe Wassallang His Messenger.'

Then | understood that Thou didst join to Thy name the name of him who is most beloved in Thy
sight.”

Allah replied: "Indeed is he the most beloved to Me among all beindssince you have asked for
pardon through him, | have now forgiven your fault."

Further it is reported by Nasa'ee and Tirmizhi that a blind man came to(Sallaho Alaihe
Wassallam)sking him to pray for the return of his lost sight. The N&Bailaho Alaihe Wassallam)
replied: "If you so wish, | shall pray on your behalf, but if you are prepared to suffer patiently it shall
be better." The blind man desired that the N&allaho Alaihe Wassallanpray for return of his
sight. The Nab{Sallaho Alahe Wassallam}¥aid to him: "Perform wudhu properly and then pray to
Allah in these words.
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"O Allah, | beseech Thee and | turn to Thee through Thy Nabi, the Prophet of Mercy Muhammad
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam MuhammedSallaho Alaihe Wassallanthrough thee do | turn to my

Lord for my great need that it may be fulfilled. O Allah do Thou accept the intercession of
MuhammadSallaho Alaihe Wassallanon my behalf.”

This hadith has been noted as correct (sahih) by both Tirmizhi and Bayhaqi. Thaddst¢nat after
this prayer his sight was restored.

Hazrat Imaam Tabrani rah mentions a hadith from very authentic reporters wherein tii®d\abd
Alaihe Wassallamprayed thus: "O Lord (I beg of You) through the love of Your Nabi and the Nabis
befoe me é"

Hazrat Ibn Hajar Rah further enlightens us on this matter and with regard to the above duaa, a spec
event (No.33) is quoted in the section dealing with stories about Ziyaarat.

33) It is obvious from the abovmentioned that while beseeching Alldie face should be turned towards
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamplthough the general etiquette of duaa if to face the Qiblah,
but at this place if that is done then the back will be towards Rasulullah (SAW) which will indeed be
disrespectful towals his blessed personality. Therefore duaa should be made facing him.

34) Now having recited the salaam, it may be so that someone else had asked you to convey his greetir
to the Rasul(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam)Hence convey the message thus: "Salam to @ou
Messenger of Allah from such and such a person who begs your intercession with Allah on his
behalf."

If this becomes difficult to say in Arabic then do so in Urdu or in your own language.

Hazrat Imaam Zurgani Rah says: 'If any person had asked yoontey his salaam and you had
accepted and promised to do so, it then becomes waajib to convey his message because it becor
like the keeping of a trust which one had accepted. (Amaanat)

Ithaaf states that among the elders it had been the custom since many centuries to send their greetil
to Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanthirough the medium of others. In fact some rulers used to
dispatch special messengers with the duty to comadgas to Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe
Wassallamps Hazrat Umar Abdul AziiRA) used to do.

The writer of these lines also begs of the reader that should Allah grant him to be present at the Hol
Tomb of RasulullalfSallaho Alaihe Wassallanthat the readeremembers to say on my behalf.

'Salaams to you O Rasulullah from Zikariya bin Yahya al Kandhlawi, who begs your intercession
with Allah on his behalf.’

And if it becomes difficult to say this then merely convey my salaam to the Rasul Allah in your ow
language.

35) After the greetings to Rasulullg®allaho Alaihe Wassallanmpove one step to the right and recite
greetings to Hazrat Abu BakRA) According to reliable reports the body of Hazrat Abu B@&kA)
lies buried behind that of the Rag@allaho Aaihe Wassallamin such a manner that the head is in
line with the shoulder blades of Rasulullg@allaho Alaihe WassallamJor this reason the fact of
Hazrat Abu BakfRA) will be about one foot to the right of Rasulullg@uallaho Alaihe Wassallam)
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36) Thereafter take one more step to the right and recite salaam to Hazrat(RI)avecause the most
reliable report says that Hazrat Un{®A) lies behind Hazrat Abu BaKRA) his head being in line
with the shoulder blades of Hazrat Abu B&RA)

37) If anyone hadasked for his greetings to be conveyed then do so in respect of both Hazrat Abu Baki
(RA) and Hazrat UmafRA) and if you remember this weak and humble writer then convey my heart
felt greetings to both. May Allah reward you well?

38) Many ulama have mentiodethat after one had recited salaam to both these two Khalifas of Islam
individually, one should then take up a position between the two and recite salaam to the two of ther
together. For this collective salaam the following words are mentioned in Zul8aadm to you
both companions lying besides Rasulul{&allaho Alaihe Wassallamyho are his companions and
assistants. May Allah reward you both well. We have come to you begging your intercession with
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanthat he mayritercede on our behalf with Allah and request
Allah to case us to live on his religion and his sunnat and that he lift us on the Day of Resurrectior
among his special followers and also for all the Muslim peoples.”

Regarding this salaam, some have igemnand in some cases it is shorter whereas some others again
did not even mention it. Those who left it out felt that having recited salaam separately and
individually to both Khalifas it is not necessary to do so collectively. However repeating the salaa
here is merely out of respect. The important point is to beg of these two pure souls their intercessio
with Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam)

39) Return now to where you first stood facing Rasulu(i@hllaho Alaihe Wassallamijft up the hands
and hank Allah for all favors granted. Recite Salawaat once more on RasulB#dlaho Alaihe
Wassallamjand make duaa to Allah through the waseelah of Rasul{$lallaho Alaihe Wassallam)
for yourself, your parents, ustaads, your family members and friends and for all those who had aske
you to pray for them. Pray for all the Muslim Nations for all the Muslims who are living and also for
those who have died. And if you remember then jom name of this humble author also in your
prayers.

40) There are altogether seven reports as to the situation of the blessedplestsgof Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanand his two companions. Two of these are very reliable and | now wish
to explan them so that readers may understand this more easily.

Firstly the situation is like this:
Rasulullan(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam)
Abu Bakr(RA)

Umar RA.

In Wafaul-Wafa Allama Samhudi mentions all seven positions and stated that this one is the correc
one. Ithaaf agrees with him.

Secondly the situation is like this.
Umar RA. RasulullaliSallaho Alaihe Wassallam)
Abu Bakr(RA)

This second arrangemastmentioned by Abu Dawood and Haakim considers it to be correct.

Hazrat Imaam Zurgani Rah says in Sharah Mawaahib that of the seven mentioned positions of th
bodies, two are reliable. The majority of the ulama agree to the first one being correenh FRdieel

on it and hazrat Imaam Nawawi Rah says that it is the best known of all the saying in this regard.
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41) Having completed the salaams proceed to the pillar of Abu Lubabah. (Ustuwana of Abu Lubabah)
Perform two rakahs nafl salaah and make duaa. (8bdah) See also chapter 10 where detailed
accounts are given of all the pillars of this mosque and their significance.

42) Thereafter return once again to the Rowdha for salaah and duaa.

43) Proceed tot the mimbar and make duaa. The ulama have advised thatuWdekue the hands on
that part of the mimbar which is know n as the Rummana and make duaa because Rasulullla
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamised to place his hands there. (Rummana are round pomegranate shapet
spheres that are made on the sides of mimlddazyat Imaam Ghazali Rah writes in the lhya that it is
mustahab for one to place the hands on the lower Rummana because that it is the spot whe
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamised to place his hands. However hazrat Mulla Ali Qari Rah
says that th®ummana does not exist anymore because when the mosque caught fire for the secor
time the Rummana was destroyed. In the Shifa of Qadhi Ayadh and its commentary by Hazrat Mull
Ali Qari Rah we read that Ibn Um@RA) was seen putting his hands on the platere Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamised to sit on the mimbar and then wipe his face with his hands. Hazrat
Ibn Qaseet Rah and hazrat Atabi Rah say that the companions, for the sake of blessings, used to pl:
their hands on the Rummana of themhar which is on the side of Holy Grave of Rasulu(i&hllaho
Alaihe Wassallamjhat Rummana on which Rasulull§Ballaho Alaihe Wassallamjsed to put his
right hand.

44) Thereafter proceed to the Ustuwana Hanndree pillar of Yearning and make duaa thegi®ee
under pillars of mosque)

45) Then proceed to all the other famous pillars of the mosque and make duaa.

46) While in Madinahone should try ones utmost not to miss any salaah with the congregation in the
Masjidun Nabawi. One should remember that though eneistMadinahis short, the reward is great
and one cannot know whether Allah will grant one another opportunity to visit this Holy place in
future. Hence the very best should be made of the opportunity.

47) Endeavor not to touch the walls for that are deetodue disrespectful. Neither should the walls be
kissed for that is only for the Hajar Al Aswad. Nor should tawaaf be made of any object for that is
solely for the Ka'bah. The tawaaf of any grave is strictly prohibited. Hazrat Mulla Ali Qari Rah
advised: Never follow the actions of the ignorant once even though they outwardly have the
appearance of saints. Do not bend down before the grave of Ras(Bdl&ho Alaihe Wassallam)
and neither kiss the ground there nor face the grave from any directidre feake of making salaah
with the intention that the grave is there." The same author goes on to say that if for the sake c
honoring the grave anyone makes his salaah facing the grave then a fatwa of kufr is decreed agair
such a person. It is howeverrpessible to say ones prayers in that section of the mosque which lies
behind the grave if the intention is not to honor the grave. There we have a wall between the musalle
and the grave. (Sharh Lubaab) hazrat Mawaffaq bin Qudama Rah writes in Mughiiighabt
mustahab to touch the walls of the grave or to kiss it. Hazrat Imaam Ahmad Rah says that it was nc
known among the companions to touch or kiss these places. However he does mention hazrat If
Umar (RA) having touched the place where Rasulul{@allaho Alaihe Wassallamgat on the
mimbar and then wipe his hands over his face. Hazrat Imaam Nawawi Rah says it is haraam t
perform tawaaf around the grave and makrooh to place the stomach or waist against the walls of tt
grave. It is also makrooh tmuch the grave with the hands or to kiss it. The correct manner of
showing respect is to stand some distance away in a quiet and respectful manner in the same way
one would have stood in his presence during his lifetime.

Regarding the wrong practioé kissing or touching the grave or the walls around it, all the ulama are

agreed and advise that one should not be influenced by the misguided actions of the vast majority
ignorant people. Whoever suggests that touching of the walls etc., bringaddesskes a great mistake
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out of ignorance, because blessing lies only in the proper execution of deeds sanctioned by Shari'e
Blessings cannot be attained by acting against the Shari'ah.

48) Where there is not a pressing need for it and except whemgnidw®idable, one should on no account
ever turn ones back towards the grave not even in salaah nor out of it; (sharh Lubaab). In salaah, try
all times to stand in such a position where neither ones front nor back is towards the grave. Out c
salaah ther cannot be any possible reason why the back should ever be turned towards the grave.

49) When at any time one has to pass in front of the grave, stand quietly for a while and say salaat
before proceeding. Some ulama have said that should one even passqbe fmows the outside one
should still read the salaam from there.

It is reported by one companion; hazrat Abu Haa@A) that a man once came to him saying
"Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallantjas appeared to me in my dream saying to me; Go to Abu
Haazim and say to him that he has turned away from me, and that he ignores me for when he pass
my resting place he does not even stop to greet me." Thereafter Abu Haazim made a special point
stopping to greet RasulullgBallaho Alaihe Wassallamyheneve he passed outside the front of the
mosque. (Sharh Lubaab)

50) According to Hazrat Imaam Abu Hanifa Rah, hazrat Imaam Shafi Rah, and Hazrat Imaam Ahmac
Rah, it is praiseworthy to visit the grave on numerous occasions. Hence as long as the Haji is i
Madinahhe should repeatedly go to the graveside to recite salutations. Hazrat Imaam Maalik Rah
however does not approve of it. For this reason some ulama have advised against oft repeated visi
fearing that the keenness of the visitor may decrease.

51) During thestay inMadinah whenever one is inside the mosque, ones eyes should be fixed on the
Hujra Shareef, the Rowdha; wherein lies Rasulul8hllaho Alaihe WassallamWhen one is
outside the Masijid then one should time and again gaze at the Green Domehabgrae/¢. Insha
Allah this will be a reward act. (Shar'h Lubaab and Shar'h Manaasik of Nawawi). When looking at
these two places do so in silence and with due respect.

"More preferable in my sight now is, the patient silence of my deep love for you;th@doud
exclamation of love;)

For often indeed the loud claims of a lover, from a breast with no effect and no depth."

52) Spend as much of your time as is possible inside the Masjid for as long as yoMadenah Try to
recite at least one Khatam (cplete recitation) of the Holy Qur'an. Spend as much time as you can in
I'tikaaf there during the day and spend the nights or as much thereof as possible in the worship «
Allah. These are blessed times that you may never experience again. (Shar'h Lub&alyda’
Qutube Alam Rah wrote: "While iMadinahcontinue reading the Qur'aan and making Zikr, recite
many salawaat, spend the night in prayer and waste not the days."

53) In 'Zubda' we read: "Having visited the Holy grave, try to visit the graves in lduizati daily or at
least on every Friday for there lie buried Uthm{&»), Hazrat AbbagRA), Hazrat HasarfRA),
Hazrat lbrahim(RA), the infant of RasulullahiSallaho Alaihe Wassallamand the wives of
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe WassallamThe visitor © Madinahshould preferably visit the Baqgi daily
whereas the permanent residents should do so every Friday. (Lubaab)

Hazrat Imaam Nawawi Rah states that to do so daily is mustahab and especially on Fridays, but
should at all times be preceded by gregg at the grave of Rasulull¢gallaho Alaihe Wassallamin

the Baqi the graves of other wéthown sahaba should also be visited e.g. hazrat IbréRi&)
Hazrat Zainul Aabideer{RA), Hazrat Muhammad Baagir Bin A[RA) and Hazrat Ja'far bin
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Muhammad(RA), etc. and last but not least Hazrat Saffigh), the aunt of RasulullafiSallaho
Alaihe Wassallam)It should be noted that a visit to the Bagqi is a virtuous act and numerous Hadith
can be quoted explaining the virtues thereof. Some of the Hadith atenesl at the end of chapter
ten, Hadith number nine.

In the Shar'h of Manaasik, Hazrat Ibn Hajar Rah, writes that in the Bagi one should first of all
proceed towards the grave of Hazrat UthrflRA) if however the visitor passes the grave of any of
the other Holy ones en route to the resting place of Hazrat UtliRranhe should merely recite
salaam and proceed. Having greeted Hazrat UtiiRAhin the proper manner he may now return to
those he hagassed. This is because Hazrat Uthriia#), is the most virtuous of all those resting in
the Bagi. Thereafter visit the grave of Hazrat AbiR#\), uncle of RasulullalSallaho Alaihe
Wassallam)

A very large number of sahaba (companions) are buriedam. Blazrat Imaam Maalik Rah, puts
their number at ten thousand; and the ulama advise that duaa arettbeseab should be made for
all. (Shar'h Manaasik)

Hazrat Imaam Ghazaali Rah writes; "It is mustahab that one should greet Rag@allahoAlaihe
Wassallam)everyday; and thereafter the inmates of Bagi." In It'haaf a hadith is reported wherein
Imaam Muslim relates from hazrat Aa'isha R.A; "On the evening of thosewdays Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamised to come to mRasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanglways used

to visit the Jannatul Bagi."

Among some ulama there is a difference of opinion as to where one should commence the visit t
Bagi. Some say that one should start at the grave of Hazrat U{RAxim view of the facthat he is

the most virtuous of all buried there, whereas others say that one should visit Hazrat (B¥&him

son of Rasulullal{Sallaho Alaihe WassallamiRasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallang reported to

have said that: "If Ibrahim had been alive Wweuld have been a Nabi". Some even felt that one
should start with Hazrat AbbgdRA), as he is the uncle of Rasululllé®allaho Alaihe Wassallam)
Further more, on entering Baqi, his is the first grave one passes and it would be very inadvisable t
pass here without salaam. Then near there we have the grave of Hazrat (R#sarand other
members of the household of Rasululi@allaho Alaihe Wassallajmpand together they are more
virtuous than Hazrat Uthman Rah. According to Hazrat Mullah Ali Q{R#) this is very suitable

and makes it easy for the visitor because these graves are near the entrance of the Bagqi.

54) Hazrat Imaam Ghazaali Rah, writes that it is mustahab for the visitadmahto visit the graves of
the Shohada (martyrs) of Ohad on evéhursday. One should perform Fajr salaah in the Masjidun
Nabawi and proceed so that one may return before Zuhr so that salaah is made with jamaat in tt
masjid. Perhaps Thursday is chosen for this visit because it was on that day that this epic battle w:
fought, or because on this day the peopl&atliinahhave a serholiday, or because it was on the
morning of this day that RasulullfBallaho Alaihe Wassallanprayed for blessings on this ummat
or gave some good news. (Ithaaf). According to Hazrat Mulla Qari Rah: "The visitor should
make two different niyyats (intentions) to visit Mount Ohad because the virtues of Mount Ohad itself
too have been expounded in the Hadith. Hence it is most advisable to proceddddmmah for
Ohad because early on &ursday morning so that one may return by Zuhr salaah time. On arrival
there one should first present himself at the grave of the great martyr Hazrat fRf)aancle of
Rasulullah (Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamdbout whom Rasulullal{Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamis
reported to have said: "The best of my uncles is Hamza." And "on the day of Qiyaamah Hamza sha
be the leader of all the Shohada in the way of Allah.” There the visitor should stand with humility,
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humbleness and respect having all regard for his ibphihd honor before presenting himself at the
graves of the rest of those who fell in the Battle of Ohad for the sake of Allah and Islam.

55) Another noteworthy place of ziyaarat is the Masjid Quba. Hazrat Imaam Nawawi Rah stressed th
importance of visitingt saying that it is best for the visitor Madinahto go there on a Saturday with
the niyyat of both visiting the Masjid as well as performing salaat in it. According to an authentic
hadith of Tirmizi: "Performing salaah in the Masjid of Quba is equaderforming Umra." Another
Hadith states that Rasulull§Ballaho Alaihe Wassallamjsed to visit the Masjid of Qubla on every
Saturday.

Hazrat Mullah Ali Qari Rah, writes: "After the Mosque Miakkah the Mosque oMadinahand

Baitul Mugaddas, the Mosg of Quba is next in virtue." In fact a saying of Rasulu(l&hllaho
Alaihe Wassallam}ays: "For me to perform two rakahs in the Mosque of Quba is more liked than |
should travel to Baitul Magaddas twice." However in spite of that (if we take all b#ukth and

facts into consideration) Baitul Mugaddas is definitely held in higher esteem. A point to bear in mind
here is that when something is held in high esteem it does not mean that it is necessary for it to k
preferred above other similar virtuoumsrigs.

Rasulullan(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamijsed to prefer visiting Quba on Saturdays. He also went there
on a Monday and on the 20th Ramadhan.

56) After these places one should also visit the other blessed pladéadofah According to Hazrat
Imaam Nawwi Rah, there are about thirty such places well known to the peopMadinah
Similarly there are seven famous wells, from the waters of which the visitor should drink. These are
the wells from the waters of which RaulullgBallaho Alaihe Wassallanisel to perform wudhu and
ghusl.

57) Hazrat Imaam Ghazali Rah, also stresses the visits to these wells. He says that one should go to 1
well of Bir Arees near Masjid Quba, drink of its water and perform wudhu. It is related that
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wasdlam)allowed of the sweetness of his mouth (saliva) to fall into this
well. Of similar importance is the well near the Masjidul Fatah in the vicinity of the Knandaq
(trench). In any case the visitor should endeavor to visit these blessed places weltktimevpeople
of Madinahand drink of these waters with the niyyat and prayer for health and blessing. The names
of these wells are mentioned in Ithaaf as follows:-é8krees, Bire-Kha, Bir-e-Rooma, BirAras,
Bir-Buda'ah, and BiBassa. These total siAs for the seventh there is a difference of opinion as to
which one of the following it is Bi#Suqya, BirAhn, or BirJamal. Ithaaf also mentions ahadith about
these wells.

The writer of Lubab points out that there are altogether seventeen wellsaditichuit is reported that
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallamised of their waters. Not all of these are known today as also
is the case of many masjids betwelakkah and Madinah where Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe
Wassallam)is reported to have performesbme act. Most of these are mentioned in Ziyaratul
Haramayn and should be seen in the Holy Land.

58) During the stay irMadinahgive as much sadaqgah as possible to the peopadihah The author of
Lubab writes that the original inhabitantsMédinahor those that have settled Madinahare more
entitled to sadagah than those residing elsewhere because it is waajib to love the residents of this Hc
city. Imaam Nawawi states that as many facts as possible should be kept during th&/st@ipna
Similarly as much charity as possible should be given to those living in the neighborhood of
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanigr this will be regarded as it you have served him.
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Whenever you purchase anythingNtadinahdo so with the intention of asting the merchants in
their trade. Say to yourself that this is the way of livelihood carries on they will be able to live without
want and the visitor having partly being the means to this end.

Bearing these points in mind and buying with these ntiimeghts one will not be troubled by the
thought of having been extravagant in that more money was spent than was necessary. In actual fe
that will then be a form of charity on condition that such was the niyyat. It is even advisable to buy
some goods geifically with this in mind. In such cases the trader will be able to benefit thereby for
as long as the money remains with him which can be for a long time since his business prospers. £
for those who are not traders one should present gifts to theneltter that the niyyat should not be

for sadagah. Because the peopld/aidinahare of noble offspring one should rather present gifts to
them.

59) Behavior towards the people Bfadinahmust be in best and noble manner. These are the neighbors
of Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe WassallamHazrat Allama Zurgani Rah, says: "Honor the people of
Madinahand even though some unpleasantness may be experienced with them or becomes knov
about thenstill they are worthy of honor by virtue of being neighbors of Rasulatiaho Alaihe
Wassallamhaving enough to be proud of. Even though they commit any unbecoming acts they do
not become deprived of being neighbors of RasulfBilaho Alaihe Wasdlam)for as long as they
remain there.

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangaid: "Hazrat Jibra'il A.S. repeatedly advised me regarding
correct behavior towards neighbors." In this Hadith all neighbors are included. The hadith did not
only refer to tle righteous ones and excluding the unrighteous. It includes thée@iodg one as well

as the evildoer. Let it be known that even though one of them accuse another of having discarded tt
practice of RasulullaiSallaho Alaihe Wassallanfand this is progd to have been true) then too it
does not mean that he should be deprived of the honor and respect gained by virtue of being
neighbor of RasulullaliSallaho Alaihe Wassallam)n fact there is great hope that Allah will grant

him the ability to returnd the path and Inshallah die the death of the righteous.

Says the poet: "O you peopleMbadinahTayyiba; Through the greatly beloved lying in

Your midst; You are all to me most beloved."

The writer of the above couplet continued to write numerousesgein praise of the people of
Madinah

Once Hazrat Imaam Malik Rah, visited the Hazrat Khalifa Al Mahdi Rah. The khalifa implored of
hazrat Imaam Malik Rah to advise him to which the esteemed Imaam said: "l advise you to fear Allal
and to be mindful ofour duty towards him. Then behave towards the peogiéadinahwith mercy

and gentleness because they are the inhabitants of the city of Ragi8allaho Alaihe Wassallam)
Regarding his neighbors, the people Madinah Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wasallam) said:
"Madinahis the city towards which is my flight (hijrat), there shall be my grave and there shall | be
raised up on the Day of Qiyaamah. Its inhabitants are my neighbors. It is the responsibility of my
ummat to care for them. Whoever for magke fulfils their needs , for him shall | act as an intercessor
or witness and whoever disregards my advice about my neighbors, him shall Allah cause to drink o
Tinatul Khibaal (a most distasteful punishment). According to another hadith Tinatul Krsbaal i
drink that consists of blodd, sweat, puss etc. of the inmates of Jahannam.

60) Hazrat Imaam Nawawi Rah, states that among the aaddhadnahit is also required that the visitor
should at all times be mindful of the sanctity of the city and tat thiseithds the place chosen by
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Allah for the repose of his beloved Rasool after his flight fMakkah Here then is the place where
Rasulullan(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanosed to tread on.

Hazrat Imaam Ghazali Rah, writes: "When first you set eyddainahlet this come into mind that

this is the city which Allah had chosen for His messenger and to which he was to flee for safety. Thi:
is the city where Allah revealed to him the obligatory duties of a Muslim. He set forth the sunnat of
his deen and here ike place from where he had to fight against the enemies. Here is the place where
his deen became victorious and here he strove until death overtook him. Here he lies buried and al:
his two successors. Here at every step one finds the spots where hismdeetrod. Proceeding
forward step lightly in dignified manner thinking that you are now treading on the soil where surely
lie the footprints of Rasululla{Ballaho Alaihe WassallamiKeep in mind the description of his walk

and gait as explained in theadlith. Keep in mind his greatness and his elevated position. He whose
name Allah has connected to his own. Fear for yourself that there in those hallowed surroundings yo
do not commit such acts which are evil and whereby your good deeds are all wiped out.

Regarding this Hazrat Imaam Ghazali actually referred to the verse of Qur'an which says:
"O you who believe, raise not your voices above the voice of the prophet nor speak aloud to him a
you may speak aloud to one another lest your deeds becomengainlaperceive not." (Hujurat 2)

We have already dealt with this verse in detail. (NO. 31) Imaam Ghazali Rah, continues: "Then think
about the time when the Hazrat Sahaba Rah used to be with Ras(Ball@ho Alaihe Wassallam)
looking at him, listenig to him and benefiting from him."

"When in the garden, on the branches,

A beauteous rose did bloom,

Thousands were the nightingales around

With sweetly voice,

When came the day of parting as the

Rose ceased to bloom,

Long was the cry of lamenting:

"Here was the rose."

Thereafter feel sorry that before now you have been deprived of the blessing to have visitec
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallangnd the hazrat Sahaba Rah. This is the position here in this
world. What will be the state in the hereafter? Will you be allowed to come before Rasulullah
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanwith all the excitement and exultation or will you be denied this honor
and turned away in disgrace? Will evil deeds deprive you of the pleasure of being in his presence?

Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallant)as said: "On the day of Qiyyamah some people will be
turned away from me. | shall say: "But these are my peoplewHioh shall be replied: "You are
unaware of what they did after you."

Thus dear reader, if you have acted against the commands of Shariat of Muh@ualizd Alaihe
Wassallam}hen be not unmindful of your position. Do not be at ease thinking thateydwleeds
will not come between you and Rasulul@allaho Alaihe Wassallam)

At the time of entering/ladinahhave the hope that just as Allah had brought you from far off lands to

the door of RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallansp also is it not tomuch to hope that Allah in His
mercy will not deprive us the hereafter of meeting him.
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May Allah grant this meeting to this humble writer through the waseelah of his beloved Nabi
MuhammadSallaho Alaihe WassallamAmeen.

61) Having completed the visit tthe grave of RasulullafSallaho Alaihe Wassallamgnd the Holy
Places ofMadinah the visitor should first perform two farewell rekaahs in the Masjidun Nabawi,
preferably in the Rowdha. Then offer the farewell salaam to Rasu(@kaho AlaiheNassallam)

Now before leavingMladinah pray for your needs and for acceptance by Allah of your Haj and
ziyaarat. Pray also for a safe return to your home and that this should not be your last presence in tl
Holy Land.

Let the tears flow at the time parting. If sincere, these tears can be a sign of acceptance. When tears
do not flow then at least imitate those who cry. On departing give charity and read those sunna
prayers normally read on returning from somewhere. Depart now in the sunnat manner.

Due to my own weakness | could not fully write the proper aadaab of the presedegliahh
However these points should serve as guide and | appeal to readers to overlook shortcomings. In n
humble manner have | tried to stress two things while remaingide the circle of the Shari‘ah.

Firstly, honor and respect and secondly keenness and enthusiasm. It is now my intention to end this chap
with some incidents and stories about visitors to the Holy Tomb of Rasu|8kélaho Alaihe Wassallansp

tha these may serve as examples to intending visitors. The famous story of Hazrat Utbah Rah, and sor
others have already been mentioned.

Story No. 1: (Episode)

Hazrat Uwais Qarni Rah was a famous Taabi'ee who was known as the best of Taabi'een (thustetireho
Sahaba, companions of Rasulul(@allaho Alaihe Wassallam)He lived during RasulullafSallaho Alaihe
Wassallant} lifetime but because he had to serve his mother he could not meet RagShilliaho Alaihe
Wassallam) Rasulullan(Sallaho Alahe Wassallamhimself called him; 'The best of the Taabi'een' and said

to him: "If he should take an oath that something should happen then Allah will let that come to pass.” An
"If anyone should meet him, let him pray for your forgiveness." To hazrar ((Rfg and Hazrat Ali(RA)
Rasulullah(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallanspid: "Let Uwais pray for forgiveness on your behalf.”

His virtues are great. He died in the Battle of Siffeen fighting on the side of Haz(&AAli

When he came tMadinahafter Haj he entered the Masjid where someone pointed out to him the resting
place of RaslulullalSallaho Alaihe WassallamBeholding it he became so deeply affected that he fell
down unconscious. On regaining his senses he exclaimed: "Take me fortthigccity for never will | find

rest in this place where lies buried the most beloved Rasul of Allah." (Ithaaf)

Story No. 2: (Episode)

Once one of the bedouins visited the grave of Rasul(@alaho Alaihe Wassallanand said: 'O Allah you

have commanded that slaves be set free. Here lies your most beloved messenger and here stands your slav
the final restingplace of Your Messenger. | beseech you, set free this humble slave from the fire of Hell.
From the unseen came a voice: "For yourself athde/ou ask freedom. Why not on behalf of all mankind?
We have you free from Hell." (Mawaahib)
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